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In this book Professor Kronenberg shows that Xenophon’s Oeconomi-
cus, Varro's De Re Rustica, and Virgil's Georgics are not simply works
on farming but belong to a tradition of philosophical satire which
uses allegory and irony to question the meaning of morality and the
right way to live. These works metaphorically connect farming and
its related arts to political life; but instead of presenting farming in
its traditional guise as a positive symbol, they use it to model the
materialistic foundations and deficiencies of conventional morality
and politics. In turn, they juxtapose a contemplative model of life
that is superior to the active life in its access to knowledge and lack of
hypocrisy. Although these three texts are not usually treated together,
and each section can be taken as a stand-alone analysis, this book
convincingly connects them with an original and provocative inter-
pretation of their allegorical use of farming. It also fills an important
gap in our understanding of the literary influences on the Georgics by
showing that it is shaped not just by its poetic predecessors but by
philosophical dialogue.
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For Chris

SAAG Triaively ofel aUTOV T& TTpoPaTa, kKab” doov TToluny 0Ty,
oU TrpOs TO TV TPOPATWY PEATIOTOV PAETTOVTX &AN, COCTTEP
danTupdva Tva Kad péAAovTa EoTidoeobal, TTpos TNy edwyiav, A
o Tpos TO &trodoobal, oTep XPNUAOTIOCTHY QAN OU TTOLHEVAL.
TT) 8¢ TrolpeVIKT oU 8nTrou &AAoU Tou PéAel 1) P G TETOKTAL,
OTTWS TOUT TO PEATIOTOV EKTTOPIEL.

But you think that the shepherd, in his capacity as shepherd, fattens
the flock not with a view to what is best for the flock but, as if he
were some guest about to feast, with a view to good cheer, or, in
turn, with a view to selling them, as if he were a money-maker, not
a shepherd. But surely the concern of the shepherding art is
nothing other than to provide what is best for its charge.

Socrates to Thrasymachus, Plato’s Republic 345¢—d

N1 ToUs Beous, &Texvdds ye &el OKUTEQS Te KOl Kvapéas Kol
Mayeipous Aéywv Kal iaxTpoUus oUdev TTauT, S TTEPL TOUTWV MUV
dvTa TOV Adyov.

By the Gods, you simply never cease talking about cobblers,
clothes-cleaners, cooks, and doctors, as if our discussion were about
them.

Callicles to Socrates, Plato’s Gorgias 491a
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Abbreviations to ancient authors and works are based on those used in the
LS] and OLD. Abbreviations to classical journals are based on those used
in the LAnnée Philologique, with the customary alterations for English
usage. In addition, the following abbreviations are used:

DK Diels, H. ed. (1952) Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. 6th edn., rev.
W. Kranz. Berlin: Weidmann.
LSJ Liddell, H. G. and R. Scott, eds. (1940) A Greek—English

Lexicon. 9th edn., rev. H. S. Jones. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

OCD Hornblower, S. and A. Spawforth, eds. (1996). Oxford Classical
Dictionary. 3rd edn. New York: Oxford University Press.

OLD Glare P W., ed. (1968-82) Oxford Latin Dictionary. Oxford:
Clarendon Press.

RE Pauly, A., G. Wissowa and W. Kroll, eds. (1894-1980) Paulys
Real-Encylopiidie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft. Stuttgart:
J. B. Metzler.

The editions used for the major primary texts discussed are as follows.
Translations are my own.

B. Mandeville Kaye, E B., ed. (1924) Bernard Mandeville: The Fable
of the Bees, Or Private Vices, Publick Benefits. 2 vols.
Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Note: The first numbers for the Mandeville references
indicate volume and page number of Kaye’s edition,
and the number in brackets is Kaye’s reference to the
original pagination of Mandeville’s text.
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Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Xenophon Marchant, E. C. (1921) Xenophontis opera omnia.

2nd edn. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
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