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This book is the first major study of the means wby which the classical Athenians
organised and funded their many festival choruses. It explores the mechanics of the
institution by which a minority of rich citizens were required to arrange and pay for
a festival chorus, including choruses for tragic and comic drama, and situates this duty
within the range of occasions for élite leadership in Athens’ elaborate festival calen-
dar. Peter Wilson goes on to show the importance of the khoregia to our under-
standing of the workings of Athenian democracy itself, and to demonstrate the degree
to which the institution was itself a highly performative occasion, an opportunity for
élite display in the democratic environment. The post-classical history of the khoregia
and its appearance in a wide range of other Greek communities are also examined.
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τι� φι�λτερον κεδνω� ν τοκε�ων α� γαθοι� �;
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form and as seminar papers. My thanks to them all; and in particular, for their ami-
cable discussions and criticisms, to David Konstan, Nicole Loraux, Christopher
Pelling and Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood. On matters democratic I have benefited
more than it shows from my dialogue with Josh Ober.

Pauline Hire and Linda Woodward have been diligent and understanding edito-
rial guides to an inexperienced author.

Thanks of a different sort go to Chris Clark, James Mackenzie and, in particu-
lar, Vanessa Smith; and above all to my parents, to whom I dedicate this book with
much love.
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