
Democracy by Force
US Military Intervention in the Post-Cold War World

Since the end of the Cold War the international community, and the
USA in particular, has intervened in a series of civil conflicts around
the world. In a number of cases, where actions such as economic sanc-
tions or diplomatic pressures have failed, military interventions have
been undertaken. This book examines four US-sponsored inter-
ventions (Panama, Somalia, Haiti, and Bosnia), focusing on efforts to
reconstruct the state which have followed military action. Such nation-
building is vital if conflict is not to recur. In each of the four cases,
Karin von Hippel considers the factors which led the USA to inter-
vene, the path of military intervention, and the nation-building efforts
which followed. The book seeks to provide a greater understanding
of the successes and failures of US policy, to improve strategies for
reconstruction, and to provide some insight into the conditions under
which intervention and nation-building are likely to succeed.

K  H  is Political Advisor to the Representative of the
UN Secretary-General for Somalia. She was a MacArthur Post-
Doctoral Associate at King’s College London in 1995–6, and Project
Manager for the Complex Emergencies Unit at the Centre for Defence
Studies, King’s College London. She is the author of several journal
articles, book chapters, and reports for the European Commission.
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