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STARTING OFF LEVEL 1 AGE 7-8

Phonic¢ friends

whole class ‘sound ® Make an enlarged copy of the Phonic friends worksheet, stick this on card, colour it attractively
awareness’, individual ‘listen and cut it up into flashcards. Make one copy of the Phonic friends worksheet for each pupil.
and spell” activity ® The idea here is to learn and practise the basic phonemes of the English alphabet (ah /a/,

buh /ba/, cuh /ka/, duh /ds/, e, fuh /fa/, etc.), but not the alphabet itself, through

appealing animal characters whose names repeat and reinforce each phoneme.

® The following ideas for activities are completely aural and oral. The names of these

alphabet phonemes (sounds)
characters are not infended to be read, but only listened to and repeated.

10 minutes over several In class
classes. 1 Work on small groups (5 maximum) of phonemes at a time. Introduce and teach these in
‘short bursts’ over a prolonged period. Spend ten minutes each lesson teaching a few of

the characters’ names over several lessons.
a copy of the Phonic friends

N

Select a group of phonemes that you want to practise and teach.
worksheet per pupil, card, group or p you practi

W

scissors, crayons, glue, Pre-teach or revise the animal names, using the flashcards.

sticky tack. Recording 4 Hold up one flashcard at a time and say Listen and repeat. Play the recording, or read the
T2 tapescript, pausing to give pupils time to repeat. Correct their pronunciation if necessary.

5 Draw pupils’ attention to the letter at the bottom of the flashcard and say Listen and repeat,
ah, Adam ant. Repeat the procedure with the other flashcards. Say Listen and repeat, buh,
Bertie bat etc.

6 Hold up one of the flashcards and ask Who's this? What's his name? What's her name?
Encourage pupils to suggest answers.

N

Display these flashcards around the classroom for later practice.

When pupils have learnt all the characters’ names, give them each a copy of the Phonic
friends worksheet and scissors. Tell pupils to cut out the characters.

9 Explain the activity by example. Spell a simple word (cat) by ‘sounding’ each of its
phonemes, cuh, ah, tuh. Stick the corresponding flashcard on the board as you say each
one (Clara cat, Adam ant, Tommy fortoise). Ask pupils to find these characters and put
them together on the desk in front of them. Say, Listen and repeat. Cuh, ah, tuh. Cat.

10 Repeat the procedure with any of the following words that they know: ant, bat, dog, frog, insect,
ox, yak, zebra, bag, no, yes, bed, box, desk, bus, hand, jump, lamp, leg, milk, pen, pink, red,
run, sad, sit, six, stop, sun, swim, fen. Allow pupils time fo find the corresponding characters and
put them correctly on their desks. Pupils must repeat the individual phonemes and then the
complete word to understand the relationship between the sound and the printed letter.

11 Circulate to monitor and prompt as you sound out the words.

12 Encourage pupils to take it in turns to come to the front of the class and stick the correct
flashcards on the board to correct each word.

Tapescript Gertie goat Nancy night-owl Umberto ugly-bug
Adam ant Henry horse Ollie octopus Vera vulture
Bertie bat lan insect Penny penguin Wendy whale
Clara cat Jackie jaguar Queenie queen-bee Alex ox

Daisy dog Kathy kangaroo Robby rabbit Yolanda yak

Ellie elephant Larry llama Sid snake Zak zebra

12 Freddy frog Michael monkey Tommy tortoise
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