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PREFACE

For more than a century, the history of the university of Paris and of
medieval universities in general has been reconstructed largely from
statutory evidence and from the written products of their schools and
convents. This type of documentation initially led historians to focus
their attention on questions of origin, constitutional structure, curri-
culum, and secondarily on intellectual activities and the conjectured
daily life of students. Once the early stages of development had taken
place, the institutional structure of each university was thought to be
set, and descriptions of those structures were presumably as applicable to
the late fourteenth century as they were to the early thirteenth. Where
changes in degree requirements or administrative authority were noted,
these were viewed as slight variations that did not significantly alter the
continuity of basic structures. Change lay in the growth of colleges, the
introduction and accommodation of the mendicant orders into univer-
sities, and the different intellectual currents and schools of thought that
arose, waned, or reappeared as one moved from the thirteenth to the
fifteenth century.

In recent years the interests of historians have shifted more to
questions of social background, geographical recruitment, careers of
students and masters, and the interaction of universities with the
surrounding society. This shift is evident in the work of A. B. Cobban,
Guy Lytle, Jirgen Miethke, Peter Moraw, Hilde de Ridder-Symoens,
Rainer Schwinges, Jacques Verger, and numerous others. Yet the
tendency to bring all the medieval evidence together into one picture
has remained strong, as can be seen in the first volume of A History of the
University in Europe (1992).

The broad, comparative approach covering several centuries —
whether it be of one or several universities — allows one a synthetic
overview of university structure and development. That approach has
also been sustained in part by a belief among scholars that there is not

x1
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sufficient and balanced information from any single university at one
point in time to be able effectively to address questions of social
composition. This is why evidence derived from prosopographical
research — perhaps the single most important development in the history
of universities in the previous generation — has primarily been used to
establish general trends within university populations over time. Such
studies provide a means of arriving at a more quantitative, less
impressionistic picture of social composition, geographical background,
or career patterns of graduates than had previously been possible. And
since biographical data is quantitatively richer for the fifteenth century,
the previous two centuries have been passed over as largely unknowable
in terms of social composition. When the question of what preceded
the university world of the fifteenth century has been posed, the
generalizations of earlier historians have been accepted as sufficiently
descriptive and accurate.

There are two serious flaws with the broad, comparative approach
built on a supposedly in-depth knowledge of fifteenth-century uni-
versities. First, one cannot, on the basis of fifteenth-century evidence,
assume that earlier universities were substantially the same or substan-
tially different. Second, if information drawn from one university at one
point in time is too meager and unbalanced for substantive conclusions,
how can the cumulative weight of such evidence have greater demon-
strative validity? As A. B. Emden remarked on the eve of the computer-
ization of the data in his biographical registers of Oxford and
Cambridge, the resulting picture can be highly misleading. Raw
statistics obscure and ignore the imbalances produced by difterent types
of documentation and sources from which biographical registers are of
necessity compiled. Moreover, a general, composite picture, even one
concerned with trends over time, often ignores the fact that the amount
and type of evidence from which such data bases are derived vary
enormously from decade to decade and from university to university.

The most troubling aspect of the composite picture of the social and
regional structure of a university is the assumption that it was relatively
uniform across time, with the exception, in the case of the university of
Paris, of the supposed effects of the Hundred Years War, the Black
Death, and the Papal Schism in the course of the fourteenth century.
But if we do not know what the university of Paris was like before
those events, how can we realistically discuss continuity and change?
Until time-specific studies are done for universities, we simply have no
base lines from which to determine in what areas and to what degree
change took place in the social composition of a university between the
thirteenth and fifteenth century.

xi1
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The following work grows out of the “‘recovery’” of a document that
permits just such a base line to be established for the upper echelon of
the university of Paris at one point in time in the early fourteenth
century. The document has long been known but largely ignored
because the form in which it survived hid its meaning, importance, and
precise date. The document in question is a financial record compiled
during a general collection from members of the university of Paris in
the 1329—30 academic year. When the document is restructured,
reedited, and the persons listed are identified and their biographies
compiled through other evidence, there emerges the most detailed
picture yet of an academic generation of scholars resident at Paris — or
indeed at any medieval university — before the last years of the
fourteenth century. Put simply, the computus of 1329—30 is the single
richest source for the social composition and topography at one point in
time of arguably the most important university in medieval Europe.

Although many other documents have been used in this study to
augment the information in the 1329—30 document, the uniqueness and
richness of the document, as well as the difficulties in interpreting its
content, merit its being made the principal object of study. In its present
archival state and as previously edited, the document is analogous to the
torn pieces of an old photograph. Even when reassembled, the nature
and purpose of the event as well as the identity of the persons in the
picture are not immediately evident. The photograph contains some
faces we recognize immediately, others who look distantly familiar, and
others in the passing crowd whose names, almost as facial expressions,
evoke striking images in the mind (“Johannes sense lettres,” “‘Prior
Berdoniss cum suis rebellibus,” and “Henricus sine amors”) but might
not otherwise be remembered or brought back to life. Some figures
have their faces hidden or cropped oft and are identifiable only by their
clothing or livery. Some are obviously together as friends or associates,
but the precise link is uncertain.

The first step in identifying the meaning of the document — the
subject of Chapter One — is to reassemble the pieces in proper order, to
determine when, where, and why the record was made, and to ascertain
what proportion of the total university population, or at least its
academic leadership, is covered by the persons listed in this document.
The second step — the subject of Chapter Two — is to understand the
ritual that was being recorded, namely university collections as they
developed in the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries. The third
step — the subject of Chapter Three — is to uncover the circumstance
that provoked a chain of events, one of which created the document in
question. Chapter Four explores the topographical placement of the

X111
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figures in the photograph, which helps us to understand something of
the disciplinary and social arrangement of the university community.
From there the work builds in several directions: into the residential
structures and relationships of Parisian scholars, into their social and
economic background, and finally into their geographical and regional
origins — that wider world from which they came and to which most
eventually returned. The resulting picture could be presented in terms
of percentages and general trends, distilled from the individual histories
from which such statistics are compiled. A conscious effort has be made,
however, to retain a sense of place and time, and the human dimension
that is often a more authentic and honest echo of the past.

In the end we have not only a window in time, a micro-history of
one year in the life of a medieval university — which in this case
included the rape of a young woman by a student and the consequent
legal disputes between the university, the bishop, and the chapter of
Notre Dame that led ultimately to the papal court at Avignon — but,
more importantly, an in-depth picture of the social, economic, and
residential structure of the university community at Paris as it existed in
the early fourteenth century.

Because of the complexity and duration of the project, many
individuals and groups have provided invaluable support and advice.
The initial research was begun at the Institute for Advanced Study at
Princeton and at the Institute for Research in the Humanities at
Madison, and in those two institutes [ would especially like to thank
Giles Constable and David Lindberg. The work also profited by a
Forschungspreis from the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung and the
collaboration and hospitality of Professor Jiirgen Miethke at Heidelberg.
The final stages of research were completed in Rome, where I was a
visiting scholar at the American Academy, and in Paris. In those two
settings, I am especially grateful to Caroline Bruzelius, then Director of
the American Academy in Rome; Leonard Boyle, then Prefect of the
Bibliotheca Apostolica Vaticana; Sergio Pagano, Vice Prefect of the
Archivio Segreto Vaticano; the administrative staff of the Bibliotheque
de la Sorbonne; M. Pierre Petitmengin, director of the Bibliotheque de
I'Ecole Normale Supérieure; Jacques Verger, professor of medieval
history at the Université de Paris; and Madame Le Maresquier of the
Centre de Topographie Historique de Paris for her advice on the map
of Paris in 1329. I am also grateful to Astrik L. Gabriel, director emeritus
of the Medieval Institute at Notre Dame; to John Van Engen, its past
director; and to Louis Jordan, curator of the Ambrosiana Collection at
Notre Dame, for the photographic reproductions from the microfilm of
the register of the English-German nation in which the 1329—30
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document was bound. And without the map work of Qingling Wang
and the Cartographic Lab of the University of Wisconsin, with the
support of its director, Onno Brouwer, the visualization of detailed
information would be lacking.

Finally, I am much indebted to present and former students who read
through various chapters, to Thomas Sullivan for his help with the
identification of several monasteries, to Robin Gold for the initial copy-
editing, to my colleagues in the Department of History at Wisconsin for
their continuing confidence and support, and to the Research Com-
mittee of the Graduate School, which funded the initial prosopo-
graphical data base for the university of Paris in the fourteenth century,
which in turn led to the reconstruction, dating, and study of the
1329—30 computus.
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BTh Bachelor of Theology
Comp. Computus of 1329—1330, as edited in Appendix 1
DCiv Doctor of Civil Law
DDecr  Doctor of Canon Law (Decrees)
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MA Master of Arts
n. note
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prov. province
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