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Things made plain: Functional
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Things made plain: Sentence structure A
4.4 Periphery learning
What it is and how it works
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6 How can we vary the activities
we do? 162
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180
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Time
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Reading a text and then answering questions
on it A

Dictation A
Repeating after the teacher A
Copying from the blackboard A
Reading a dialogue and then role

playing it A

Checking homework around the class A
Filling in gaps in a cloze text A
Student presentations A
Memorising A
6.6 Conclusion

Generative activity frameworks
Content
How people learn
How teaching can be handled
Materials
7.4 What happens once you get some

starting points
Building courses, playing your course cards
Laying down one card, or the one card trick
Playing similar sorts of cards
Heart, club, diamond, heart, club, diamond
One of spades, one of hearts, one of clubs
Building a pack of cards
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7.5 Before individual lessons
The zero option
Writing lesson notes
Different sorts of notes
Visualising the class
In-class ideas
Immediately after class
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Keeping track
Analysis of tapes
Ideas for balancing up
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7.7 Conclusion

Teacher and students alter texts that are too
short A

Teacher and students alter texts that are too
long A

Adding the students in
Read aloud and shadow A
Different voices and gestures A
Reversals A
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Finishing off A
5.11 Conclusion

Crowd control
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Group work
One-to-one (or very small group) teaching
Practical principles for teaching one-to-one

or very small groups
Exam classes
Practical principles for working with exam

classes
Transparency
Similarity
Get students in the study mood
Balance
Exam tips

Sort yourself out!
Substitution classes
Practical principles for working with

substitution classes
Using pictures A
Using an unusual methodology A
Using teacher resource books
Using a topic-based lesson
Classes with few resources or facilities
Practical principles for working with under-

resourced classes
Seating
Boards and display surfaces
Individual student materials
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Using pictures A
Using an unusual methodology A
Using teacher resource books
Using a topic-based lesson
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Practical principles for working with under-
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Seating
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people
Classes with students who don’t get on
Practical principles for working with classes

who don’t get on
Avoidance
Confrontation
Separate development
Cooperation

Undisciplined classes
Practical principles for dealing with
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Before class
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Hijacks: Pleasant and unpleasant surprises
Practical principles for dealing with
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8.6 Conclusion
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