
Perspectives on activity theory 

Activity theory is an interdisciplinary approach to human sciences that 
originates in the cultural-historical psychology initiated by Vygotsky, 
Leont'ev, and Luria. It takes the object-oriented, artifact-mediated col­
lective activity system as its unit of analysis, thus bridging the gulf be­
tween the individual subject and the societal structure. This volume is 
the first comprehensive presentation of contemporary work in activity 
theory, with 26 original chapters by authors from 10 countries. 

In Part I of the book, central theoretical issues are discussed from 
different points of view. Some topics addressed in this part are epis­
temology, methodology, and the relationship between biological and 
cultural factors. Part II is devoted to the acquisition and development 
of language -a theme that played a central role in the work ofVygotsky 
and Luria. This part includes a chapter that analyzes writing activity 
in Japanese classrooms and an original case study ofliteracy skills in a 
man with cerebral palsy. 

Part III contains chapters on play, learning, and education, and Part 
IV addresses the meaning of new technology and the development of 
work activities. The final part covers issues of therapy and addiction. 

Yrjo Engestrom is Professor of Communication at the University of 
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Finland. He is the coeditor, with David Middleton, of Cognition and 
Communication at Work. 

Reijo Miettinen is Associate Professor in the Department of Education, 
University of Helsinki. 

Raija-Leena Punamaki is Senior Researcher in the Department of 
Psychology, University of Helsinki. 
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Series foreword 

This series for Cambridge University Press is becoming widely known as 
an international forum for studies of situated learning and cognition. 

Innovative contributions are being made in anthropology; in cognitive, 
developmental, and cultural psychology; in computer science; in educa­
tion; and in social theory. These contributions are providing the basis for 
new ways of understanding the social, historical, and contextual nature of 
the learning, thinking, and practice emerging from human activity. The 
empirical settings of these research inquiries range from the classroom, 
to the workplace, to the high-technology office, to learning in the streets 
and in other communities of practice. 

The situated nature of learning and remembering through activity is a 
central fact. It may appear obvious that human minds develop in social 
situations and extend their sphere of activity and communicative compe­
tencies. But cognitive theories of knowledge representation and learning 
alone have not provided sufficient insight into these relationships. 

This se~ies was born of the conviction that new and exciting interdis­
ciplinary syntheses are under way, as scholars and practitioners from di­
verse fields seek to develop theories and empirical investigations adequate 
for characterizing the complex relations of social and mental life, and for 
understanding successful learning wherever it occurs. The series invites 
contributions that advance our understanding of these seminal issues. 

Xlll 

Roy Pea 
John Seely Brown 
Jan Hawkins 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-43127-9 - Perspectives on Activity Theory
Edited by Yrjö Engeström, Reijo Miettinen and Raija-leena Punamäki
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521431279
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521431279: 


