
Photography and Its Critics offers an original overview of nineteenth-
century American and European writing about photography from 
such disparate fields as art theory, social reform, and physiology The 
earliest criticism of the invention was informed by an ample legacy of 
notions about objectivity, appearances, and copying. Received ideas 
about neutral vision, intuitive genius, and progress in art also shaped 
nineteenth-century understanding of photography In this study, 
Mary Warner Marien argues that photography was an important so­
cial and cultural symbol for modernity and change in several fields, 
such as art and social reform. Moreover, she demonstrates how pho­
tography quickly emerged as a pliant symbol for modernity and 
change, one that could as easily oppose progress as promote democ­
racy. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PHOTOGRAPHY AND ITS CRITICS 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE PERSPECTIVES ON PHOTOGRAPHY 

Series Editor: 

Barbara L. Michaels 

Advisory Board: 

Andy Grundberg, Director, The Friends of Photography, San Francisco 
Naomi Rosenblum 

Maren Stange, The Cooper-Union, New York 
Sarah F. Stevenson, Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh 

Roger Taylor, National Museum of Photography, Film, and Television, 
Bradford 

Glenn Willumson, Palmer Art Museum, The Pennsylvania State University 
Naomi Rosenblum, author, A World History of Photography 

Cambridge Perspectives on Photography raises and addresses broad 
questions about photographic history. Books in this series will link 
photography with cultural history, the sciences, economics, litera­
ture, art history, politics, and anthropology, among other subjects. 
Typically, studies will examine how photography has acted as a cata­
lyst on other fields, and how photography itself has been influenced 
by other art forms and intellectual disciplines. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


P H O T O G R A P H Y 

AND ITS C R I T I C S 

A CULTURAL H I S T O R Y , 

1839-1900 

MARY WARNER MARIEN 
Syracuse University 

44S^ CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


32 Avenue of the Americas, New York ny 10013-2473, usa

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521550437

© Cambridge University Press 1997

Th is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1997
First paperback edition 2011

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Marien, Mary Warner.
Photography and its critics : a cultural history, 1839–1900 / Mary

Warner Marien.
p. cm. – (Cambridge perspectives on photography)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 0-521-55043-2 (hc)
1. Photographic criticism – United States – History – 19th century.

2. Photographic criticism – Europe – History – 19th century.
3. Photography – Philosophy – History – 19th century. i. Title.
ii. Series.
tr187.m37 1997
770—dc20 96-31557

 cip

isbn  978-0-521-55043-7  Hardback
isbn  978-1-107-40338-3  Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of 
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, 
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate 
or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CONTENTS 

List of Illustrations page vii 

Preface: Photography Is the Modern World xi 

1 T H E ORIGINS OF P H O T O G R A P H I C DISCOURSE 1 

And Then Came Daguerre 1 
Spontaneous Reproduction: Nature and the Natural 

as Explanation in Photography 2 
The Machine for Making Pictures 21 
Thomas Wedgwood and the Prehistory of 

Photography: Defining the Missing Link 26 
The Politics of Knowledge: The Disclosure of 

Photography 30 
The Longue Duree 36 
The Copy, the Facsimile, the Simulacra 39 
Multiples 42 
Conclusion 45 

2 P H O T O G R A P H Y AND THE M O D E R N IN 

NINETEENTH-CENTURY T H O U G H T 47 

Photographic History as Modernist Myth 47 
Photography and Technological Change 52 
Progress in Science/Progress in Art 57 
Photography and Progress 61 
Photography, For and Against 66 
Democratic Art 73 
The Ordinary Photograph 75 
Conclusion 82 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


vi 3 ART, PHOTOGRAPHY, AND SOCIETY 84 

CONTENTS Introduction 84 

High Art Photography 86 
Genius and the Science of Sacrifice 91 
The Photograph as Painting 96 
In Relation to the Arts 101 
Post-Photography and the Pre-Raphaelite Movement 106 
Art, Photography, and Society: An Uneasy Truce 108 
Conclusion 111 

4 FORCED T O B E FREE: PHOTOGRAPHY, 

LITERACY, AND M A S S CULTURE 112 

Introduction 112 
Literacy: An Overview 114 
The Educational Revolution 116 
A Vast Picture Gallery 118 
"People Will Form Collections of All Kinds" 125 
Fact, Fact, Fact 129 
The Intellectual Meritocracy 132 
"In Severe Characters of Black and White" 134 
The Mind World 136 
Conclusion 139 

5 T H E LURE OF MODERNITY 141 

Introduction 141 
Emerson: An Overview 144 
Science and Art 145 
Photography after Metaphysics 148 
Positivism, Evolution, Culture, and Photography 151 
Degeneration 157 
English Impressions of Impressionism 159 
"And We Are the New Men" 161 
An Elegiac Modernism: Some Conclusions 163 

EPILOGUE: G H O S T S - P H O T O G R A P H Y AND THE M O D E R N 169 

Notes 173 

Bibliographic Survey 213 

Index 219 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ILLUSTRATIONS 

1. Oscar Rejlander, Infant Photography Giving the Painter 
an Additional Brush. page x 

2. Theodore Maurisset, La Daguerreotypomanie. xvi 
3. Nicephore Niepce, View from the Window at Gras. 4 
4. Honore Daumier, Nouveau procede employe pour 

obtenir des poses gracieuses. 7 
5. Unknown Artist, Family Daguerreotypes, found every­

where. 10 
6. Unknown Artist, Family Daguerreotypes, found every­

where. 11 
7. William Henry Fox Talbot, Bonnets in a Milliner's Shop 

Window. 18 
8. William Henry Fox Talbot, The Haystack. 19 
9. Title Page of Daguerre's Manual, Nouvelle Edition. 20 

10. Portrait ofDaguerre from Daguerre's Manual, Nouvelle 
Edition. 21 

11. Georg Brander, Table Camera Obscura, 1769. 22 
12. Unknown Photographer, Daguerreotype of a Painting 

of Seibred Dodge. 31 
13. Hippolyte Bayard, Self-portrait with Plaster Casts. 34 
14. Unknown Photographer, Medical Man with Skeleton. 36 
15. Woodcut illustration of Gurney's Daguerrean Saloon -

Broadway, New York. 41 
16. Marcelin, A Bas La Photographie!!! 49 
17. Unknown Artist, [Image of The Stranger]. 51 
18. Unknown Photographer, Tracklaying on the east side 

of the Stampede Pass switchback, Northern Pacific Railroad. 53 
19. Unknown Artist, Artful. 55 
20. Unknown Photographer, New Westminster, British 

Columbia. View of Holy Trinity Church. 58 
21. Unknown Photographer, New Westminster, British 

Columbia. View toward Holy Trinity Church. 59 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii 22. Unknown Photographer, J. C Stoddard and His Steam 
Calliope. 60 

ILLUSTRATIONS 23. Lewis M. Rutherford, Moon. 61 
24. Francis Bedford, Section I, Egypt. 63 
25. Etienne Carjat, Charles Baudelaire. 64 
26. Unknown Photographer, Morton's Sawmill, LaFayette, 

New York. 66 
27. Wade Lawrence, Lyman Bush's Hop Yard, LaFayette, 

New York. 67 
28. Unknown Photographer, The Park Sisters. 68 
29. Unknown Photographer, The Daughters ofSeth Baker. 69 
30. Samuel Bourne, Crossing a River on Inflated Skins. 72 
31. Unknown Photographer, The Ogle Brothers. 74 
32. Unknown Photographer, Woman with Dead Infant. 76 
33. Unknown Photographer, Arc du Carrousel, Paris. 78 
34. A. A. E. Disderi, Princess Gabrielli. 79 
35. Unknown Photographers, Assortment of Cartes-de-visite 

from Central New York State. 80 
36. Unknown Photographers, Assortment of Cartes-de-visite 

from Central New York State. 81 
37. Unknown Artist, Carte-de-visite of a Lithograph of "The 

Empty Sleeve." 82 
38. Unknown Artist, Carte-de-visite of a Lithograph of George 

Washington Welcoming Abraham Lincoln into Heaven. 83 
39. Marcelin, "JEnfonce Raphael, Titien, Van Dyck, ect." 85 
40. O. G. Rejlander, Two Ways of Life. 89 
41. Unknown Artist, Art v. Nature. 92 
42. Gustave Le Gray, Brig on the Water. 93 
43. Carleton E. Watkins, First View of the Valley. 94 
44. Carleton E. Watkins, Dam and Lake, Nevada County, 

Near View. 95 
45. David Octavius Hill and Robert Adamson, Mrs. Anne 

Rigby and Miss Elizabeth Rigby (later Lady Eastlake). 98 
46. Julia Margaret Cameron, The Shunamite Woman and 

Her Dead Son. 99 
47. Henry Peach Robinson, Fading Away. 106 
48. Henry Peach Robinson, When Day's Work Is Done. 110 
49. Honore Daumier, Pose de Vhomme de la nature. Pose 

de Vhomme civilise. 113 
50. Unknown Photographer, Laocoon. 115 
51. Southworth and Hawes, Classroom in the Emerson 

School for Girls. 117 
52. Unknown Photographer, Dying Gaul. 119 
53. Unknown Photographer, Venus de Milo. 122 
54. John Adams Whipple, Crystalotype of an exhibit at the 

1853 Crystal Palace exhibition in New York. 123 
55. Unknown Photographer, Portrait of James Taylor, 

Soldier and Artist. 126 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


56. Alphonse Bertillon, Vue generate de ['exposition du ix 
Service d'identification de la Prefecture de police 
a Chicago. 127 ILLUSTRATIONS 

57. J. Valette, Manie. 127 
58. Unknown Photographer, "On Arrival at Hampton, Va.: 

Carrie Anderson - 12 yrs., Annie Dawson - Wyrs., 
and Sarah Walker - 13 yrs." 131 

59. Unknown Photographer, "Fourteen months after," 
Hampton, Virginia. 131 

60. Unknown Photographer, Interior of the Schoolhouse of 
District No. 1, LaFayette, New York. 135 

61. P. H. Emerson, A Winter's Morning. 143 
62. P. H. Emerson, Gathering Water Lilies. 147 
63. P. H. Emerson, The First Frost. 149 
64. P. H. Emerson, During the Reed Harvest. 153 
65. P. H. Emerson, Marsh Weeds. 156 
66. Alfred Stieglitz, The Terminal. 165 
67. Alfred Stieglitz, The Glow of Night - New York. 168 
68. Gabriel Harrison, Past, Present, Future. 171 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


FIGURE 1 

Oscar Rejlander, 
Infant Photography 
Giving the Painter 

an Additional Brush, 
1856. Collection of 
the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Malibu, 

California. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY IS THE 

MODERN WORLD 

P R E F A C E 

I have to say that the history of photography was thrust upon me. Sev­
eral years ago, I was asked to teach what had been my hobby. For me, 
the notion of presenting the photographic record in a detached and 
programmatic way augured loss. My reluctance was that of an auto-
didact sensing ignorance's withdrawing warmth. 

Indeed, the organization of a photographic history course did en­
tail forfeiting my predilections. But even greater sacrifices loomed. 
Leaving art history for photographic history felt like quitting the hu­
manities at the very moment that the field was quickening with theo­
retical vitality and was enlarging its purview with materials from 
everyday life. The expanding orbit, interdisciplinary interest, and 
methodological variety of the contemporary humanities seemed dis-
couragingly distant from camera work. Which proved, if proof were 
needed, that I didn't know much about what was happening in pho­
tographic studies. 

During the 1980s, photography was becoming the decade's vogue 
art. College photography courses became more common, and pho­
tographs gained in the art market and in the museums. But it was so­
ciety's photographic condition, not photography per se, that emerged 
as a central intellectual concern. Seeing and knowing, nature and cul­
ture, reality and illusion - the big terms of Western thought - were be­
ing rearticulated with reference to the experience of mass media, es­
pecially visual media. 

Put another way, it looked as though photography, which had been 
trying perennially to free itself from being an index of the obvious, had 
finally become socially symbolic. In the last quarter of the twentieth 
century, photography has come to stand for not simply the mass me­
dia but the experience of mediated reality. The photographic condi­
tion signaled a deterioration of the human condition: Edenic natural 
perception had been eroded by photographic, that is, mediated, per­
ception. The impact of mass media on individuals and on society has 
become nearly synonymous with postmodernity. The sense of termi- XI 
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nal rupture with the past has brought apocalyptic joy and nostalgia. 
In his seminal 1981 essay "Last Exit: Painting," the artist and critic 
Thomas Lawson argued that 

To an unprecedented degree the perception of the "natural" is me­
diated these days. We know real life as it is represented on film or 
tape. We are all implicated in an unfolding spectacle of fulfillment, 
rendered passive by inordinate display and multiplicity of choice, 
made numb with variety; a spectacle that provides the illusion of 
contentment while slowly creating a debilitating sense of alienation. 
The camera, in all its manifestations, is our god, dispensing what we 
mistakenly take to be truth. The photograph is the modern world.1 

"The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction," written 
decades earlier by the German cultural critic Walter Benjamin, was re­
vived in the 1980s and designated the touchstone of urgent contem­
porary ideas. The essay proclaimed a new era of human history, in­
augurated by mass media, and a culture of uninhibited representation 
that ultimately vanquished older formulations of originality. 

Despite inconsistencies, a nexus of concepts and attitudes coa­
lesced into the notion of the photographic condition, whose visible 
signs were the photograph, the still photographer, and the camera. 
Throughout the 1980s, photography became so detached from its par­
ticularity that a painting or sculpture making visual reference to pho­
tography would be understood to be about television or advertising. 
In other words, photography seemed loosed from any particular prac­
tice or genealogy, and it emerged as a complex concept. 

As photography became an idea, photographic history became, for 
me, the history of the idea of photography. Photographic history 
thrust itself upon me again not in the familiar fondness for specific im­
ages, but as a component of humanistic study. I realized that the idea 
of photography had not developed recently, but had been a potent axis 
of Western cultural thought - even before the invention of the medi­
um! By viewing the history of photography as the history of the idea 
of photography, I was able to discern repeated tendencies in the writ­
ing of the medium's history. 

As the intricate, unstated assumptions of writings on photographic 
history became the focus of my study, my old perplexities became in­
structive. I had long wondered about the defensiveness of photo­
graphic texts, which I superficially interpreted to be a defense of the 
medium itself. Rereading early histories of photography as histories of 
the idea of photography, I realized that photography had been in­
volved in a contest of meaning. The defensiveness permeating its his­
tory was not merely a justification of the medium as art or information, 
but an effort to govern and direct the social meanings of photography. 

I began to examine the schemata of nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century texts for patterns of meaning, signifying strategies, implied ab­
sences, contradictions, elisions, conflations, and just plain crot-chets. 
I would like to say that the debates in contemporary cultural history 
guided my exploration of photographic history, but just the opposite 
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is true. When I observed that the historical definitions of the medium xiii 
were inconsistent, I returned to the recent debates in French histori-
ography that took up the issue of conceptual meldings. I would like to PHOTOGRAPHY IS 

say that dawn broke over my work while I was rereading Michel Fou- THE
 MODERN 

cault, but that would not be accurate either. Foucault's attention to the WORLD 
symbiotic discourse of power and knowledge prompted my study of 
cross-currents such as the association between nineteenth-century lit­
eracy movements and photography, but it has been to the theoretical 
and historical writings of Roger Chartier that I return again and again.2 

The present study retraces some of the steps that convinced me to 
situate photographic history in the humanities. It aims to demon­
strate the variety of meanings that were part of photographic dis­
course from its disclosure in 1839 to the beginning of the twentieth 
century. It presents photography as an idea, shaped by social con­
cerns and inherited concepts, and as a burgeoning visual practice. 
When photography is viewed as a multifaceted social idea, vested in 
the practice of but not limited to image making, the oft-made distinc­
tion between photographic document and photographic art can be 
transcended. In our time, the art of art photography, so much a part 
of nineteenth-century dispute, has been recognized by museums and 
universities. But the intellectual history of photography, including art 
photography, has been less well served. Photographic studies require 
what the historian Erwin Panofsky called an iconology, an inquiry into 
"cultural symptoms or 'symbols' in general," so as to gain "insight into 
the manner in which, under varying historical conditions, essential 
tendencies of the human mind were expressed by specific themes and 
concepts.1'3 One of the key tasks of photographic studies is to analyze 
the notion of photography itself, at a level of generalization indicating 
its connections to cultural concepts and historical settings. Photog­
raphy may be an art, but photographic history is not art history. It is 
a comprehensive field of inquiry encompassing many disciplines. 

Even if one accepts that photography was unprecedented, it does 
not follow that the medium penetrated society without reference to 
existing ideas and mental habits. The first section of this book details 
how early understanding of photography was fashioned through pri­
or notions of nature, originality, and imitation, some of which evoked 
the continuing authority of Greek concepts in Western culture. Where­
as photography's first definitions were drawn in relation to its origins, 
the emergent photographic discourse was imbued with a spectrum of 
ideas about the role of images in society. The creation of the concept 
of photography was not a process simply of borrowing, but of effect­
ing new meanings through earlier ones. As Nathaniel Hawthorne 
wrote in The House of the Seven Gables, a novel that used photogra­
phy as a symbol of modernity, the discourse of photography grew 
from the past, "gradually renewing . . . by patchwork."4 

Though extensive, photographic discourse has not been consis­
tent. Perhaps the outstanding characteristic of early notions of pho­
tography was the durability of the contradictions they accommo­
dated. As photography's prehistory was articulated, the idea of 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-55043-7 - Photography and its Critics: A Cultural History, 1839–1900
Mary Warner Marien
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521550437
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xiv photography proved to be impressively elastic. The medium could be 
seen as both old and modern, as natural and cultural, as invented and 

PREFACE discovered, as art, as magic, and as science. 
The notion of photography, conjoined to practice, developed as a 

symbol of social change for audiences ranging from American farm­
ers to Parisian art critics. Apocryphal stories about photography's 
origins, which arose in the 1840s and the 1850s, invested the da­
guerreotype and the photographer with magical powers. Mythic tales 
about mysterious inventors of photography emerged and were quick­
ly subsumed into early histories of photography available in books 
and journals for lay readers. At the same time, the art and photo­
graphic literature read by cognoscenti, amateurs, and practitioners 
uncritically absorbed and proclaimed as accurate utterances by the 
painters J. M. W. Turner and Paul Delaroche about the lethal effect 
photography would have on painting. These parallel stories and their 
social significance are highlighted. The vigor of legend in photogra­
phy underscores the extent to which photography as an idea embod­
ied anxieties about cultural transformations for people of differing 
rank and experience. The prominent arguments for and against pho­
tography must be seen in the larger frame of societal change. 

Often isolated from social analysis, the art world's debate about 
photography's aesthetics can be read as a surrogate for several larg­
er issues. Photography's art potential became a topic that engaged 
judgments about the repercussions of industrialization, urbanization, 
and class relations. Practices like landscape, amateur, and High Art 
photography enunciated understandings of personal expression, so­
cial betterment, and morality in modern society. 

The ways in which the promise of a democratized image permeated 
cultural notions of photography are discernible in the public dialogue 
about verbal and visual literacy that took place in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century. The pedagogic value of art, especially of art broad­
cast through photographic reproduction, became part of the rhetoric 
of modernization. The idea of a museum without walls, dependent on 
photographic facsimile, matured at the same time as two other new cul­
tural spaces, the public museum and the department store. As con­
cepts and institutions, the gallery and the department store suggested 
an abundant economic and social access to culture and commodities 
that did not exist. In the rhetoric of verbal and visual literacy, as well 
as that of the museum and department store, freedom stemmed from 
individual choice among a vast array of items, be they cultural or com­
mercial. Crime and poverty too were construed as choices, that is, as 
the results of personal will, rather than as faults in the social system. 

In the waning years of the nineteenth century, art photography pro­
claimed its freedom from commercial photographic practice. That 
putative autonomy has been a commonplace of photographic history 
- a declaration of independence that eventually led to the establish­
ment of photography departments in museums and galleries. Certain­
ly the art theory written at the end of the nineteenth century seldom 
touched on the ordinary experience of photography. Nevertheless, 
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photography's attempts to create aesthetic sovereignty transpired in 
the context of larger social debates about the role of science and its 
relation to cultural achievement. 

The alignment of photography and notions of modernity inform 
this text. With the passing of time, photography continued to connote 
the modern, but the notion of modernity changed. That transition is 
conspicuous in the writings of the photographer and theorist Peter 
Henry Emerson. The variety of issues that Emerson addressed in his 
books and articles on photography, written in the late 1880s and ear­
ly 1890s, differed greatly from those articulated a half-century earlier. 
Emerson found it necessary to calibrate photography's relation to the 
weighty accumulation of scientific knowledge, as well as to specific 
theories, such as evolution. His jerry-built balance between the claims 
of culture and the claims of science on photography reveals the way 
in which the idea of photography remained a vital social reference at 
century's end. Once a mirror of the external world, photography was 
reestablished as modernism's shadow. It outlined the elegiac premo­
nition that modernism was faltering as well as the perception that the 
future would be increasingly dependent on science and technology 
rather than on fundamental political change. 

In the current study, the interactions between diverse photo­
graphic practices and the evolving cultural notion of photography are 
examined. Photography was simultaneously a transformational tech­
nology and a convenient metaphor for beneficial and harmful change 
on the planes of personal and societal experience. As both an idea and 
a social fact, photography unceasingly redrew the apparent line be­
tween nature and culture. Compounding issues as disparate as public 
morality, the effects of industrialization, and the value of cultural ac­
complishment, photographic discourse provided a new way to ex­
plain transitions and to articulate anxiety about personal change as 
well as societal directions. 

XV 

PHOTOGRAPHY IS 
THE MODERN 

WORLD 

It has been my good fortune to work with many gracious people 
and organizations during the writing of this book. Among those at 
Syracuse University, Professor David Tatham must be noted as the 
person who managed to convince me to teach what had been my hob­
by. Without Professor Frank Macomber, the book would not compute. 
Randall Bond and his staff in the Art Library have been steadily re­
sourceful and encouraging. 

I am grateful to Professor W. Warren Wagar of Binghamton Univer­
sity for his support and readily given historical knowledge. Dr. Bar­
bara L. Michaels, editor of the Cambridge Perspectives on Photog­
raphy series, simultaneously gladdened my heart and made me do 
my best. Both Beatrice Rehl, Editor, Fine Arts and Media Studies, and 
Camilla Palmer, Production Editor, perseveringly helped to transform 
the manuscript into its final form. I can also recommend the benefits 
of Dr. Michael Marien's twenty-four-hour editorial service. 

For their ideas and aid with illustrations, I am especially grateful to 
the following: J. Roy Dodge, Jean Horblit, Debbie Jackson at the Met-
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xvi ropolitan Museum of Art in New York, Julian Cox at the J. Paul Getty 
Museum, Malibu, California, Lori Pauli at the National Gallery of Cana-

PREFACE da> Ottawa, and, especially, Sandra Stelts at the Pennsylvania State 
University Library, who affirmed my belief in the kindness of strang­
ers. Dr. Jeffrey Horrell, art librarian at Harvard's Fogg Museum, and 
Amy Rule at the Center for Creative Photography in Tucson provided 
needed assistance with image resources and information. 

Early versions of the first chapter and the fourth chapter were 
granted Logan Awards from the Photographic Resource Center at 
Boston University. A Fellowship from the New York Foundation for the 
Arts furthered my research. 

For his continual intellectual inspiration, generosity, and joie de 
vivre, this book is affectionately dedicated to Professor William Flem­
ing, teacher, mentor, and friend. 

A NOTE ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATIONS 

Some of the images reproduced in this book refer to specific pho­
tographs discussed in the text. For the most part, though, they typify 
the dimensions of nineteenth-century popular and artistic photo­
graphic practice. 

FIGURE 2 

Theodore Maurisset, La Daguerreotypomanie, lithograph, 1840. National Gallery of Canada, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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