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Policy-Making and Diversity in Europe examines the European polity and its policy-
making processes. In particular, it asks how an institution which is so riddled with
veto points manages to be such an active and aggressive policy-maker. Héritier argues
that the diversity of actors’ interests and the consensus-forcing nature of European
institutions would almost inevitably stall the decision-making process, were it not for
the existence of creative informal strategies and policy-making patterns. Termed by
the author ‘subterfuge’, these strategies prevent political impasses and ‘make Europe
work’. The book examines the presence of subterfuge in the policy domains of
market-making, the provision of collective goods, redistribution and distribution.
Subterfuge is seen to reinforce the primary functions of the European polity: the
accommodation of diversity, policy innovation and democratic legitimation. Pro-
fessor Heéritier concludes that the use of subterfuge to reconcile unity with diversity
and competition with co-operation is the greatest challenge facing European policy-
making.

ADRIENNE HERITIER is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Max Planck
Project Group ‘Common Goods: Law, Politics and Economics’. She teaches at the
European University Institute, Florence.
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Social scientists have rediscovered institutions. They have been increas-
ingly concerned with the myriad ways in which social and political institu-
tions shape the patterns of individual interactions that produce social
phenomena. They are equally concerned with the ways in which institutions
emerge from such interactions.

This series is devoted to the exploration of the more normative aspects of
these issues. What makes one set of institutions better than another? How, if
at all, might we move from a less desirable set of institutions to a more
desirable set? Alongside the questions of what institutions we would design,
if we were designing them afresh, are pragmatic questions of how we can best
get from here to there: from our present institutions to new revitalized ones.

Theories of Institutional Design is insistently multidisciplinary and inter-
disciplinary, both in the institutions on which it focuses, and in the
methodologies used to study them. There are interesting sociological ques-
tions to be asked about legal institutions, interesting legal questions to be
asked about economic institutions, and interesting social, economic, and
legal questions to be asked about political institutions. By juxtaposing these
approaches in print, this series aims to enrich normative discourse sur-
rounding important issues of designing and redesigning, shaping and
reshaping the social, political, and economic institutions of contemporary
society.
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