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Introduction

Pau l Beedl e and Bob Bu r k ill

Purpose

Education in India has a golden past, present and future. The
member Boards of the Council of Boards of Schools Education

in India (COBSE) are working together on many initiatives in devel-
oping teaching and learning, combining the strengths of Indian
thinking and practice with the most effective ideas and experience
from elsewhere. University of Cambridge International Examina-
tions (CIE) is proud to be helping COBSE and individual Boards,
thus continuing Cambridge’s long history of supporting educa-
tion in India.

This book symbolises and celebrates this cooperation.An impres-
sive range of Indian educators here give voice to their reflections
on current and future practice. The editors are responsible for the
development and management of CIE professional development
qualifications such as the Cambridge International Certificate for
Teachers andTrainers.The Certificate is designed as a practical means
by which teachers and trainers around the world can engage with the
global agenda of innovation in teaching to facilitate active learning,
and of reflective and continuous professional development.

This book is thus also intended to be an eminently useful re-
source for the Certificate itself, and is endorsed for use on Certifi-
cate programmes around the world. This is a collection of relevant
individual reflections by practitioners. We wanted to provide this
opportunity for practising teachers to share their ideas and experi-
ence. In doing so the contributors demonstrate how an effective
teacher is a reflective teacher, always looking to improve the quality
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of teaching and learning, with the needs of the learner at heart.
This is the spirit of the Certificate. More and more, teachers and
trainers need not only to put fine ideas into first-class teaching in
their own context, but also to be aware of and contribute to the wider
context – of the community of worldwide professional practice.

We therefore endorse this collection of personal and profession-
al reflections on teaching todayand tomorrow.The views expressed
are of course those of our contributors (and not necessarily the offi-
cial view or policy of CIE).You may or may not agree with them, but
you will surely be stimulated and we hope encouraged to reflect on
your own practice and context.

Principle

The chapters in this book develop a diversity of approaches and
viewpoints.The contributors are from different regions of India and
deal with different working contexts. As editors we are comfortable
with this diversity for it mirrors the variety of culture, society and
educational context not only within India itself but also around the
world. India has always flourished in diversity and from its many
strands of learning has nourished great thinkers, artists and edu-
cators. These scholars have often provided us with a magical blend
of reflection and innovation and these are two recurrent themes in
this book.

One of the key principles in the development of CIE Profes-
sional Development Qualifications, such as the Cambridge Inter-
national Certificate and Diploma for Teachers and Trainers, has
been the concept of ‘the reflective practitioner’. All too often, time
pressures overwhelm practising teachers and trainers, and evalua-
tion and regular reflection can be forever postponed. Our qualifi-
cations seek to re-establish the importance of reflection and evalu-
ation. A simple step such as keeping a regular professional journal
can record the successes and difficulties, ideas and possible devel-
opments which spring from teaching and learning sessions. This
can provide vital evidence for future lesson and programme plan-
ning. It is good practice also to gain feedback from learners and use

paul beedle and bob burkill
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it to shape future learning experiences. Evaluation is often much
morethoroughif carriedoutwithcolleaguesandmanyof ourcandi-
dates speak of their enjoyment in sharing ideas with other teachers.

Innovation is another key principle in our qualifications and is
a continuing theme in this book. Here we have teachers making
their own way in a world of rapid educational change. There is
widespread demand for such change from teachers, parents, gov-
ernments, local authorities and, not least, from the learners them-
selves. As a result, the old authoritarian regime of learning by rote
is fading in favour of new approaches largely based around the
concept of ‘active learning’. Our qualifications put active learning
at the centre of the stage. For example, the Certificate sets three
challenges to candidates to develop approaches which are new to
them –opportunities to experiment which at first may seem daunt-
ing but prove to be professionally enriching experiences.

The focus for us all, however, is the learner. It can be easy to be
distracted by the ever-widening range of developments in teaching
techniques and technology. But innovation should not be ‘just for
its own sake’, but always directed to improving the quality of learn-
ing. It is the learners who do the learning, and our work as teachers
is for the learners. So it is essential and natural that we should de-
vote a considerable proportion of this book to issues surrounding
the learners themselves. The ‘voice of the learner’ is being heard
increasingly and teachers as well as parents realise that it speaks of
needs and aspirations which can be identified and used as instru-
ments for the improvement of individual, group and whole school
learning. India is perhaps the world’s most youthful country – no
surprise, then, that children and young adults are at the very heart
of this book’s concerns.

People

We are, of course, most grateful to all the contributors to this book
who have responded to our invitation so positively and with such
sincerity. Geetha Narayanan has kindly contributed a stimulating
introductory essay to set the scene. Annie Hazarika at Cambridge

Introduction
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University Press India Private Limited and William Bickerdike,
CIE’s Regional Manager for SouthAsia, have coordinated everything
superbly.We very much appreciate the guidance and advice we have
received from Dr Ashok Ganguly and Dr D. V. Sharma, President
and Secretary respectively of the Council of Boards of School Edu-
cation in India (COBSE).

We hope you enjoy and are encouraged by this book. Realise,
however, that these chapters and your responses to them are but
steps in the journey towards excellence in education which, both
as teachers and as learners, is the shared goal for us all.

paul beedle and bob burkill
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