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Preface

This book is the result of a joint project that began in 2001. After hav-
ing collaborated on a paper on the problem of welfare without work in
continental Europe (see Hemerijck, Van Kersbergen, and Manow 2000),
we began discussing some intriguing and unresolved big issues in welfare
state research, particularly the incomplete – and therefore unsatisfactory –
manner in which the role of religion in welfare state development had
been studied. Although early work on the history of the welfare state had
included illuminating analyses of the pro-welfare role (e.g., via democ-
ratization) of Protestantism, later work had primarily focused on the
positive impact of social Catholicism as politically represented by Chris-
tian democracy on the European continent. We started to consider the
possibility that it had been an unfortunate omission not to consider the
impact of (social) Protestantism on the development of the European and
the American welfare state more generally.

We took as our example the German case, and we argued that in
the beginning the German welfare state seemed to have been a Protes-
tant project. This project was then ‘ursurped’ and expropriated by Social
Democracy and social Catholicism, as a result of which the bourgeois
Protestant middle class, the initial reform faction, was alienated from
the welfare state venture. The Protestant middle class responded, among
other things, with the development of a new ‘Sozialreform’ doctrine,
‘Ordoliberalism’. However, Ordoliberalism – despite the label – was not
a simple embracing of the liberal doctrine but contained substantial ele-
ments of interventionism with a social reform purpose. Ordoliberalism
was concerned with social equality, social harmony, and decent living. It

vii
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viii Preface

was against state redistributive programs, but not against a ‘caring state’
in the sense of caring for social peace and justice – even with the help
of massive economic interventions and corrections of the free market. In
other words, the renowned ‘soziale Marktwirtschaft’ could not – as it
usually was – be understood as a compromise between Catholic social
doctrine as embodied in the Bismarckian welfare state and economic
liberalism. Rather, the soziale Marktwirtschaft should be seen as a com-
promise between Catholic and Protestant social doctrine. Philip Manow
elaborated these theses in several articles on Germany (e.g., 2000, 2001,
2004).

This discussion and approach, taken as our point of departure, made
us more sensitive to the impact of Protestantism on the trajectory of
welfare state development in European countries other than Germany.
The Protestant influence had often been ignored because Protestantism
was usually not in favor of large-scale welfare expansion. But this did
not imply that Protestantism had not been important. Especially where
historically the sects and Protestant groups had been significant (e.g.,
Switzerland, Netherlands, the UK), we argued that one could notice a
retarding (delaying) influence as well as a much stronger emphasis on
individual responsibility and thrift (an aspect already noticed in the early
literature; see Manow and van Kersbergen, Chapter 1, this volume). But
how exactly had this worked in the relevant cases other than Germany?
And why and how, as in the case of the Netherlands, could this retarded
development be turned into a frontrunner expansion in the period after
World War II? Moreover, and perhaps more disturbingly, if the under-
emphasized role of Protestantism had to be reinvestigated and reevaluated
along the lines we suggested, did this not imply that the very mainstream
view of welfare state development – the widely supported Social Demo-
cratic power resources and welfare regime model – was also in need of
revision?

We decided to try and bring together researchers in the field work-
ing on these and related issues. With the financial and logistical help of
the Max Planck-Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung (Max-Planck Insti-
tute for the Study of Society) in Cologne, we were able to organize two
conferences (April/May 2004 and May 2006) to discuss our main con-
jecture about the role of Protestantism (and religion more generally) in
welfare state development and the many other questions and issues that
it inspired. We are extremely grateful to the directors of the Max-Planck
Institute, Fritz W. Scharpf and Wolfgang Streeck, and later Jens Beckert,
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Preface ix

for their valuable support of our project. The papers and discussions at
the first conference were of high value for further developing our own
ideas. We then wrote a first version of a theoretical context paper to
be used for the first drafts of the chapters that we discussed at the sec-
ond conference. After this, we had several rounds of revisions in light
of the chapters’ findings, making this enterprise a truly collaborative
venture. We want to thank the contributors to the volume and other
participants in the conferences for their much-needed and appreciated
input.

Over several years, we have benefited substantially from critical com-
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European Studies (Harvard); the CEVIPOF (Centre de Recherches Poli-
tiques de Sciences Po) and the CEPREMAP (Centre pour la Recherche
Economique et ses Applications) (Paris); the Max-Planck Institute for the
Study of Society (Cologne); Korea University (Seoul); the Political Econ-
omy seminar at Oxford University; Cambridge University; VU University
Amsterdam; Sichuan University (Chengdu); and the universities of Ams-
terdam, Bern, Münster, Berlin (Humboldt), Konstanz, Zürich, Helsinki,
and St. Gallen. In particular, we want to express our thanks to Daniele
Caramani, Peter Gourevitch, Silja Häussermann, Torben Iversen, Franz-
Xaver Kaufmann, Hans Keman, Hans-Peter Kriesi, Gerhard Lehmbruch,
Andreas Nölke, Phillippe Schmitter, David Soskice, Peter van Rooden,
and Barbara Vis.

We also want to thank the University of Konstanz’s Centre of Excel-
lence, “Cultural Foundations of Integration,” and especially its Institute
for Advanced Study, which hosted Kees van Kersbergen in 2008, for their
generous hospitality and support for this project. The faculty of social sci-
ences and the members of the Department of Political Science at the VU
University Amsterdam were so generous and kind to grant Kees van Kers-
bergen a one-year leave of absence to finish the book manuscript. We are
also grateful to two anonymous referees of Cambridge University Press
for their thought-provoking comments. Finally, we acknowledge that the
volume as a whole and every single chapter benefited greatly from the
unusually stimulating comments and helpful suggestions from the editors
of the Cambridge Studies in Social Theory, Religion, and Politics, David
C. Leege and Kenneth D. Wald.

Kees van Kersbergen and Philip Manow
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