
ALLEGORIES OF FARMING FROM
GREECE AND ROME

In this book Professor Kronenberg shows that Xenophon’s Oeconomi-
cus, Varro’s De Re Rustica, and Virgil’s Georgics are not simply works
on farming but belong to a tradition of philosophical satire which
uses allegory and irony to question the meaning of morality and the
right way to live. These works metaphorically connect farming and
its related arts to political life; but instead of presenting farming in
its traditional guise as a positive symbol, they use it to model the
materialistic foundations and deficiencies of conventional morality
and politics. In turn, they juxtapose a contemplative model of life
that is superior to the active life in its access to knowledge and lack of
hypocrisy. Although these three texts are not usually treated together,
and each section can be taken as a stand-alone analysis, this book
convincingly connects them with an original and provocative inter-
pretation of their allegorical use of farming. It also fills an important
gap in our understanding of the literary influences on the Georgics by
showing that it is shaped not just by its poetic predecessors but by
philosophical dialogue.

leah kronenberg is Assistant Professor of Classics at Rutgers
University.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51726-3 - Allegories of Farming from Greece and Rome: Philosophical Satire in
Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil
Leah Kronenberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521517263
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ALLEGORIES OF FARMING
FROM GREECE AND ROME
Philosophical Satire in Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil

LEAH KRONENBERG
Rutgers University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51726-3 - Allegories of Farming from Greece and Rome: Philosophical Satire in
Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil
Leah Kronenberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521517263
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521517263

c© Leah Kronenberg 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Kronenberg, Leah, 1976–

Allegories of farming from Greece and Rome : philosophical satire in Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil /
Leah Kronenberg.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

isbn 978-0-521-51726-3 (hardback)
1. Agriculture in literature. 2. Satire, Greek – History and criticism. 3. Satire, Latin – History

and criticism. 4. Agriculture, Ancient – Greece. 5. Agriculture, Ancient – Rome.
6. Xenophon. Oeconomicus. 7. Varro, Marcus Terentius. Rerum rusticarum libri tres.

8. Virgil. Georgica. I. Title.
pa3015.a37k76 2009

881′.01 – dc22 2008055930

isbn 978-0-521-51726-3 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to

in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51726-3 - Allegories of Farming from Greece and Rome: Philosophical Satire in
Xenophon, Varro, and Virgil
Leah Kronenberg
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521517263
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Chris
���� �����	�� 
�	� ���� � ������� ��� � ��
� �
���� �����

� ���� � �� ��
���� �����
� ����
�� �����  ��	�
!��"���� ��� ��# ����
�� $����	����� ���� %� 	��&���� '
�( ���� � ��
!������  ��	� &�)�����%� ���� 
� �
�����.
� !* �
��	���� 
� !��
" +��
" 
" ���	� ' �,� � ������
���� 
-� � �����
� ���
��	..

But you think that the shepherd, in his capacity as shepherd, fattens
the flock not with a view to what is best for the flock but, as if he
were some guest about to feast, with a view to good cheer, or, in
turn, with a view to selling them, as if he were a money-maker, not
a shepherd. But surely the concern of the shepherding art is
nothing other than to provide what is best for its charge.

Socrates to Thrasymachus, Plato’s Republic 345c–d
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By the Gods, you simply never cease talking about cobblers,
clothes-cleaners, cooks, and doctors, as if our discussion were about
them.

Callicles to Socrates, Plato’s Gorgias 491a
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