
Contents

List of maps [page xi]
List of figures [xii]
List of tables [xiv]
Acknowledgments [xv]
List of abbreviations [xvii]
Notes on the text [xxii]
Maps [xxxiv]

1 Introduction [1]
Status quaestionis [1]
The world of the Hittites [5]
An outline of the book [12]

2 Hurro-Hittite narrative song at Hattusa [20]
Introduction [20]
Members of the genre of Hurro-Hittite narrative song [23]
The formal features of Hurro-Hittite narrative song [35]
Bilingual poets [46]
The functions of Hurro-Hittite narrative song [49]
Conclusion [52]

3 Gilgamesh at Hattusa: written texts and oral traditions [54]
Introduction [54]
The Akkadian Epic of Gilgamesh [56]
The Akkadian Epic of Gilgamesh in the Hittite archives [60]
The Hittite Song of Gilgamesh [63]
The Hurrian Song of Gilgamesh and Song of Huwawa [72]
Conclusion [76]

4 The Hurro-Hittite ritual context of Gilgamesh at Hattusa [78]
Introduction [78]
Background [79]
The Hurro-Hittite pit ritual involving the story of Gilgamesh [81]
Gilgamesh in Mesopotamian rituals [85]
Pit rituals [86]
The Purification Ritual for the Former Gods [95]
Odysseus’ katabasis [99]
Myth and ritual: the chicken and the egg? [108]
Conclusion [110] vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-50979-4 - From Hittite to Homer: The Anatolian Background of Ancient Greek Epic
Mary R. Bachvarova
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521509794
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


5 The plot of the Song of Release [111]
Introduction [111]
The opening [113]
The assembly scene [117]
The hospitality scene [124]
The parables [129]
Conclusion [131]

6 The place of the Song of Release in its eastern Mediterranean
context [132]
Introduction [132]
The assembly scene in its Near Eastern context [133]
The assembly scene of the Song of Release and the Iliad [139]
The hospitality scene of the Song of Release in its eastern
Mediterranean context [142]

The messenger scene in the Song of Release in its eastern
Mediterranean context [145]

Conclusion [146]

7 The function and prehistory of the Song of Release [149]
Introduction [149]
The Song of Release and royal ancestor veneration [149]
The origin of Hurro-Hittite narrative song [156]
Conclusion [165]

8 Sargon the Great: from history to myth [166]
Introduction [166]
The Anatolian reception of legends of Sargon [167]
From history to myth, from oral to written [178]
The šarrena ritual [182]
King lists and genealogies as indexes for world history [187]
Naram-Sin and Hector [191]
Conclusion [196]

9 Long-distance interactions: theory, practice, and myth [199]
Introduction [199]
Wandering seers or Orientalizing construct? [200]
Push–pull factors encouraging long-distance interactions [206]
Long-distance elite interaction and transmission of narratives [211]
Medicine, long-distance travel, and cosmogonies [213]
Conclusion [217]

10 Festivals: a milieu for cultural contact [219]
Introduction [219]
Hittite festivals [221]
Feasts and festivals in second-millennium Greece [226]
A festival of Mycenaean Thebes [229]

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-50979-4 - From Hittite to Homer: The Anatolian Background of Ancient Greek Epic
Mary R. Bachvarova
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521509794
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


First-millennium Greek festivals [232]
The Delia [236]
The Milesian New Year festival [241]
Apollo as a vector for transmission of cult [243]
The Chaoskampf myth in its festival setting: Syro-Anatolia [250]
Conclusion [263]

11 The context of epic in Late Bronze and Early Iron Age
Greece [266]
Introduction [266]
Ancestor veneration and mortuary ritual in the Mycenaean period [268]
Elite competition and epic in post-palatial Greece [273]
The Protogeometric period: the age of nostalgia [278]
Hērōes and meropes anthrōpoi: the shared concept of divinized
ancestors among Early Iron Age Greeks and Syro-Anatolians [285]

The Odyssey as a narrative of long-distance elite interactions [295]
Conclusion [299]

12 Cyprus as a source of Syro-Anatolian epic in the Early
Iron Age [301]
Introduction [301]
Cyprus in the Late Bronze Age: a member of the brotherhood of
Great Kings [303]

The arrival of the Greeks in Cyprus [306]
Cultural continuity in Syro-Anatolia [310]
Iatnana, Danuna, and the House of Mopsus [316]
Contact between Greece and Cyprus in the Early Iron Age [321]
Cypriot epics about Aphrodite? [323]
Conclusion [329]

13 Cultural contact in Late Bronze Age western Anatolia [331]
Introduction [331]
Contacts among Ahhiyawa, west Anatolia, and the Hittites in the
Late Bronze Age: the beginnings of a cultural memory about the
Trojan War? [333]

Transmission of Hittite cultural features to west Anatolia in the Late
Bronze Age [342]

Transfer of people and cultural features between Greece and Anatolia [344]
Conclusion [347]

14 Continuity of memory at Troy and in Anatolia [349]
Introduction [349]
Reminiscences of Bronze Age Troy in the Homeric tradition [351]
Cultural continuity and Greek migrations in Early Iron
Age west Anatolia [356]

Troy across the end of the Bronze Age [361]
Troy as a place of remembrance [367]

Contents ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-50979-4 - From Hittite to Homer: The Anatolian Background of Ancient Greek Epic
Mary R. Bachvarova
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521509794
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Genealogical and dynastic ties with the Bronze Age Anatolian Past [373]
Continuity of elite mortuary practices in Syro-Anatolia, Mopsus’
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