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The international relations of theMiddle East have long been dominated
by uncertainty and conflict. External intervention, interstate war, poli-
tical upheaval and interethnic violence are compounded by the vagaries
of oil prices and the claims of military, nationalist and religious move-
ments. The purpose of this book is to set this region and its conflicts
in context, providing on the one hand a historical introduction to its
character and problems, and on the other a reasoned analysis of its
politics. In an engagement with both the study of the Middle East and
the theoretical analysis of international relations, the author, who is one
of the best known and most authoritative scholars writing on the region
today, offers a compelling and original interpretation. Written in a clear,
accessible and interactive style, the book is designed for students, policy-
makers and the general reader.

  is Professor of International Relations at the London
School of Economics. His publications include Nation and Religion in
the Middle East (2000), Two Hours that Shook the World (2001) and 100
Myths about the Middle East (2005).
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Series editor: Eugene L. Rogan

Books published in The Contemporary Middle East series address the major
political, economic and social debates facing the region today. Each title com-
prises a survey of the available literature against the background of the author’s
own critical interpretation which is designed to challenge and encourage indepen-
dent analysis. While the focus of the series is the Middle East and North Africa,
books are presented as aspects of a rounded treatment, which cut across disci-
plinary and geographic boundaries. They are intended to initiate debate in the
classroom, and to foster understanding amongst professionals and policy makers.
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