
Contents

List of illustrations page x

Preface xiii

List of abbreviations xiv

Introduction 

Part I THE INSTITUTION

 Private wealth for public performance 

A cultural revolution? 

Festival leitourgiai 

Serving Dionysos: the City Dionysia 

Processional leitourgiai: place and service in the city 

The Lenaia 

Anthesteria 

Service for Apollo 

Dancing for Hephaistos and Prometheus? 

Panathenaia 

Other services 

An ‘international’ khoregia 

‘Whoever honours the gods best with khoroi are the best in war . . .’ 

 Organisation and operation 

The city and its khoregoi 

Appointment 

After nomination 

Poets, patrons and the polis 

The tasks of the khoregos 

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052155070X - The Athenian Institution of the Khoregia: The Chorus, the City and the Stage
Peter Wilson
Table of Contents
More information

http:\\www.cambridge.org\052155070X
http:\\www.cambridge.org
http:\\www.cambridge.org


In the khoregeion 

Recruitment 

Civic purity 

Training 

Materials of performance 

The politics of khoregic extravagance 

Dithyramb, tragedy, comedy: comparative expenditure 

Before the agones: proagon and procession 

Judgement 

Epinikian practice 

Part II THE KHOREGIA IN ACTION: Social performance 
and symbolic practice

 Aristocratic style 

The figure of the dramatic khoregos 

Leading a khoros 

Death in the didaskaleion 

Khoregic prestige 

Khoregic patronage 

Khoregos, koryphaios? 

Khoregic performance 

 Khoregia and democracy 

Competition, victory, transgression: the power and politics of choral 
leadership 

Alkibiades, khoregos ‘to the envy of my fellow-citizens . . .’ 

Khoregic curses 

The theatre of conflict 

Khoregic power 

Phyletic honours 

The leitourgist and the demos 

The demos as oppressor? 

The ‘love of honour’: a history of conflict 

Tragic ambitions 

 Monumentalising victory 

The politics of tripods 

The rhetoric of tripods 

Choral memorials 

The street of tripods 

       

viii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052155070X - The Athenian Institution of the Khoregia: The Chorus, the City and the Stage
Peter Wilson
Table of Contents
More information

http:\\www.cambridge.org\052155070X
http:\\www.cambridge.org
http:\\www.cambridge.org


Inscribing victory 

The early period 

‘They name the place after certain temples, rather large for the purpose to 
which they are put . . .’ 

Oligarchic extravagance 

Dramatic memorials 

Remembering Dionysos in the demes 

The khoregos in ceramic 

Part III BEYOND CLASSICAL ATHENS

 Challenge, change, diffusion 

The end of democracy and the ‘khoregia of the demos’ 

The Athenian revival 

The khoregia beyond Attike 

Appendices

 ‘Tripodes’ 

 Thargelian and other dedications 

 Dithyramb in the demes 

 The date of the reform of the khoregia 

 Khoroi and the Tekhnitai 

 Further evidence for choral contests 

Notes 

Bibliography 

General index 

Index of passages 

Epigraphic index 

       

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
052155070X - The Athenian Institution of the Khoregia: The Chorus, the City and the Stage
Peter Wilson
Table of Contents
More information

http:\\www.cambridge.org\052155070X
http:\\www.cambridge.org
http:\\www.cambridge.org

