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HEIDEGGER AND THE GROUND OF ETHICS

Existential philosophy has often been identified with moral nihilism and the
idea that everything is permitted. This book shows that, in the case of Mar-
tin Heidegger, any such assumption seriously distorts the true character of
his thought. In Being and Time Heidegger sketches a concept of human co-
existence as Mitsein — our being together with one another in the world. He
also makes clear that Mitsein has ethical implications, although he failed to
develop them in any detail. This study carries forward the analysis of the eth-
ical character of Mitsein and at several points moves significantly beyond
Heidegger’s account of it.

Written by one of the preeminent interpreters of Heidegger, this book is
an important statement about the basis of human sociality. It is a major con-
tribution to the continuing debates about Heidegger in particular and
ethics in general.
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MODERN EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY

This series contains a range of high-quality books on philosophers, topics,
and schools of thought prominent in the Kantian and post-Kantian Euro-
pean tradition. It is nonsectarian in approach and methodology, and in-
cludes both introductory and more specialized treatments of these thinkers
and topics. Authors are encouraged to interpret the boundaries of the mod-
ern European tradition in a broad way and in primarily philosophical rather
than historical terms.
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