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A N D T H E

ENVIRONMENT
Young Children and the Environment tackles one of the biggest
contemporary issues of our times – the changing environment –
and demonstrates how early education can contribute to sus-
tainable living. An essential text for students in early childhood
education and a practical resource for child care practitioners
and primary school teachers, it is designed to promote educa-
tion for sustainability from birth to eight years.

The text refers to national and international initiatives such
as ‘Sustainable Schools’, ‘Child Friendly Cities’ and ‘Health
Promoting Schools’, and explores their existing and potential
links with early childhood education. Groundbreaking content
draws on recent literature in the areas of organisational, edu-
cational and cultural change, and environmental sustainabil-
ity. Specific chapters explore ethical challenges and the use of
information technology to advance learning. Early childhood
case studies and vignettes exemplify leadership in practice, and
‘Provocations’ are integrated throughout to inspire new ways
of thinking about the environment, the wider world, young
children and the transformative power of early education.

Julie M. Davis is Senior Lecturer in the School of Early
Childhood, Faculty of Education, Queensland University of
Technology, Brisbane.
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To all the world’s children – today and tomorrow
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FO R E W O R D

It has been a pleasure to read this book, a pioneer in an area that focuses
on how early childhood education can contribute towards a more sustainable
world. It contains a balanced mix of facts, illustrative examples and provocative
questions, with the authors aiming actively to engage the reader to become
involved in changing him/herself as much as changing his/her ideas. The dif-
ferent chapters focus both on early childhood educational settings as places for
children’s actions related to the environment and on related topics – such as
health – that are concerned with early childhood and children’s lives in a wider
sense.

Although the focus here is mainly on questions related to the environment,
the text gives a much broader view of what education for sustainability can be
like. Convincingly, the authors show how urgent it is to transform our edu-
cation systems in order to be cross-disciplinary, authentic and closely related
to children’s everyday experiences. The reasons for this are global, in terms of
justice, equality and equity, but also environmental, in terms of global warming
and climate change.

While the book illustrates the need for global and community political
commitments to sustainable living, it emphasises the importance of beginning
with the youngest children. We know from years of research that the early years
provide a window of opportunity to lay the foundations for knowledge, skills
and attitudes. We also know that there are many international agreements and
declarations that are commitments intended to guide policy as well as everyday
life for children and those who work with children. One of these is the United
Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989). This Convention is the
starting point for a theoretical framework for early childhood education for
sustainability that is argued for in this book; a framework based on children’s
rights, a child competency dimension and children as participants and activists
in their world. In other words, children should live in a democracy in which
they are regarded as equal human beings already involved in, and becoming
increasingly aware, of the state of the world.

The book shows clearly that early childhood education of high quality is a
good starting point for education for sustainable development, but that it is not
enough to educate children for a more sustainable world and society. We need
to know a lot more through mainstream research processes, and also to engage
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Foreword

in alternative cross-disciplinary research, methods and approaches, whereby
the complexity of environmental and sustainability questions and issues can
be explored.

This book will be of great value to pre-service teacher education all over the
world, as well as for early childhood practitioners already in the field, to inspire
them to change their own practice. Researchers are another important target
group, specifically those who want to approach this complex and challenging
area of early childhood education and sustainable development. Last, but not
the least, this book will be of value to our politicians, who need to become much
more aware of how economy, social–cultural dimensions and environment are
intertwined and, in so doing, help to create possibilities for working towards
a sustainable world and society at all levels, beginning in the early years and
proceeding throughout life.

Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson
UNESCO Chair of Early Childhood Education and

Sustainable Development
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