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Medical malpractice lawsuits are common and controversial in the
United States. Since early 2002, doctors’ insurance premiums for mal-
practice coverage have soared. As Congress and state governments
debate laws intended to stabilize the cost of insurance, doctors continue
to blame lawyers and lawyers continue to blame doctors and insurance
companies. This book, which is the capstone of three years’ comprehen-
sive research funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts, goes well beyond the
conventional debate over tort reform and connects medical liability to
broader trends and goals in American health policy. Contributions from
leading figures in health law and policy marshal the best available infor-
mation, present new empirical evidence, and offer cutting-edge analysis
of potential reforms involving patient safety, liability insurance, and
tort litigation.
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groups of the President’s Task Force on Health Care Reform in the
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of an Investigator Award in Health Policy Research from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and has published more than sixty articles
in legal, health policy, and clinical journals. He is an elected Fellow of
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York City.
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British Parliament as well as work in the Washington tax-policy office of
Coopers & Lybrand and think tanks in Washington and Tokyo. His
book Dreams of a More Perfect Union was published in 2001, and he is
currently completing two books on health policy. He is a board member
of the Critical Review Foundation and associate editor of the Journal
of Health Politics, Policy and Law.
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