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The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language is 

organized in 11 parts, comprising 65 thematic 

sections. Each section is a self-contained 

presentation of a major theme in language study, 

with cross-references included to related sections 

and topics.
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dialectology.
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of minority languages and dialects.
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borrowings.

11 Contextual identity 50
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writing; restricted and secret language; verbal play 

and art; word games.
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The concept of style; authorship identity and 
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all forms of language, whether spoken, written, or 
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The use and evaluation of dictionaries; the past, 
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Patterns and trends in the use of personal names; 

place names and their history.
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conversation; analysing textual structure.
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The factors that govern our choice of language in 

social interaction; speech acts and their analysis; 

effect of the Internet.
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communication; the production, transmission, and 
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The vocal tract and vocal organs; the nature of 

articulation.
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The nature of sound waves and the way they 
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speech acoustics and physiology.
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The ear, and the process of hearing; speech 

perception and its investigation.

26 Speech interaction with machines 155

The principles and practice of automatic speech 

recognition and speech synthesis.

27 The sounds of speech 160
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consonants; kinds of phonetic transcription.

28 The linguistic use of sound 168
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The relationship between sounds and meaning; the 

role of onomatopoeia.
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reading 185

The study of the development and functions of 

written language, in all its forms.

31 Written and spoken language 186

The relationship between speech and writing; how 

sound is portrayed in written language.

32 Graphic expression 190

The physical substance of written language; types of 

graphic expression; handwriting, print, typing, and 

electronic forms.

33 Graphology 204

The writing system of a language; the history of 

writing; the alphabet; spelling, punctuation, and 

other contrasts; systems of shorthand.

34 The process of reading and writing 218

Psychological accounts of the process of reading, 
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VI The medium of language: signing and 

seeing 229

The development and use of deaf sign languages.
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35 Sign language 230

Popular fallacies about sign language; the 

development and use of signs by the deaf.

36 Sign language structure 232

The way signs are used to convey grammatical 

contrasts; American Sign Language.

37 Types of sign language 234

The range of contrived sign languages; finger 

spelling, cued speech, and other systems.

VII Child language acquisition 237

The study of the way children learn to understand 

and speak their mother tongue – methods, theories, 

and findings; later language learning in school.

38 Investigating children’s language 238

Techniques for finding out about child language; 

speech production and comprehension; theories of 

language acquisition.

39 The first year 246

The development of infant vocalization; early 

speech perception and interaction.

40 Phonological development 250

The acquisition of the sound system; the learning of 
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43 Pragmatic development 256

The acquisition of conversational skills; the 

language of twins.

44 Language development in school 258

The study of language in school; later oral 

development; learning to read and write.
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rise to disabilities in spoken, written, or signed 
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critical periods.
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communication systems and aids.
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– numbers, speakers, sources; identifying and 

explaining linguistic change.
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Identifying, counting, and classifying the languages 

of the world
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Discovering the history of languages; comparative 
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