
PURPOSE IN THE LIVING WORLD?

Are evolution and creation irreconcilably opposed? Is “intelligent
design” theory an unhappy compromise? Is there another way
of approaching the present-day divide between religious and
so-called secular views of the origins of life?

Jacob Klapwijk offers a philosophical analysis of the relation of
evolutionary biology to religion, and addresses the question of
whether the evolution of life is exclusively a matter of chance or
is better understood as including the notion of purpose.
Writing from a Christian (Augustinian) point of view, he
criticizes creationism and intelligent design theory as well as
opposing reductive naturalism. He offers an alternative to both
and an attempt to bridge the gap between them, via the idea of
“emergent evolution.” In this theory the process of evolution
has an emergent or innovative character resulting in a living
world of ingenious, multifaceted complexity.

jacob klapwijk is Professor Emeritus of the Department
of Philosophy, Free University, Amsterdam.
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Preface

In writing this book and preparing it for publication many have been
of great help to me, some with punctilious corrections of the text,
others with penetrating commentary on its content, and others again
with very useful support of a practical nature. I want to express my
deep appreciation to Kate Brett, Roy Clouser, Henk Geertsema,
Gerben Groenewoud, Bas Jongeling, Ronald Meester, Wim van der
Steen, Dick Stafleu, Tony Tol, Henk Van Andel, Nick Wolterstorff,
and Uko Zylstra. This appreciation I also want to extend to Cam-
bridge University Press for its compliant co-operation.
One name I have not yet acknowledged: namely, Harry Cook. He

is Professor Emeritus of The King’s University College in Edmonton
Alberta, Canada. What Harry has meant for bringing this book to
completion cannot easily be overstated. Some years ago, after he
initially gave careful commentary on the first Dutch concept, he was
prepared to translate the whole manuscript into English. Due to the
large time difference between the Netherlands and Alberta, Canada,
there was an intensive exchange of e-mailing which spanned day and
night. Translating was for Harry the occasion to do much more: he
expended a great deal of effort on this project. He is, after all, an expert
on the theory and history of biology and as such he kept a close eye on
the comprehensibility of the argumentation, especially for the benefit
of all non-philosophical readers. He offered much bibliographical
material from many sources. Indeed, Harry made so many valuable
suggestions to improve the content that I simply had to acknowledge
in the course of time that as well as a knowledgeable translator, I also
had the use of an eminent editor for the book. Who knows, perhaps
this book has profited more from his material contributions than
simply from his work as translator. I consider it an honour that
through this book his name will remain associated with mine.
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