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German Civilization (Landeskunde). This six-week program brings
fifteen to twenty American college professors, mostly German literature
specialists but also a smattering of social scientists, to the Federal
Republic each year to meet scholars, journalists, business leaders, and
politicians. The goal of the Landeskundekonferenz is to develop a deeper
understanding of politics and history among area specialists in the
United States, with an eye toward broadening the curriculum of
German studies programs. At the time, national newspapers were filled
with the Tiananmen Square massacre and Gorbachev’s triumphant visit
to Bonn. Our seminar dealt with a host of historical and contemporary
issues — national socialism, the postwar Wirtschaftswunder, immigration,
environmental politics — and included visits to a depressed industrial
region (the Saarland) and to the divided capital of Berlin. We left in
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late 1980s. In late December, long after the Wall had ceased to function
and the prospect of unification had become very real, I received a
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Community) still exist. Britain remains a skeptical participant in Eur-
opean affairs, the recent turnover in government to the contrary
notwithstanding. France is still searching for a leadership role on the
world stage. And Germany is still anchored comfortably in the West.

This book explores the origins and consequences of continuity, as well
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