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necessity but insufficiency of, 58, 88—90,
103-5
without legal recognition, 96
moral recognition respect, 71
moral rights
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insufficiency of, 58, 88—90, 103—5
sufficiency of, arguments for, 8, 6o
Morton, Samuel, 128
Murray, Charles, 128

natural law theory of rights. See rights
internalism

Nazi Germany, 12, 42

negative and positive senses of freedom, 136

negative rights

in classical liberalism, 29

positive rights as interfering with, 136
Nelson, William, 63, 67
new liberalism, 28, 29-37
noncognitivism, 91
noncritical and critical rights assertions,

distinguishing, 94—

nonmoral recognition respect, 71
normative rights theory. See rights internalism
Nozick, Robert, 17, 18

Obama, Barack, 171
objectivism, 91
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positivist conceptions of rights
of Bentham. See Bentham, Jeremy, and
Benthamites
freedom, negative and positive senses of, 136
negative rights, positive rights as interfering
with, 136
in new liberalism, 18—19
philosophical nonorthodoxy of, 18
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respect for, 85—90
for rights internalists. See property
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Green on, 160—1
Rawls on, 163—4
prepolitical (vs. presocial) possession of
moral rights, 155-63
presocial rights theory. See rights internalism
priests, child sexual abuse by, 12
proliferation problem
for rights externalists, 98-103
for rights internalists, 4-7, 15, 42-3, 525, 176
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consensus regarding, lack of, 41—
function of rights as determinant of, 43, 49—52
humanity standard for, 42—5
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nonrelational vs. relational properties, 41
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process determined by, 45—9
proliferation problem and determination
of, 53-5
racial oppression, argument against, 118
reflective equilibrium regarding, 46
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social capacities or powers in Green’s
externalist theory, moral significance of, 160-1
suffering, capacity for, 43, 103
will (agency) theory of, so

race and rights, 1, 2-3, 109-12, 138, 1702
acknowledgment of role of black people
in facing, 171—2
“American dilemma” of, r12—17
biological racism and appeals to science,
126, 128—9
black inferiority thesis
argument from humanity, as answer to,
15-17
continuing reference to, 126-32
potential future use of, 126-8
socioeconomic rights, skepticism about,
130-1, 133
concept of race, 25
conceptual vs. practical solutions to, 140
in contemporary American race relations,
126-32
contemporary political philosophy,
methodological orientation of, 24—

environmental racism, 132
externalist position on
admission of social constraint on
rightholding by, r20-1
advantages in contemporary racial climate,
126-32, 138
alternative basis for determining correct vs.
incorrect recognition, 1201
dilemma of, 121-6
dual use of ontology thwarted by, 125-6
internalist arguments contrasted, 117—21
necessity but insufficiency of ontology, 124
no mutual exclusivity of social recognition
and ontology, 1223
seeming inability to reject ontology, 122—3
fact of black oppression, internalist vs.
externalist arguments against, 117—21
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deal with, 18-19, 21-6
internalist position on
disadvantages in contemporary racial
climate, 126-32
dual use of natural rights theory to defend
and support black subordination, 8, 21,
22—4, 112-17, 125—6
fact of black oppression, internalist vs.
externalist arguments against, 117—21
humanity, argument from. See under humanity
positive socioeconomic rights, skepticism
about existence of, 132—5
property-based argument against black
oppression, 118
seeming inability to reject ontology, 122—3
social recognition and ontology not
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of, 1223
liberalism’s potential for alleviating black
oppression, I10-I2
lynchings, 12
moral justification argument, internalist,
119—20
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of, 129
normative and metaethical aspects of, 9
ontological ground for rights, race
used as, 42
philosophical theory and social practice,
collusion between, 109, 132—5
positive socioeconomic rights.
See socioeconomic rights
sense of group position model, 130-1
slavery. See slavery
in South Africa, 5, 135-8
symbolic racism model, 129-30
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Rawls, John, 19, 46, 142, 160, 163—9
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recognition element in Green’s account of
moral rights, 151, 153
recognition respect, 68—72
recognition theory of rights. See rights
externalism
reflective equilibrium, 46
reification critique of rights, 77-8
respect, concept of, 6872
rightholders, identifying. See identifying
rightholders
rights, 1-10
choosing between externalist vs. internalist
view of, 173—8
Hohfeld’s legal classification of, 49, 567, 83
legal vs. nonlegal, 57, 16
legitimation critique of ideological nature
of, 75-9
moral. See moral rights
negative rights
in classical liberalism, 29
positive rights as interfering with, 136
normative natural law theory of. See rights
internalism
normative weight placed on having, 1, 3-8
origins of concept, 7
political justification of theories of, 7581
positive rights. See positivist conceptions
of rights
proliferation or rights inflation problem
for rights externalists, 98—103

for rights internalists, 4—7, 15, 42-3, 52—, 176

race and. See race and rights
recognition theory of. See rights externalism
reification critique of, 77-8
self-referential/self-correcting nature of, 140
socioeconomic. See socioeconomic rights
use of terms, 39
rights externalism (recognition theory of
rights), 1, 9-10, 74—5, 106-8, 172
acknowledgment of black political
struggle by, 171-2
Bentham’s positivism distinguished
from, 20, 83
choosing between internalism and, 173-8
critical rights assertions
change in social conditions, allowing
struggle for, 79, 80, 85, 106-8
semantic interpretation of (“there ought
to be a right”), 92-8

distinction between nominal and real
rights, 1767
identifying rightholders, 98-103
informal, nonlegal forms of recognition,
85, 167
institutional respect
as means of identifying rightholders, 98—103
as possession condition for, 85—90
liberal tradition and, 25-37, 172—3. See liberal
tradition, recognition theory of rights
maintenance/enforcement requirement,
87, 101
moral justification
as means of identifying rightholders, 98-103
necessity but insufficiency of, 58, 88—90,
103-5
need for, 18—21
normative and metaethical aspects of, 8—9
ontology, problems with rejecting, 103-6,
122-3
political justification for, 75-81
pragmatic value of, 84, 87-8, 106-8
prepolitical social communities as source of
moral rights, 155-63
proliferation problem for, 98-103
on racial issues. See race and rights
Rawls’s social death theory of slavery,
response to, 167—8
recognition requirement, 86
rights internalism, social recognition of
rightholders not required under, 16
slavery under. See slavery
substantive moral theory behind, 89—90,
1478
on truth conditions for moral rights
assertions, 90—2
weak vs. strong interpretations of, 19

rights inflation or proliferation

for rights externalists, 98—103
for rights internalists, 4-7, 15, 423,
52-5, 176

rights internalism (natural law theory of

rights), 15-17
acquisition of rights under
attention paid to, 8, 15-16
as main problem of theory, 40
Bentham’s rejection of, 18, 32, 83
as best means of justifying moral beliefs, 148—9
choosing between externalism and, 173-8
distinction between presocially and
postsocially exercisable rights, 174—6
in liberal tradition, 27-36
moral atrocities appealed under, 11-15
overvaluation of, 1, 17—21
political justification of, 75
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positive socioeconomic rights, skepticism
about existence of, 132—5
possession conditions for. See property
endowing natural rights
as presocial possession of rights independent
of law and authority, 38
problems associated with, 38—40, 170
divine agency, 38—9
historical as well as contemporary, 40
interest theory. See interest theory of rights
means of acquiring rights as chief

difficulty, 40
morally valid claims approach. See morally

valid claims approach
ontological account. See ontological account

of rights
proliferation of rightholders, 47, 15, 423,

52—5, 176
rights-endowing property, determining.

See property endowing natural rights
social conditions, struggle to change, 79
will (agency) theory, so

proliferation problem, 47, 15, 42-3, 525, 176
on race issues. See under race and rights
Rawl’s social death theory of slavery,

response to, 166—7

reification critique of, 77

slavery under. See slavery

social recognition not required under, 16
supposed security of rights founded on, 168—9
on truth conditions for moral rights

assertions, 90—2

in US Declaration of Independence, 22-3, 38
US political structure founded on, 2
utilitarian argument for, 147
Ritchie, David George, 26, 29, 32, 36, 142
Roman Catholic priests, child sexual abuse by, 12
Ross, W. D., 142, 145, 152
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 162
Rwanda, 12

science, biological racism’s appeals to, 126, 128—9
self-imposed or internalized coercion or
oppression, 76
self-referential/self-correcting nature of rights, 140
self-respect, 72
Sen, Amartya, 134
sense of group position model, 130-1
sentience, animal rights arguments on
grounds of, 54
Serbian atrocities in Bosnia, 11, 14
sexual abuse of children by priests, 12
skepticism
about existence of socioeconomic rights, 132—5
about moral norms or rights, 150

slavery, 142—5, 172
choosing externalist view of rights, as reason
for, 174
Douglass’s account of moral atrocities
under, 11, 12, 14
dual use of natural rights theory to attack
and defend, 8, 21, 22—4, 11217, 125—6
fact of black oppression, internalist vs.
externalist arguments against, 117—21
Green’s externalist argument against.
See under Green, Thomas Hill
humanity, argument from. See under humanity
legal rights under
agreement of natural and recognition
rights theories regarding, 82—3
nonlegal (moral) rights vs., 5
legitimation of oppression more effectively
combated by rights externalism, 85
moral account of, natural law vs. recognition
theory explication of, 81—
moral arguments from externalist position
against, possibility of, 145-s1
pragmatic account more accurately provided
by rights externalism, 84
Rawls’s social death thesis, internalist vs.
externalist responses to, 163—9
social and communitarian values of new
liberalism, 28, 29-37
social capacities or powers in Green’s externalist
theory, moral significance of, 160-1
social communities (prepolitical) as source of
moral rights, 155-63
social conditions, struggle to change. See critical
rights assertions
social contract theory, 155, 157
social death, Rawls on slavery as, 163—9
social practice and philosophical theory,
collusion between, 109, 132—5
social recognition of rightholders. See rights
externalism
socioeconomic rights
consequentialist critique, 131
feasibility critique, 134
normative reasons for embracing concept
of, 137-8
sense of group position model for
opposition to, 1301
skepticism about existence of, 132—5
in South Africa, 135-8
South Africa, race and rights in, 5, 135-8
Spanish Inquisition, 12
Spencer, Herbert, 27, 31, 35
the state. See political societies
substantive moral theory behind rights
externalism, 89—-90, 1478
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suffering capacity as property endowing
natural rights, 43, 103

Sumner, L. Wayne, 81, 89

Supreme Being, rights acquired from, 38-9,
147-8, 149, 150, I71

symbolic racism model, 129-30

Taney, Roger, 23

truth conditions, rights externalists vs.
internalists on, 9o—2

Tutsis, 12

United States

“American Dilemma” of racial
subordination and championing of
rights internalism, 11217

chattel slavery in. See slavery

Constitution, 136, 138

Declaration of Independence. See Declaration
of Independence, US

natural law foundation of US political
structure, 2

race in. See race and rights
world interest in rights policy of, 4
utilitarian argument for rights
internalism, 147
utilitarianism, 28, 36, 103, 148

valid claims approach. See morally valid
claims approach
virtue ethics, 148

Wallace, George, 139

Washington, Booker T, 24

welfare liberalism, 28, 31

well-being or interests benefiting from
possession of rights. See interest
theory of rights

Wellman, Carl, 57, 100-1

West, Cornel, 25, 112

White, Charles, 128

will (agency) theory of property endowing
natural rights, so
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