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In this revised version of the French original, Wiktor Stoczkowski,
an anthropologist, argues that the theories of human origins de-
veloped by naturalists, archaeologists and physical anthropologists
from the early nineteenth century to the present day are structurally
similar to modern popular theories, and to the speculations of ear-
lier philosophers. Reviewing a remarkable range of thinkers writing
in a variety of European languages, he makes a convincing argu-
ment for this case. Even though the book highlights the paucity
of development in scientific explanations of human origins, it ends
with an optimistic conclusion about the power of the scientific ap-
proach to deliver more reliable theories — but only if it is conscious
of the baggage it carries over from popular discourse.

WIKTOR STOCZKOWSKI trained as a prehistoric archaeologist and
ethnologist, and, later, as a historian of science. He is lecturer in
anthropology at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales
(EHESS) in Paris, director of Groupe de Recherches sur les Savoirs
and research member of Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Sociale.
His publications include Anthropologie naive, anthropologie savante (1994),
Aux origines de Uhumanité: anthologie (1996), Des hommes, des dieux et des
extraterrestres (1999) and numerous articles.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521651344 - Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture
Wiktor Stoczkowski

Frontmatter

More information

EXPLAINING HUMAN ORIGINS

Myth, Imagination and Conjecture

WIKTOR STOCZKOWSKI
Translated by Mary Turton

7% CAMBRIDGE
h UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521651344 - Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture
Wiktor Stoczkowski

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cs2 2ru, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 10011-4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic §207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcon 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8oo1, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

Originally published in French as Anthropologie naive, anthropologie savante by CNRS Editions
and © 1994 by CNRS Editions. First published in English in 2002 by Cambridge University Press
as Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture. English translation
© Cambridge University Press 2002.

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2002
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Typeface Baskerville Monotype 11/12.5 pt. System SIEX 2 [TB]
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Stoczkowski, Wiktor.
[Anthropologie naive, anthropologie savante. English]
Explaining human origins: myth, imagination, and conjecture / by Wiktor Stoczkowski;
translated by Mary Turton.

p- cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0 521 65134 4 — ISBN 0 521 65730 X (pbk.)
1. Human beings—origin. 2. Anthropology, prehistoric. 3. Anthropology—philosophy.

GN281 .885813 2001
599.93'8 — dca1 2001035900

ISBN 0 521 65134 4 hardback
ISBN 0 521 65730 X paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521651344 - Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture
Wiktor Stoczkowski

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of tables page vii
Acknowledgements X
Introduction: in which the author briefly explains his aims I
1 Prehistory and the conditioned imagination 3
2 Anthropogenesis and science 29
3 Insearch of causes 68
4 Evolutionary mechanisms: the constraints of nature
or of imagination? 131

5 A double game 168
Bibliography 199
Index 225

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521651344 - Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture
Wiktor Stoczkowski

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

1 Attributes of primitive hunter-gatherers

and of industrial civilisation page 24
2 The hominisation scenarios analysed 33
3 The distinctive characteristics either of humans

in general, or of primitive humanity in particular,

as described in our sample of hominisation scenarios 36
4 Different representations of the natural environment

of the early hominids in the hominisation scenarios 56
5 First mentions of the ‘causal’ relations most frequent

in our sample of the scenarios of hominisation 124,

6 The first mentions in European literature of distinctive
characteristics either of humans in general, or of primitive
humanity in particular 125

7 Explanatory sequences extracted from our sample
of hominisation scenarios and classified according
to the mechanism of evolutionary change they presuppose 133

Vil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521651344 - Explaining Human Origins: Myth, Imagination and Conjecture
Wiktor Stoczkowski

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

This book owes much to Jean-Claude Gardin: over the years his aid and
indulgence have made my research possible. My gratitude goes also to
those whose assistance has been precious to me: Catherine Perles, Yves
Coppens, Jacques Perriault, Henri-Paul Francfort, Jean Chavaillon,
Arnold Lebeuf. Tim Murray, Suzan Murray and Nathan Schlanger
kindly agreed to read through the manuscript and help to improve its
final version.

The research presented here has been carried out with the financial
assistance of the Foundation Fyssen and the Foundation Singer-Polignac.

X

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521651344
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

