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Advertisement

 Since the first publication ofTheTheory ofMoral Sentiments, whichwas
so long ago as the beginning of the year , several corrections, and a
good many illustrations of the doctrines contained in it, have occurred
to me. But the various occupations in which the different accidents
of my life necessarily involved me, have till now prevented me from
revising this work with the care and attention which I always intended.
The reader will find the principal alterations which I have made in this
New Edition, in the last Chapter of the third Section of Part First;
and in the four first Chapters of Part Third. Part Sixth, as it stands in
this New Edition, is altogether new. In Part Seventh, I have brought
together thegreaterpart of thedifferentpassages concerning theStoical
Philosophy, which, in the former Editions, had been scattered about
in different parts of the work. I have likewise endeavoured to explain
more fully, and examine more distinctly, some of the doctrines of that
famous sect. In the fourth and last Section of the same Part, I have
thrown together a few additional observations concerning the duty and
principle of veracity. There are, besides, in other parts of the work, a
few other alterations and corrections of no great moment.

 In the last paragraph of the first Edition of the present work, I said,
that I should in another discourse endeavour to give an account of the
general principles of law and government, and of the different revo-
lutions which they had undergone in the different ages and periods of
society; not only in what concerns justice, but in what concerns police,

 The Advertisement was added in edition .


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revenue, and arms, and whatever else is the object of law. In theEnquiry
concerning the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, I have partly
executed this promise; at least so far as concerns police, revenue,
and arms. What remains, the theory of jurisprudence, which I have
long projected, I have hitherto been hindered from executing, by
the same occupations which had till now prevented me from revising
the present work. Though my very advanced age leaves me, I acknowl-
edge, very little expectation of ever being able to execute this great
work to my own satisfaction; yet, as I have not altogether abandoned
the design, and as I wish still to continue under the obligation of doing
what I can, I have allowed the paragraph to remain as it was published
more than thirty years ago, when I entertained no doubt of being able
to execute every thing which it announced.

 Smith never finished this work but some idea of it may be gained through the students’ notes from
his much earlier lectures at Glasgow University, now edited and published in LJ.


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Part I
Of the propriety of action
Consisting of three sections

Section I Of the sense of propriety

Chapter I Of sympathy

 How selfish soever man may be supposed, there are evidently some
principles in his nature, which interest him in the fortune of others,
and render their happiness necessary to him, though he derives noth-
ing from it except the pleasure of seeing it. Of this kind is pity or
compassion, the emotion which we feel for the misery of others, when
we either see it, or are made to conceive it in a very lively manner.
That we often derive sorrow from the sorrow of others, is a matter of
fact too obvious to require any instances to prove it; for this sentiment,
like all the other original passions of human nature, is by no means
confined to the virtuous and humane, though they perhaps may feel
it with the most exquisite sensibility. The greatest ruffian, the most
hardened violator of the laws of society, is not altogether without it.

 As we have no immediate experience of what other men feel, we can
form no idea of the manner in which they are affected, but by conceiv-
ing what we ourselves should feel in the like situation. Though our
brother is upon the rack, as long as we ourselves are at our ease, our
senses will never inform us of what he suffers. They never did, and
never can, carry us beyond our own person, and it is by the imagina-
tion only that we can form any conception of what are his sensations.
Neither can that faculty help us to this any other way, than by rep-
resenting to us what would be our own, if we were in his case. It is
the impressions of our own senses only, not those of his, which our


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The Theory of Moral Sentiments

imaginations copy. By the imagination we place ourselves in his situa-
tion, we conceive ourselves enduring all the same torments, we enter
as it were into his body, and become in some measure the same person
with him, and thence form some idea of his sensations, and even feel
something which, though weaker in degree, is not altogether unlike
them. His agonies, when they are thus brought home to ourselves,
when we have thus adopted and made them our own, begin at last to
affect us, and we then tremble and shudder at the thought of what
he feels. For as to be in pain or distress of any kind excites the most
excessive sorrow, so to conceive or to imagine that we are in it, excites
some degree of the same emotion, in proportion to the vivacity or
dulness of the conception.

 That this is the source of our fellow-feeling for the misery of others,
that it is by changing places in fancy with the sufferer, that we come
either to conceive or to be affected by what he feels, may be demon-
strated by many obvious observations, if it should not be thought suf-
ficiently evident of itself. When we see a stroke aimed and just ready
to fall upon the leg or arm of another person, we naturally shrink
and draw back our own leg or our own arm; and when it does fall,
we feel it in some measure, and are hurt by it as well as the sufferer.
The mob, when they are gazing at a dancer on the slack rope, natu-
rally writhe and twist and balance their own bodies, as they see him
do, and as they feel that they themselves must do if in his situation.
Persons of delicate fibres and a weak constitution of body complain,
that in looking on the sores and ulcers which are exposed by beggars
in the streets, they are apt to feel an itching or uneasy sensation in
the correspondent part of their own bodies. The horror which they
conceive at the misery of those wretches affects that particular part
in themselves more than any other; because that horror arises from
conceiving what they themselves would suffer, if they really were the
wretches whom they are looking upon, and if that particular part in
themselves was actually affected in the same miserable manner. The
very force of this conception is sufficient, in their feeble frames, to
produce that itching or uneasy sensation complained of. Men of the
most robust make, observe that in looking upon sore eyes they often

 Cf. VII.iii..


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