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The book presents an edition of seventeen ad status model sermons for the
preaching of the crusades from the thirteenth and early fourteenth cen-
turies, by James of Vitry, Eudes of Chiteauroux, Gilbert of Tournai,
Humbert of Romans and Bertrand de la Tour.

Most of these texts have never been printed before. They are unique
sources for the content of crusade propaganda in the later middle ages,
giving a rare insight into the way in which propaganda shaped the public’s
view of crusading during that period. Accompanying the Latin texts is an
English translation which is aimed at making these sources accessible to a
wider circle of students and scholars.

The first part of the book consists of a study of the sermons which
focuses on their place in the pastoral reform movement of the thirteenth
century, their specific character as models for the use of crusade propagan-
dists, their internal structure and the image of the crusade conveyed in the
texts.

CHRISTOPH T. MAIER teaches medieval history at the University of
Zurich. His book Preaching the Crusades: Mendicant Friars and the Cross
in the Thirteenth Century was published by Cambridge University Press
in 1994 (paperback edition 1998).
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