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Using this book
Each chapter begins with a summary of what the student is expected to learn.

The chapter then has sections lettered A, B, C, … (see the contents overleaf).
In most cases a section consists of development material, worked examples
and an exercise.

The development material interweaves explanation with questions that
involve the student in making sense of ideas and techniques. Development
questions are labelled according to their section letter (A1, A2, …, B1, B2, …)
and answers to them are provided.

Some development questions are particularly suitable for discussion – either
by the whole class or by smaller groups – because they have the potential to
bring out a key issue or clarify a technique. Such discussion questions are
marked with a bar, as here.

Key points established in the development material are marked with a bar as
here, so the student may readily refer to them during later work or revision.
Each chapter’s key points are also gathered together in a panel after the last
lettered section.

The worked examples have been chosen to clarify ideas and techniques, and as
models for students to follow in setting out their own work. Guidance for the
student is in italic.

The exercise at the end of each lettered section is designed to consolidate the
skills and understanding acquired earlier in the section. Unlike those in the
development material, questions in the exercise are denoted by a number only.

Starred questions are more demanding.

After the lettered sections and the key points panel there may be a set of mixed
questions, combining ideas from several sections in the chapter; these may
also involve topics from earlier chapters.

Every chapter ends with a selection of questions for self-assessment (‘Test
yourself ’).

Included in the mixed questions and ‘Test yourself ’ are past AQA exam
questions, to give the student an idea of the style and standard that may be
expected, and to build confidence.
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