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FOREWORD

It is a great pleasure to welcome this third edition of Andreas Kapardis’ textbook,
Psychology and Law. The first and second editions rapidly became recognised as
classic texts and have been widely used in undergraduate and postgraduate courses
on legal and forensic psychology. My own students have found the previous editions
incredibly useful and informative. They have also been of great interest to forensic
psychologists and psychiatrists, academic and practising lawyers, law-enforcement
personnel, and many practitioners and policy-makers.

This third edition is even better. Although it follows the successful organisation
of the second edition, this edition has been completely revised and updated. Profes-
sor Kapardis has obviously put a huge amount of work into reading all the latest
studies and clearly demonstrates his encyclopaedic knowledge of psychology and
law. Useful features include margin notes, case studies and revision questions. Like
the previous editions, this book is scholarly, detailed, wide-ranging and up-to-date,
but nevertheless very readable. There is no comparable modern textbook with such
an international coverage of research on psychology and law.

This international coverage, focusing on the UK, the USA, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand, reflects the fact that Andreas Kapardis is a very international
person. He completed Masters and PhD theses under my supervision at Cambridge
University about 25 years ago and then taught and carried out research for a long
time in Australia. Now he is pioneering research and teaching in legal and forensic
psychology in Cyprus. Dr Kapardis is exceptionally knowledgeable about psychol-
ogy and law throughout the world, as readers of this book will soon discover.

Compared with the previous editions, there are many new features in this book.
In the chapter on the jury, the effects of characteristics of lawyers and judges on
juries are reviewed. In the chapter on sentencing, there are detailed discussions of the
important topics of victims and restorative justice. In the chapter on psychologists
as expert witnesses, the legal status of the psychologist in court is specified. In the
chapter on detecting deception, expert human lie-detectors and computerised lie-
detection are discussed. Identification from CCTV images and facial composites are
reviewed in the chapter on witness recognition procedures. Finally, there are many
important new features in the chapter on psychology and the police, including
prejudice and discrimination in relation to police work, offender profiling, the
psychology of terrorism and characteristics of terrorists.

Forensic psychology is expanding very quickly in many different countries and
there is an increasing need for trained scholars and practitioners. The value of
applying the theories and methods of psychology to key issues arising in law and
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xiv F o r e w o r d

legal processes is now widely accepted. One of the most important contributions of
psychologists lies in their use of the scientific method, and especially the experimen-
tal method, to investigate legal questions. This book will be extremely valuable in
training, as a source of the latest research information about such important topics
as eyewitness testimony, children as witnesses, jury decision-making, sentencing,
detecting deception, and psychology as applied to law enforcement (to mention only
a few of the issues covered). I am delighted to welcome Andreas Kapardis’ third
edition as an outstanding contribution to knowledge about psychology and law. It
should be essential reading for all legal and forensic psychologists, law-enforcement
personnel and for all criminal lawyers and legal practitioners.

DAVID P. FARRINGTON

Professor of Psychological Criminology

University of Cambridge
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