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This edition of Romeo and Juliet is part of the Cambridge School
Shakespeare series. Like every other play in the series, it has been
specially prepared to help all students in schools and colleges.

This Romeo and Juliet aims to be different from other editions of the
play. It invites you to bring the play to life in your classroom, hall or drama
studio through enjoyable activities that will increase your understanding.
Actors have created their different interpretations of the play over the
centuries. Similarly, you are encouraged to make up your own mind about
Romeo and Juliet, rather than having someone else’s interpretation
handed down to you.

Cambridge School Shakespeare does not offer you a cut-down or
simplified version of the play. This is Shakespeare’s language, filled with
imaginative possibilities. You will find on every left-hand page: a summary
of the action, an explanation of unfamiliar words, a choice of activities on
Shakespeare’s language, characters and stories.

Between each act and in the pages at the end of the play, you will find
notes, illustrations and activities. These will help to increase your
understanding of the whole play.

There are a large number of activities to give you the widest choice to
suit your own particular needs. Please don’t think you have to do every
one. Choose the activities that will help you most.

This edition will be of value to you whether you are studying for an
examination, reading for pleasure, or thinking of putting on the play to
entertain others. You can work on the activities on your own or in groups.
Many of the activities suggest a particular group size, but don’t be afraid to
make up larger or smaller groups to suit your own purposes.

Although you are invited to treat Romeo and Juliet as a play, you don’t
need special dramatic or theatrical skills to do the activities. By choosing
your activities, and by exploring and experimenting, you can make your
own interpretations of Shakespeare’s language, characters and stories.
Whatever you do, remember that Shakespeare wrote his plays to be acted,
watched and enjoyed.

Rex Gibson

This edition of Romeo and Juliet uses the text of the play established by G. Blakemore Evans
in the New Cambridge Shakespeare edition.
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‘Star-crossed lovers’. Romeo and Juliet dramatises the story of two young
people who fall deeply in love. But their families are locked in an age-old bitter
feud. As Romeo and Juliet seek happiness, the hatred of the Montagues and
Capulets, together with chance and accident, makes everything go wrong.
They kill themselves rather than be parted.

v

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521618703 - Romeo and Juliet
Edited by Rex Gibson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521618703
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


‘Foot it, girls’. Capulet orders dancing at his lavish party. Lady Capulet, the
Nurse and Juliet take him at his word.

‘If I profane with my unworthiest hand’. Romeo has gatecrashed Capulet’s
party. He falls in love at first sight with Juliet. He takes her hand and begs a
kiss.

vi
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‘What light through yonder
window breaks?’ After the
party, Romeo catches sight of
Juliet as she thinks of him.
Shakespeare never mentions a
balcony, but all productions
strive to find an inventive way
of staging Act 2 Scene 2, and
it has become known as the
‘balcony’ scene.

‘Parting is such sweet
sorrow’. Juliet has agreed to
marry Romeo tomorrow,
and bids him a reluctant
farewell. Some stagings of
the ‘balcony’ scene use a
non-realistic set, as in this
Royal Shakespeare
Company production in
2000.

vii
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‘Tybalt, you rat-catcher, will you walk?’ Mercutio (right), disgusted by
Romeo’s refusal to fight Tybalt, challenges Tybalt to a duel.

‘Hold, Tybalt! Good Mercutio!’ Romeo tries to stop the duel, but as he
restrains Mercutio, Tybalt (right) thrusts in his sword, and fatally wounds
Mercutio. Romeo, furious at Mercutio’s death, will shortly kill Tybalt and be
banished from Verona.

viii
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‘Good father, I beseech you on
my knees’. Juliet, already
married to Romeo, refuses to
marry Paris, her father’s choice.
She pleads for her father to
listen to her, but he is deaf to
her entreaty.

‘God’s bread, it makes me
mad!’ Capulet is enraged by
Juliet’s refusal to marry Paris,
and subjects her to a tirade of
abuse. His fury will lead to
Juliet agreeing to Friar
Lawrence’s hazardous plan in
which she will drink a potion
that makes her appear as dead.

ix
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‘What if this mixture do not work at all?’ Juliet fears that the Friar’s ‘poison’
may not act, and she will be married to Paris. But in spite of her misgivings,
and her dread of the horrors that may await her in the Capulets’ tomb, she
finally drinks the potion. She hopes that, seeming dead, she will be placed in
the tomb and Romeo will rescue her when she wakes.

x
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‘Her beauty makes / This vault a feasting presence full of light’. In his 1996
film William Shakespeare’s Romeo + Juliet, Baz Luhrmann makes Romeo’s
image very visual. The ‘dead’ Juliet lies in a cathedral, radiantly lit by
hundreds of encircling candles.

‘O happy dagger, / This is thy sheath’. Juliet prepares to stab herself,
unwilling to live without Romeo. In Shakespeare’s play, Romeo is already dead,
having poisoned himself. But in Gounod’s opera Romeo et Juliette, he lives
long enough to bid farewell to Juliet. The lovers die together praying for God’s
forgiveness.

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521618703 - Romeo and Juliet
Edited by Rex Gibson
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521618703
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


‘Poor sacrifices of our enmity!’ Capulet takes Montague’s hand as they look on
the bodies of their children, tragic victims of their families’ feud. The
traumatised Lady Capulet gazes on the dead Paris.

‘For never was a story of more woe / Than this of Juliet and her Romeo’.
Franco Zeffirelli’s 1968 film set the play in Renaissance Italy and used outdoor
locations in Tuscany and Umbria (but not in Verona). The film ended with the
funeral procession of Romeo and Juliet.

xii
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