
the cambridge companion to
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As the Messenger of God, Muh. ammad stands at the heart of the Islamic
religion, revered by Muslims throughout the world. The Cambridge
Companion to Muh. ammad comprises a collection of essays by some
of the most accomplished scholars in the field who are exploring the
life and legacy of the Prophet. The book is divided into three parts,
the first charting his biography and the milieu into which he was born,
the revelation of the Qur�ān, and his role in the early Muslim commu-
nity. The second part assesses his legacy as a lawmaker, philosopher,
and politician. In the third part, chapters examine how Muh. ammad has
been remembered across history in biography, prose, poetry, and, most
recently, in film and fiction. Essays are written to engage and inform
students, teachers, and readers coming to the subject for the first time.
They will come away with a deeper appreciation of the breadth of the
Islamic tradition, of the centrality of the role of the Prophet in that
tradition, and, indeed, of what it means to be a Muslim today.

Jonathan E. Brockopp is associate professor of history and religious stud-
ies at Pennsylvania State University. A specialist on early Islamic legal
texts, he has written widely on Islamic law, ethics, and comparative
religions. His books include Early Mālikı̄ Law: Ibn �Abd al-H. akam and
His Major Compendium of Jurisprudence (2000); Judaism and Islam
in Practice: A Sourcebook (2000, coauthored with Jacob Neusner and
Tamara Sonn); and two edited volumes on Islamic ethics. His arti-
cle “Theorizing Charismatic Authority in Early Islamic Law” (2005)
advances a new theory for understanding the role of Muh. ammad in
Islamic history.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-71372-6 - The Cambridge Companion to Muhammad
Edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521713726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge companions to religion
This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and
religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by
international scholars that provide an accessible and stimulating introduction
to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.

Other titles in the series

american judaism
Edited by Dana Evan Kaplan

karl barth
Edited by John Webster

the bible, 2nd edition
Edited by Bruce Chilton

biblical interpretation
Edited by John Barton

dietrich bonhoeffer
Edited by John de Gruchy

john calvin
Edited by Donald K. McKim

christian doctrine
Edited by Colin Gunton

christian ethics
Edited by Robin Gill

christian philosophical theology
Edited by Charles Taliaferro and Chad V. Meister

jonathan edwards
Edited by Stephen J. Stein

feminist theology
Edited by Susan Frank Parsons

the jesuits
Edited by Thomas Worcester

jesus
Edited by Markus Bockmuehl

liberation theology
Edited by Chris Rowland

martin luther
Edited by Donald K. McKim

medieval jewish philosophy
Edited by Daniel H. Frank and Oliver Leaman

modern jewish philosophy
Edited by Michael L. Morgan and Peter Eli Gordon

postmodern theology
Edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer

Continued after the Index

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-71372-6 - The Cambridge Companion to Muhammad
Edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521713726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


the cambridge companion to

MUH. AMMAD

Edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp
Pennsylvania State University

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-71372-6 - The Cambridge Companion to Muhammad
Edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521713726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
São Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521713726

© Cambridge University Press 2010

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2010

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

The Cambridge companion to Muhammad / edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp.
p. cm. – (Cambridge companions to religion)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-0-521-88607-9 (hardback) – isbn 978-0-521-71372-6 (pbk.)
1. Muhammad, Prophet, d. 632 – Biography – History and criticism I. Brockopp,
Jonathan E., 1962– II. Title. III. Series.
bp75.3.c36 2010
297.6′3 – dc22 2009039058

isbn 978-0-521-88607-9 Hardback
isbn 978-0-521-71372-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of urls for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in
this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-71372-6 - The Cambridge Companion to Muhammad
Edited by Jonathan E. Brockopp
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521713726
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


This book is dedicated to
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