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Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics is one of the most important ethical trea-
tises ever written, and has had a profound influence on the subsequent 
development of ethics and moral psychology. This collection of newly 
commissioned essays, written by both senior and younger scholars in the 
field, presents a thorough and close examination of the work. The essays 
address a broad range of issues including the compositional integrity of 
the Ethics, the nature of desire, the value of emotions, happiness, and 
the virtues. The result is a volume which will challenge and advance the 
scholarship on the Ethics, establishing new ways of viewing and appreciat-
ing the work for all scholars of Aristotle.
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Common abbreviations are used when citing Aristotle, Plato, and other 
major figures from the history of philosophy.1 There is slight variation 
from author to author. Because it is always plain what work is being 
referred to, I have not attempted to impose a single standard.

Also, Greek words have been transliterated into Roman characters. It 
is often possible to use different transliterations for the same Greek word. 
Since the differences, when they occur, do not matter very much, I did 
not enforce consistency across all authors.

Abbreviations and transliteration

1 O ne list of abbreviations for Aristotle can be found in Barnes (1995), pp. xxiv–xxv.
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