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In the second half of the eighteenth century, German philosophy
came for a while to dominate European philosophy. It changed the
way 1n which not only Europeans, but people all over the world,
conceived of themselves and thought about nature, religion, human
history, politics, and the structure of the human mind. In this rich
and wide-ranging book, Terry Pinkard interweaves the story of
“Germany” — changing during this period from a loose collection of
principalities to a newly emerged nation with a distinctive culture —
with an examination of the currents and complexities of its devel-
oping philosophical thought. He examines the dominant influence
of Kant, with his revolutionary emphasis on “self-determination,”
and traces this influence through the development of Romanticism
and idealism to the critiques of post-Kantian thinkers such as
Schopenhauer and Kierkegaard. His book will interest a range of
readers in the history of philosophy, cultural history, and the history
of ideas.

TERRY PINKARD is Professor of Philosophy and German at
Northwestern University. His publications include Hegel’s Dialectic:
The Explanation of Possibility (1988), Hegel’s Phenomenology: The Sociality
of Reason (1996), and Hegel (2000), as well as many journal articles.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter

More information

GERMAN PHILOSOPHY
1760-1860
The Legacy of Idealism

TERRY PINKARD

Northwestern University

CAMBRIDGE
7 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDIGATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2ru, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 100114211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcén 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org
© Terry Pinkard 2002

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2002
Typeface Baskerville Monotype 11/12.5 pt System BIEX 2 [TB]
A catalogue record for this book us available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Pinkard, Terry P.
German philosophy 1760-1860: the legacy of idealism / Terry Pinkard.
cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0 521 66326 1 (hardback) 1sBN 0 521 66381 4 (paperback)
1. Philosophy, German — 18th century. 2. Philosophy, German — 1gth century.

L. Tide.

B2615 .P52 2002

193—dcar 2002018924

ISBN 0 521 66326 1 hardback
ISBN 0 521 66381 4 paperback

Transferred to digital printing 2004

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter

More information

To Susan

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter
More information
Conlents
Acknowledgements page ix
List of abbreviations X
Introduction: “Germany” and German philosophy I
PART I KANT AND THE REVOLUTION IN PHILOSOPHY
1 The revolution in philosophy (I): human spontaneity and
the natural order 19
2 The revolution in philosophy (II): autonomy and the
moral order 45
3 The revolution in philosophy (III): aesthetic taste,
teleology, and the world order 66
PART II THE REVOLUTION CONTINUED: POST-KANTIANS
Introduction: idealism and the reality of the
French Revolution 82
4 The 1780s: the immediate post-Kantian reaction:
Jacobi and Reinhold 87
The 1790s: Fichte 105
The 1790s after Fichte: the Romantic appropriation
of Kant (I): Holderlin, Novalis, Schleiermacher,
Schlegel 131
7 1795-1809: the Romantic appropriation of Kant (II):
Schelling 172

vii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter

More information

viil Contents

8 1801-1807: the other post-Kantian: Jacob Friedrich Fries
and non-Romantic sentimentalism 199

PART III THE REVOLUTION COMPLETED? HEGEL
Introduction: post-revolutionary Germany 214

g9 Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit: post-Kantianism

in a new vein 217
10 Hegel’s analysis of mind and world: the Science of Logic 246
11 Nature and spirit: Hegel’s system 266

PART IV THE REVOLUTION IN QUESTION
Introduction: exhaustion and resignation, 1830-1855 306
12 Schelling’s attempt at restoration: idealism under review 317

13 Kantian paradoxes and modern despair: Schopenhauer

and Kierkegaard 333
Conclusion: the legacy of idealism 356
Bibliography 368
Index 378

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

Hilary Gaskin of Cambridge University Press first gave me the idea for
this book. Without her encouragement both at first and all along the
way, the book would never have been written. That she also contributed
many helpful suggestions on rewriting the manuscript as it was under
way all the more puts me in her debt.

I have cited several of Robert Pippin’s pieces in the manuscript, but
his influence runs far deeper than any of the footnotes could indicate.
In all of the conversations we have had about these topics over the years
and in the class we taught together, I have learned much from his sug-
gestions, his arguments, and his ideas for how this line of thought might
be improved. I have incorporated many more of the ideas taken from
mutual conversations and a class taught together than could possibly be
indicated by even an infinite set of footnotes to his published work.

Fred Rush also read the manuscript; his comments were invaluable.

Susan Pinkard offered not only support but the help of a historian’s
gaze when I was trying to figure out how to make my way along this
path. Without her, this book would not have been written.

X

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521663261 - German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism
Terry Pinkard

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
Brgfe G. W. F. Hegel, Briefe von und an Hegel, ed. Johannes
Hoffmeister, Hamburg: Felix Meiner Verlag, 1969,
vols. 1—4.
HelW G. W. F. Hegel, Werke in zwanzig Bénden, eds. Eva

Moldenhauer and Karl Markus Michel, Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp, 1971.
V474 Immanuel Kant, Werke, ed. Wilhelm Weischedel,
Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1977, vol. 1.
Schellings Werke E W. J. Schelling, Schellings Werke, ed. Manfred
Schroter, Munich: C. H. Beck und Oldenburg, 1927.

Sw J- G. Fichte, Samtliche Werke, ed. Immanuel
Hermann Fichte, Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1971.
WTB Friedrich von Hardenberg, Werke, Tagebiicher und

Briefe, eds. Hans-Joachim Mihl and Richard
Samuel, Munich: Carl Hanser, 1978.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521663261
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

