
CAMBRIDGE CONCISE HISTORIES

A Concise History of Australia

Australia is the last continent to be settled by Europeans, but it also sustains
a people and a culture tens of thousands of years old. For much of the past
200 years the newcomers have sought to replace the old with the new. This
book tells how they imposed themselves on the land and brought tech-
nology, institutions and ideas to make it their own. It relates the advance
from penal colony to a prosperous free nation and illustrates how, as a
nation created by waves of newcomers, the search for binding traditions
was long frustrated by the feeling of rootlessness, until it came to terms
with its origins.

The third edition of this acclaimed book recounts the key factors –
social, economic and political – that have shaped modern-day Australia. It
covers the rise and fall of the Howard government, the 2007 election and
the apology to the Stolen Generations. More than ever before, Australians
draw on the past to understand their future.

Stuart Macintyre has been the Ernest Scott Professor of History at the
University of Melbourne since 1990 and is a former president of the
Australian Historical Association. His books include The Oxford History
of Australia, Volume 4 (1986), A Colonial Liberalism (1991), A History
for a Nation (1994) and The History Wars (2003). He is the President of
the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia.
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Reproduction and communication for educational purposes
The Australian Copyright Act 1968 (the Act) allows a maximum of

one chapter or 10% of the pages of this work, whichever is the greater,
to be reproduced and/or communicated by any educational institution
for its educational purposes provided that the educational institution
(or the body that administers it) has given a remuneration notice to

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) under the Act.

For details of the CAL licence for educational institutions contact:
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Telephone: (02) 9394 7600
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E-mail: info@copyright.com.au

Reproduction and communication for other purposes
Except as permitted under the Act (for example a fair dealing for the

purposes of study, research, criticism or review) no part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, communicated or

transmitted in any form or by any means without prior written permission.
All inquiries should be made to the publisher at the address above.

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate. Information regarding prices, travel

timetables and other factual information given in this work are correct at
the time of first printing but Cambridge University Press does not guarantee

the accuracy of such information thereafter.
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For my daughters

MARY AND JESSIE

this is also their history
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