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  Th is volume maps the areas of ethical concern in the debate regarding 
the governance of genetic information, and suggests alternative ethical 
frameworks and models of regulation in order to inform its restructur-
ing. Genetic governance is at the heart of medical and scientifi c develop-
ments, and is connected to global exploitation, issues of commodifi cation, 
commercialisation and ownership, the concepts of property and intel-
lectual property and concerns about individual and communal identity. 
Th us the decisions that are made in the next few years about appropriate 
models of genetic governance will have knock-on eff ects for other areas 
of governance. In short, the fi nal answer to ‘Who decides?’ in the context 
of genetic governance will fundamentally shape the ethical constructs of 
individuals and their networks and relationships in the public sphere. 

 h e at h er w i dd ows is Professor of Global Ethics at the University of 
Birmingham, where she teaches moral philosophy and bioethics. 

 c a rol i n e m u l l e n is a research offi  cer at the Centre for European 
Law and Legal Studies, School of Law, University of Leeds.   
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  Ca m br i dge L aw,  M edici n e a n d Et h ic s 

 Th is series of books was founded by Cambridge University Press with 
Alexander McCall Smith as its fi rst editor in 2003. It focuses on the 
law’s complex and troubled relationship with medicine across both 
the developed and the developing world. In the past twenty years, we 
have seen in many countries increasing resort to the courts by dissat-
isfi ed patients and a growing use of the courts to attempt to resolve 
intractable ethical dilemmas. At the same time, legislatures across 
the world have struggled to address the questions posed by both the 
successes and the failures of modern medicine, while international 
organisations such as the WHO and UNESCO now regularly address 
issues of medical law. 

 It follows that we would expect ethical and policy questions to be 
integral to the analysis of the legal issues discussed in this series. Th e 
series responds to the high profi le of medical law in universities, in 
legal and medical practice, as well as in public and political aff airs. 
We seek to refl ect the evidence that many major health-related pol-
icy debates in the UK, Europe and the international community over 
the past two decades have involved a strong medical law dimension. 
Organ retention, embryonic stem cell research, physician assisted sui-
cide and the allocation of resources to fund health care are but a few 
examples among many. Th e emphasis of this series is thus on matters 
of public concern and/or practical signifi cance. We look for books 
that could make a diff erence to the development of medical law and 
enhance the role of medico-legal debate in policy circles. Th at is not 
to say that we lack interest in the important theoretical dimensions of 
the subject, but we aim to ensure that theoretical debate is grounded 
in the realities of how the law does and should interact with medicine 
and health care. 
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 Heather Widdows and Caroline Mullen worked together as the lead 
investigators of the Property Regulation in European Science, Ethics and 
Law (PropEur) project, an EC funded project that ran for three years and 
fi nished in 2007. Th is volume is not an outcome of that project, but it was 
the experience of working on the project that provided the inspiration for 
it. In particular, the dearth of critical theorising which spoke to practice 
became abundantly clear, as did the need for comprehensive thinking 
which crossed disciplines and governance jurisdictions and interrogated 
the foundational assumptions of such governance. It is hoped that this 
volume, which was conceived as a concept volume with all its chapters 
commissioned, goes some way to addressing this gap. While it may not 
defi nitively answer ‘Who should decide?’, it does challenge existing prac-
tices and suggest alternatives. 
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