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Lord Salisbury (1830—1903) is now a subject of intense historical
attention. This important new study moves away from conven-
tional biography and presents an original portrait of the mental
world inhabited by late-Victorian Conservatives at the time
when their world-view was coming under severe strain.

At the centre of the picture is the third Marquis of Salisbury,
but Lord Salisbury’s World does not simply tell the story of his life
and politics. Instead, it asks sensitive questions about how the
political, intellectual and religious environments of the late-
Victorian period seemed to one of its sharpest intellects, and it
situates Salisbury and his immediate entourage in a wide land-
scape of relationships, perceptions and problems.

Its starting points are two: that politics is a situational activity,
and that situations reside in the minds of the beholders. For that
reason Professor Bentley draws the reader into Conservative
assumptions about time and space, property and society, reli-
gion and the state, the past and the future — the very language
in which they expressed themselves. His book will therefore be
required reading for all those interested in British political
ideas.

MICHAEL BENTLEY is Professor of Modern History at the
University of St Andrews. His many publications include Politics
without Democracy, 1815—1914 (second edn, 1996) in the Fontana
History of England. He was also editor of Public and Priwvate
Doctrine: Essays in British History presented to Maurice Cowling
(Cambridge, 1993).
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NOTE ON THE TEXT

Capital letters have been reduced to the minimum and stripped from
political offices (prime minister, foreign secretary) and general
references to institutions (parliament, the church); they have been
retained for titles (Church of England, Foreign Office). I have
ignored this rule when the result looked odd (archbishop of Canter-
bury, chancellor of the Exchequer). I have also retained ‘Marquis’ as
opposed to the more usual ‘Marquess’ because it was the usage
preferred by the Salisbury family.
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