
Caroline Nixon 
and Michael Tomlinson

PRIMARY 
PRONUNCIATION

BOX
Pronunciation games and activities 

for younger learners



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521545457

© Cambridge University Press 2005

It is normally necessary for written permission for copying
to be obtained in advance from a publisher. The worksheets
in this book are designed to be copied and distributed in class. 
The normal requirements are waived here and it is not necessary 
to write to Cambridge University Press for permission for an 
individual teacher to make copies for use within his or her own 
classroom. Only those pages which carry the wording 
‘© Cambridge University Press’ may be copied.

First published 2005

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge 

Typeface Futura 9.5/13pt. System Quark XPress [KAMAE]

A catalogue for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN –13 978–0–521–54545–7
ISBN –10 0–521–54545–5



3

Contents
BOX

PRIMARY PRONUNCIATION
Map of the book 4

Thanks and acknowledgements 8

Introduction 9

1
LEVEL Starting off

1.1 Phonic friends 12 1.11 My kite 34
1.2 Phonic phrases 14 1.12 Crown sounds 36
1.3 The cat 17 1.13 Where’s the pair? 38
1.4 Letter group 19 1.14 Hand and arm 40
1.5 Alphabet palette 21 1.15 Row your boat 42
1.6 Sound stickers 23 1.16 Rhyming pairs of squares 45
1.7 Word slide 25 1.17 Baa baa black sheep 47
1.8 One, two, buckle my shoe 27 1.18 Easy-peasy jigsaw 1 50
1.9 Vowel pictures 30 1.19 My eyes can see 52

1.10 Rhyming dominoes 32

2
LEVEL Moving on

2.1 The bear 54 2.11 Phonic line-up 1 77
2.2 Rhyming words 57 2.12 Cutlery chant 79
2.3 Pat-a-cake 59 2.13 Shopping for sounds 81
2.4 Fruit syllables 62 2.14 Tricky sounds 1 83
2.5 Nose and mouth 64 2.15 Join the phonidots 85
2.6 I can 66 2.16 Phonimoes 87
2.7 Worm words 68 2.17 Sound me out 1 89
2.8 Jack and Jill 70 2.18 Go home 91
2.9 Easy-peasy jigsaw 2 73 2.19 Food, glorious food 93

2.10 Fabulous phonicolours 1 75

3
LEVEL Flying high

3.1 Compass vowels 95 3.13 Do Re Mi 122
3.2 Fabulous phonicolours 2 97 3.14 Don’t 126
3.3 Sea syllables 99 3.15 Homophone crossword 128
3.4 Tricky sounds 2 102 3.16 Sound mingle 130
3.5 Time to rhyme 104 3.17 Tongue twisters 132
3.6 Phonic line-up 2 107 Sounds Amazing Teacher’s notes 134
3.7 Follow the sound 109 Sounds Amazing 1 Vowel /�/ 135
3.8 Sound me out 2 111 Sounds Amazing 2 Vowel /ɔ�/ 136
3.9 Sounds around 113 Sounds Amazing 3 Vowel /a/ 137

3.10 Easy-peasy jigsaw 3 115 Sounds Amazing 4 Vowel /aυ/ 138
3.11 Water everywhere 117 Sounds Amazing 5 Past tense endings /d/ 139
3.12 Phonic bingo 119 Sounds Amazing 6 Past tense endings /t/ 140



Tapescript          
Adam ant
Bertie bat
Clara cat
Daisy dog
Ellie elephant
Freddy frog

Gertie goat
Henry horse
Ian insect
Jackie jaguar
Kathy kangaroo
Larry llama
Michael monkey

Nancy night-owl
Ollie octopus
Penny penguin
Queenie queen-bee
Robby rabbit
Sid snake
Tommy tortoise

Umberto ugly-bug
Vera vulture
Wendy whale
Alex ox
Yolanda yak
Zak zebra

PRIMARY PRONUNCIATION

STARTING OFF LEVEL 1 AGE 7–8

12

Before class
● Make an enlarged copy of the Phonic friends worksheet, stick this on card, colour it attractively

and cut it up into flashcards. Make one copy of the Phonic friends worksheet for each pupil. 
● The idea here is to learn and practise the basic phonemes of the English alphabet (ah /�/,

buh /bə/, cuh /kə/, duh /də/, e, fuh /fə/, etc.), but not the alphabet itself, through
appealing animal characters whose names repeat and reinforce each phoneme. 

● The following ideas for activities are completely aural and oral. The names of these
characters are not intended to be read, but only listened to and repeated.

In class
1 Work on small groups (5 maximum) of phonemes at a time. Introduce and teach these in

‘short bursts’ over a prolonged period. Spend ten minutes each lesson teaching a few of
the characters’ names over several lessons. 

2 Select a group of phonemes that you want to practise and teach.

3 Pre-teach or revise the animal names, using the flashcards.

4 Hold up one flashcard at a time and say Listen and repeat. Play the recording, or read the
tapescript, pausing to give pupils time to repeat. Correct their pronunciation if necessary.

5 Draw pupils’ attention to the letter at the bottom of the flashcard and say Listen and repeat,
ah, Adam ant. Repeat the procedure with the other flashcards. Say Listen and repeat, buh,
Bertie bat etc.

6 Hold up one of the flashcards and ask Who’s this? What’s his name? What’s her name?
Encourage pupils to suggest answers.

7 Display these flashcards around the classroom for later practice.

8 When pupils have learnt all the characters’ names, give them each a copy of the Phonic
friends worksheet and scissors. Tell pupils to cut out the characters. 

9 Explain the activity by example. Spell a simple word (cat) by ‘sounding’ each of its
phonemes, cuh, ah, tuh. Stick the corresponding flashcard on the board as you say each
one (Clara cat, Adam ant, Tommy tortoise). Ask pupils to find these characters and put
them together on the desk in front of them. Say, Listen and repeat. Cuh, ah, tuh. Cat.

10 Repeat the procedure with any of the following words that they know: ant, bat, dog, frog, insect,
ox, yak, zebra, bag, no, yes, bed, box, desk, bus, hand, jump, lamp, leg, milk, pen, pink, red,
run, sad, sit, six, stop, sun, swim, ten. Allow pupils time to find the corresponding characters and
put them correctly on their desks. Pupils must repeat the individual phonemes and then the
complete word to understand the relationship between the sound and the printed letter. 

11 Circulate to monitor and prompt as you sound out the words.

12 Encourage pupils to take it in turns to come to the front of the class and stick the correct
flashcards on the board to correct each word.

BOXPhonic friends

ACTIVITY TYPE
whole class ‘sound
awareness’, individual ‘listen
and spell’ activity 

PRONUNCIATION 
FOCUS
alphabet phonemes (sounds)

TIME
10 minutes over several
classes.

MATERIALS
a copy of the Phonic friends
worksheet per pupil, card,
scissors, crayons, glue, 
sticky tack. Recording
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A a B b C c D d

E e F f G g H h

I i J j K k L l

M m N n O o P p

Q q R r S s T t

U u V v W w X x

Y y Z z
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