
The Silv er For k Nov el

In the early nineteenth century there was a sudden vogue for novels 
centring on the glamour of aristocratic social and political life. Such 
novels, attractive as they were to middle-class readers, were con-
demned by contemporary critics as dangerously seductive, crassly 
commercial, designed for the ‘masses’ and utterly unworthy of 
regard. Until recently, silver fork novels have eluded serious con-
sideration and been overshadowed by authors such as Jane Austen. 
They were influenced by Austen at their very deepest levels, but were 
paradoxically drummed out of history by the very canon-makers 
who were using Austen’s name to establish their own legitimacy. 
This first modern full-length study of the silver fork novel argues 
that these novels were in fact tools of persuasion, novels deliberately 
aimed at bringing the British middle classes into an alliance with an 
aristocratic programme of political reform.

edwa r d copel a nd is Emeritus Professor of English at Pomona 
College, Claremont, California.

  

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


c a mbr idge studies  in n ineteenth-century 
l iter atur e a nd cultur e

General editor
Gillian Beer, University of Cambridge

Editorial board
Isobel Armstrong, Birkbeck, University of London

Kate Flint, Rutgers University
Catherine Gallagher, University of California, Berkeley

D. A. Miller, University of California, Berkeley
J. Hillis Miller, University of California, Irvine

Daniel Pick, Birkbeck, University of London
Mary Poovey, New York University

Sally Shuttleworth, University of Oxford
Herbert Tucker, University of Virginia

Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for 
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars 
and critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian 
literature and the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, 
technical innovations, scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest 
sense. In recent years, theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts 
have unsettled the assumptions of previous scholarly synthesis and called 
into question the terms of older debates. Whereas the tendency in much 
past literary critical interpretation was to use the metaphor of culture as 
‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian and other analyses have employed 
more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of circulation. 
Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to accom-
modate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the 
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which 
intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary 
theory, or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary 
approaches are welcomed.
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Frontispiece: ‘Flyposters (1828)’, by George Scharf. Courtesy of the British Museum.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Silv er For k Nov el
Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform

EDWA R D COPEL A ND

  

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


c a m br i dge u n i v e r s i t y pr e s s
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,  

Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521513333

© Edward Copeland 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Copeland, Edward.

The silver fork novel : fashionable fiction in the age of reform / Edward Copeland.
pages  cm. – (Cambridge studies in nineteenth-century literature and culture ; 81)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN  978-0-521-51333-3

1. E nglish fiction–19th century–History and criticism.  2.  Great Britain–Social life and 
customs–19th century.  3.  Fashion in literature. I .  Title.

PR 868.S615C66  2012
823′.809–dc23

2012011695

i sbn 978-0-521-51333-3 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or  
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in  

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,  
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


vii

Contents

List of figures� page viii
Acknowledgements� ix

	 Introduction� 1

1	 Cultural contexts� 8

2	 The woman’s tradition: Edgeworth, Burney and Austen� 37

3	 Reform and the silver fork novel� 65

4	 Newspapers and the silver fork novel� 100

5	 The topography of silver fork London� 128

6	 Reform and the silver fork heroine� 146

Epilogue� 170
Appendix� 175
Notes� 228
Bibliography� 258
Index� 287

  

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


viii

Figures

1	 The Maiden’s Chamber, by A. E. Chalon, from Lady Blessington,  
The Belle of a Season (London: Longman, c. 1839)� page 48

2	The Last Scene of the Triumph of Reform, by C. J. Grant  
(London: T. MacLean, 1832). Courtesy of the British Museum� 66

3	Gentleman Waiting for The Times (1831), by Benjamin  
Robert Haydon. Bridgeman Art Library� 101

4	The Colosseum in 1827 and The Panorama of London,  
from Walter Thornbury and Edward Walford,  
Old and New London (London: Cassell, 1892)� 135

5	Spettatrice – Attrice (1830), by A. E. Chalon. Courtesy  
of the British Museum� 150

  

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ix

Acknowledgements

This study began quite a few years ago and has inevitably brought on 
many debts to the kindness of strangers and the tolerance of friends and 
relations. My appreciation for institutional support goes first to Pomona 
College for its never-failing generosity in providing financial support 
and leaves of absence for research. For recent financial support towards 
the completion of this project, I am grateful to the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation for making a year of work at The British Library in 2008–9 
possible. To Robert Folkenflik at the University of California, Irvine, and 
to Anne Mellor at the University of California, Los Angeles, I am grateful 
for opportunities to present my ideas to their colleagues for advice that 
has been most useful. In the early stages of the project, I met hospitality 
and assistance of the same kind from Emma Clery and her colleagues at 
the University of Sheffield. To the Austen Society, UK, and to JASNA, 
the Jane Austen Society of North America, I can express my gratitude 
again for the repeated kindness of Society members in listening to talks 
at various stages in this study’s progress. To the Chawton House Library, 
Hampshire, I would like to express my gratitude for asking me to speak 
as the project was nearing completion, a memorable opportunity to draw 
things together.

I would like to acknowledge the research done by scholars in the field 
of silver fork studies whose work I have called on, particularly Winifred 
Hughes, who set the pattern for present-day studies, and recent essays by 
Andrea Hibbard, April Kendra, Patrick Leary, Margaret Linley, Nicholas 
Mason, Marie Mulvey-Roberts, Rebecca Newman and Tamara Wagner, 
to mention only a few. Muireann O’Cinneide’s excellent Aristocratic 
Women and the Literary Nation, 1832–1867 (2008) and a recent ‘Special 
Issue: Silver Fork Fiction’ in the journal Women’s Writing (August 2009), 
edited by Tamara Wagner, have been sources of inspiration and infor-
mation. This study would have been impossible without the work done 

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgementsx

in recent years by theorists of Regency and late-Regency literature who 
have taken on the task of reintegrating it into its contemporary contexts. 
My thanks go to them, to Claudia Johnson, Deidre Lynch, Clara Tuite, 
Kathryn Sutherland, Jocelyn Harris and Clifford Siskin in particular, 
but to the many other scholars in the field whose work has been most 
helpful. I have relied heavily on historians of the period and am only con-
cerned that I have internalized so much of their work that I have not 
given proper credit when and where it is due  – to the work of Arthur 
Aspinall, David Cannadine, Linda Colley, Eric Evans, Norman Gash, 
Peter Jupp, Leslie Mitchell, Frank O’Gorman, Donald Southgate and 
Dror Wahrman. For the courtesies and assistance given me by librarians 
at the University of California, Los Angeles, the Huntington Library in 
San Marino, California, the Honnold Library in Claremont, California, 
and The British Library in London, I am deeply appreciative.

I am indebted to Michèle Cohen for reading the chapter ‘Reform and 
the Silver Fork Heroine’ and giving me useful advice on revisions, and to 
Linda Bree and my Cambridge University Press readers who have guided 
me in shaping and organizing the study. I would like to express my 
thanks to the editors of Eighteenth-Century Life for permission to draw 
on my essay entitled ‘Crossing Oxford Street: Silver Fork Geopolitics’, 25 
(Spring 2001), pp. 116–34, for material in Chapter 5 of this study. To Jane 
Austen friends who have listened to my obsession with silver fork novels, 
Deirdre Le Faye, Helen Lefroy, David Selwyn, Juliet McMaster, Kathryn 
Sutherland and Jocelyn Harris, I say thank you. For indispensable help 
with computer challenges I am grateful to Philip Copeland and to Denise 
Ostman Copeland. To my wife, Margaret Mathies, who read every word 
many times, listened to my lectures, laughed at the right times, and whose 
editorial skills made the book possible, I am grateful beyond thanks.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-51333-3 - The Silver Fork Novel: Fashionable Fiction in the Age of Reform
Edward Copeland
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521513333
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521513333: 


