
Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51977-9 — Murderesses in German Writing, 1720–1860
Susanne Kord
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of illustrations page vii
Acknowledgments viii

1 Criminal women: on bodies, paradoxes, performances and tales 1

A game in the dark: the principle of paradox 1

The gender of crime: testimonies 5

In the hall of mirrors: theories of investigation 12

Searching the scene of the crime: modus operandi 17

2 The evil eye: witches 20

When looks could kill: the case of Anna Göldi (Glarus, 1782) 21

The blue-eyed monster: case studies of Anna Louisa Karsch (1775–1858) 33

3 The plague: vampires 43

Outbreak: Serbian vampires come to life in Germany (Leipzig and Vienna,
1732–1755) 43

What is at stake, or why we cannot let it (them) rest 51

Bloodbaths: the case of Elizabeth Báthory (born 1560, sentenced 1611, died 1614,
returned from the grave from 1729 on) 54

Containment: female vampires in literature from Goethe to the Grimms
(1797–1823) 71

4 Pride: husband-killers 82

Murderous marriages and marriage as murder 82

The case of Maria Katharina Wächtler (Hamburg, 1786–1788) and the debate
on torture 86

The case of Christiane Ruthardt (Stuttgart, 1844–1845) and the death-penalty
debate 105

The ethical mandate and the aesthetics of horror 115

v

www.cambridge.org/9780521519779
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51977-9 — Murderesses in German Writing, 1720–1860
Susanne Kord
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

5 Shame: child-killers 121

Women as children, women as child-killers: poetic images (1770–1790) 121

‘Public whores’ and ‘honourable women’: philosophical
and legal issues (1760–1800) 133

Criminals of lost honour? The cases of Dorothea Altwein
and Johanna Catharina Höhn (Weimar, 1781 and 1783) 141

6 The female self: poisoners 154

The self-evident and evidence: criminologists and psychologists on poison
and gender 154

Self-delusion: literati, lawyers and physicians on poison and class 158

Selfishness and selflessness: the case of Gesche Gottfried (Bremen, 1815–1831) 166

Self-assertion: Chamisso’s Gesche Gottfried (1828) 182

7 The end: the etiquette of execution 187

Final scenes: willing confessions, good deaths and grateful corpses 190

Final thoughts: the power of the people, the gender of the mob
and the progress of civilisation 212

Works cited 220

Index 260

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9780521519779
www.cambridge.org

