
GROWING UP FATHERLESS
IN ANTIQUITY

As the changes in the traditional family accelerated toward the end
of the twentieth century, a great deal of attention came to focus on
fathers, both modern and ancient. While academics and politicians
alike singled out the conspicuous and growing absence of the modern
father as a crucial factor affecting contemporary family and social
dynamics, ancient historians and classicists have rarely explored ancient
father-absence, despite the likelihood that nearly a third of all children
in the ancient Mediterranean world were fatherless before they turned
fifteen. The proportion of children raised by single mothers, relatives,
stepparents, or others was thus at least as high in antiquity as it is today.
This book assesses the wide-ranging impact that high levels of chronic
father-absence had on the cultures, politics, and families of the ancient
world.

sabine r . hübner is a visiting research scholar at the Institute for
the Study of the Ancient World at New York University and an
adjunct assistant professor of Ancient History at Columbia University.

david m. ratzan holds degrees in Classics from Yale and
Cambridge Universities. He is currently finishing his doctoral work
at Columbia University on the social and economic history of contract
in Roman Egypt.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


GROWING UP FATHERLESS
IN ANTIQUITY

EDITED BY

SABINE R. HÜBNER

AND

DAVID M. RATZAN

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambr idge univer s i ty pre s s
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521490504

© Cambridge University Press 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2009

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

isbn 978-0-521-49050-4 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this book,
and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Utriusque patribus,
qui semper nobis affuerunt

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of figures page x
List of tables xi
List of contributors xii
Acknowledgments xv
Note on abbreviations xvi

introduction 1

1 Fatherless antiquity? Perspectives on “fatherlessness”
in the ancient Mediterranean
Sabine R. Hübner (Columbia University) and
David M. Ratzan (Columbia University) 3

part i: coping with demographic realities 29

2 The demographic background
Walter Scheidel (Stanford University) 31

3 Oedipal complexities
Mark Golden (University of Winnipeg) 41

4 Callirhoe’s dilemma: remarriage and stepfathers in
the Greco-Roman East
Sabine R. Hübner (Columbia University) 61

5 “Without father, without mother, without
genealogy”: fatherlessness in the Old and
New Testaments
Marcus Sigismund (Bergisch University, Wuppertal) 83

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


part ii: virtual fatherlessness 103

6 Bastardy and fatherlessness in ancient Greece
Daniel Ogden (University of Exeter) 105

7 Fatherlessness and formal identification in Roman
Egypt
Myrto Malouta (Worcester College, Oxford) 120

part iii: roles without models 139

8 Diomedes, the fatherless hero of the Iliad
Louise Pratt (Emory University) 141

9 Sons (and daughters) without fathers: fatherlessness
in the Homeric epics
Georg Wöhrle (Trier University) 162

10 Absent Roman fathers in the writings of their daughters:
Cornelia and Sulpicia
Judith P. Hallett (University of Maryland) 175

part iv: rhetoric of loss 193

11 The disadvantages and advantages of being fatherless:
the case of Sulla
Sabine Müller (University of Hannover) 195

12 An imperial family man: Augustus as surrogate father
to Marcus Antonius’ children
Ann-Cathrin Harders (University of Freiburg) 217

13 Cui parens non erat maximus quisque et vetustissimus
pro parente: paternal surrogates in imperial Roman
literature
Neil W. Bernstein (Ohio University) 241

14 The education of orphans: a reassessment of the
evidence of Libanius
Raffaella Cribiore (New York University) 257

viii Contents

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


15 “Woe to those making widows their prey and robbing the
fatherless”: Christian ideals and the obligations of stepfathers
in late antiquity
Geoffrey Nathan (University of New South Wales) 273

Bibliography 293
Index 326

Contents ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Figures

1 Proportion of fatherless individuals according to different
scenarios of paternal marriage age and life expectancy page 32

2 Probability of male survival according to paternal age
at first marriage (Model West Level 3 Males) 34

3 Probability of maternal survival for a child born to a woman
aged thirty in a population with a mean life expectancy at
birth of twenty-five years 36

4 Probability of loss of father and of loss of father, paternal
grandfather, and any paternal uncles (“Ordinary,” Level 3) 37

5 Mean risk of loss of father depending on paternal age at
birth of child 38

6 Mean risk of loss of father, paternal grandfather, and any
paternal uncles depending on paternal age at birth of child 38

7 Percentage of papyri over second and third centuries 134
8 Percentages of papyri by area in the second and third centuries 136

x

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Tables

3.1 Percentage of men (Male, “Ordinary,” West Level 3)
at various ages with living kin page 50

3.2 Percentage of men (Male, “Senatorial,” West Level 3)
at various ages with living kin 50

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors

THE EDITORS
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viated papyrological references may be found in Checklist of Greek, Latin,
Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets (ed. [Oates,] Bagnall et al.;
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/papyrus/texts/clist.html).

xvi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-49050-4 - Growing up Fatherless in Antiquity
Edited by Sabine R. Hubner and David M. Ratzan
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521490504
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

