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This book represents the first comprehensive record of all legal documents per-
taining to the Salem witch trials, in chronological order. Numerous newly dis-
covered manuscripts, as well as records published in earlier books that were over-
looked in other editions, offer a narrative account of the much-written-about
episode in 1692–93. The book may be used as a reference book or read as an
unfolding narrative. All legal records are newly transcribed, and errors in previous
editions have been corrected. Included in this edition is a historical introduction,
a legal introduction, and a linguistic introduction. Manuscripts are accompanied
by notes that, in many cases, identify the person who wrote the record. This has
never been attempted, and much is revealed by seeing who wrote what, when.
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I Petition to your honours not for my own life for I know I must die . . . I Question
not but your honours does to the uttmost of your Powers in the discouery and

detecting of witchcraft and witches and would not be gulty of Innocent blood for the
world but by my own Innocencye I know you are in the wrong way . . . I being

confident there is seuerall of them has belyed themselue.

– Mary Esty, executed September 22, 1692
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