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This book examines the coherent international tax regime that is embodied both in
the tax treaty network and in domestic laws, and the way it forms a significant part of
international law, both treaty-based and customary. The practical implication is that
countries are not free to adopt any international tax rules they please, but rather operate
in the context of the regime, which changes in the same ways international law changes
over time. Thus, unilateral action is possible, but is also restricted, and countries are
generally reluctant to take unilateral actions that violate the basic norms that underlie
the regime. The book explains the structure of the international tax regime and analyzes
in detail how U.S. tax law embodies the underlying norms of the regime.
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Tax law is a growing area of interest, as it is included as a subdivision in many areas
of study and is a key consideration in business needs throughout the world. Books in
this series will expose the theoretical underpinning behind the law to shed light on the
taxation systems, so that the questions to be asked when addressing an issue become
clear. These academic books, written by leading scholars, will be a central port of call
for information on tax law. The content will be illustrated by case law and legislation,
but will avoid the minutiae of day-to-day detail addressed by practitioner books.

The books will be of interest for those studying law, business, economics, accounting,
and finance courses in the UK, but also in mainland Europe, USA, and ex-common-
wealth countries with a similar taxation system to the UK.

series editor

Professor John Tiley, Queens’ College, Director of the Centre for Tax Law

Well known in both academic and practitioner circles in the UK and internationally,
Professor Tiley brings to the series his wealth of experience in the tax world of study,
practice, and writing. He was made a CBE for service to tax law in 2003.
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