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The so-called ‘Antioch Incident’ — the confrontation between the apostles
Peter and Paul in Galatians 2.11-21 — continues to be a source of contro-
versy in both scholarly and popular estimations of the emergence of the
early church and the development of Pauline theology.

Paul and the Crucified Christ in Antioch offers an innovative interpreta-
tion of Paul’s account of and response to this event, creatively combining
historical reconstruction, detailed exegesis and theological reflection. S. A.
Cummins argues that the nature and significance of the central issue at
stake in Antioch — whether the Torah or Jesus Christ determines who are
the people of God — gain great clarity and force when viewed in relation to a
Maccabean martyr model of Judaism as now christologically reconfigured
and redeployed in the life and ministry of the apostle Paul.

S. A. CUMMINS is Associate Professor of New Testament at Canadian
Theological Seminary, Regina, Saskatchewan. He has taught both in Can-
ada and the UK, and has published in academic journals.
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PREFACE

This monograph is an abbreviated version of a doctoral dissertation
accepted by the University of Oxford in 1995, further revised in
various respects while interacting with more recent significant
studies. At every stage of this project I have benefited greatly from
the wisdom and support of many scholars, colleagues, friends and
institutions, and with appreciation here acknowledge their consid-
erable contribution.

Above all I am indebted to my supervisor, Canon Revd Dr N. T.
Wright, whose exemplary commitment to both church and aca-
demia continues to evoke fidelity to the task at hand. The Revd Dr
Andrew Goddard, a soul mate in matters Pauline, was a constant
and enduring source of insight and inspiration. Others who con-
tributed in ways they may not know include Professor Christopher
Rowland, the Revd Robert Morgan, Dr Jan Willem van Henten,
and the examiners, Dr John Barclay and Dr William Horbury. Ad-
ditionally, aspects of my research in progress were presented in the
form of papers read at the annual meetings of the Canadian Society
of Biblical Studies, the Society of Biblical Literature and the British
New Testament Conference; and I learned much from the responses
of various participants.

Concurrent with writing the dissertation I enjoyed the empathetic
environment provided by students and colleagues in the Department
of Religious Studies, Cheltenham & Gloucester College of Higher
Education, and at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. I am also most grateful to
the Revd Dr Roger Beckwith and Mrs Mary Oxford at Latimer
House who provided a quiet and congenial context within which to
work. Throughout I was encouraged and assisted by a theological
support group, variously comprising Sabina Elkire, Andrew God-
dard, Paula Gooder, Kendall Harmon, Bruce Hindmarsh, Moyer
Hubbard, Sylvia Keesmaat, Rick Simpson and Nick Townsend.

Xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/052166201X
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

052166201X - Paul and the Crucified Christ in Antioch: Maccabean Martyrdom and
Galatians 1 and 2

Stephen Anthony Cummins

Frontmatter

More information

Xiv Preface

Companionship and comic relief were also provided by Norman
Klassen.

Gratefully acknowledged is the considerable financial assistance
provided during the period of my doctoral research by the following
bodies: the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada for successive doctoral fellowships; the Committee of Vice-
Chancellors and Principals of the Universities of the United King-
dom for an Overseas Research Student Award; and Oxford Uni-
versity Faculty of Theology for a Hensley Henson Award.

In revising the dissertation I have enjoyed the congenial context
of Canadian Theological Seminary, not least the warmth and sup-
port of successive students and colleagues. Considerable technical
expertise was deployed by Mr Gerry Hall and Dr Andy Reimer. 1
am especially thankful for the assistance and wisdom of my col-
league and friend, Dr Mabiala Kenzo. Additional thanks to Dr
Robert Webb for his sound judgement and grace. Finally, I express
appreciation to Professor Richard Bauckham for his careful con-
sideration of the manuscript; to Mr Kevin Taylor, Publishing Di-
rector (Humanities and Social Sciences), for his patience and kind-
ness; and to Jan Chapman for her remarkable attention to detail.

My vocation in biblical studies would not have taken place with-
out the formative influence of my parents. This monograph would
have been neither undertaken nor completed without the faithful-
ness of my wife Jayne and, in media res, the joy that is our three
children Leah, Hannah and Jared. To them it is dedicated with love.
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