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THE SILVER FORK NOVEL

In the early nineteenth century there was a sudden vogue for novels
centring on the glamour of aristocratic social and political life. Such
novels, attractive as they were to middle-class readers, were con-
demned by contemporary critics as dangerously seductive, crassly
commercial, designed for the ‘masses’ and utterly unworthy of
regard. Until recently, silver fork novels have eluded serious con-
sideration and been overshadowed by authors such as Jane Austen.
They were influenced by Austen at their very deepest levels, but were
paradoxically drummed out of history by the very canon-makers
who were using Austen’s name to establish their own legitimacy.
This first modern full-length study of the silver fork novel argues
that these novels were in fact tools of persuasion, novels deliberately
aimed at bringing the British middle classes into an alliance with an
aristocratic programme of political reform.

EDWARD COPELAND is Emeritus Professor of English ac Pomona
College, Claremont, California.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars
and critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian
literature and the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life,
technical innovations, scientific thought — in short, culture in its broadest
sense. In recent years, theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts
have unsettled the assumptions of previous scholarly synthesis and called
into question the terms of older debates. Whereas the tendency in much
past literary critical interpretation was to use the metaphor of culture as
‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian and other analyses have employed
more dynamic models that raise questions of power and of circulation.
Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to accom-
modate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on the
frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which
intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary
theory, or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary
approaches are welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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Frontispiece: ‘Flyposters (1828)’, by George Scharf. Courtesy of the British Museum.
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