
TEACHING OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Intellectual property (IP) comprises not only the valuable economic
assets of private firms, but also the social and cultural assets of society.
The potential impact of intellectual property assets is so great that it is
certain to have a considerable effect on national and international eco-
nomic development in the future. Despite this, the area of IP education
is relatively new to many academic institutions, and principles and
methods in teaching IP are still evolving.

Against this backdrop, a number of internationally renowned profes-
sors and practitioners share their teaching techniques in their particular
fields of expertise, including what they consider should be taught in
terms of coursework. The result is a valuable handbook for teachers and
those wishing to get up to speed on international IP issues.
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FOREWORD

Intellectual property is an increasingly important generator of economic,
social and cultural growth and development. A clear understanding of
the intellectual property system has, therefore, become a necessity for all
those associated with creative and innovative endeavor – from policy-
makers and business executives to educators and archivists, as well as
artists and inventors themselves. A solid grasp of the mechanics of the
system and a keen awareness of its enormous potential and power are key
in leveraging the opportunities it offers – at all levels.

It is for these reasons that enhancing intellectual property education,
in order to meet the growing need for informed and effective person -
nel trained in the field, has become one of the main challenges of the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). In 1998, the WIPO
Worldwide Academy took up the task of implementing the Organization’s
new program of intellectual property education, geared to human
resource development. Since then, the scope, content and diversity of that
program has expanded considerably, including the holding of several
global symposia, often in collaboration with like-minded institutions, to
examine intellectual property education and encourage the sharing, at
international level, of the valuable experience in the field acquired by aca-
demics around the world.

In 2005, speakers at one of those symposia encouraged the Academy
to consider preparing a publication that would showcase the best in intel-
lectual property curricula and teaching methods. This book, the fruit of
almost two years of preparation, is the response to that challenge. It
brings together the knowledge and wisdom of some of the most eminent
and respected educators and practitioners in the intellectual property
field, who draw on their many years of personal experience in intellectual
property education at the very highest level.

The purpose of this book is to enable those experts to explain their
teaching techniques in their particular field of expertise, including setting
out what they consider should be taught in terms of coursework based on
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“best practices.” The result is a publication with thoughtful, well-written,
scholarly input from all contributors, which, it is hoped, will serve intel-
lectual property education well for many years to come.

I would like to express WIPO’s great appreciation to each of these
authors for the time, effort and skill they have put into making this publi-
cation possible. I also wish to thank my colleagues Larry Allman, Julie
English, Lesley Sherwood, Mpazi Sinjela, and Yo Takagi for their contri-
butions  in bringing the project to fruition.

I hope the readers of this book will find it stimulating, useful and prac-
tical. Enhancing intellectual property education so that it is more
effective, responsive, and accessible, will benefit all countries of the world
and heighten the effectiveness of the intellectual property system as a tool
for development.

 

Director General
World Intellectual Property Organization

Geneva, Switzerland
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