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British or American English?

Speakers of British and American English display some striking differences
in their use of grammar. In this detailed survey, John Algeo considers ques-
tions such as:

*Who lives on a street, and who lives in a street?

*Who takes a bath, and who has a bath?

*Who says Neither do I, and who says Nor do I?

*After “thank you”, who says Not at all and who says You’re welcome?
*Whose team are on the ball, and whose team zs?

Containing extensive quotations from real-life English on both sides of the
Atlantic, collected over the past twenty years, this is a clear and highly
organized guide to the differences —and the similarities — in the grammar of
British and American speakers. Written for those with no prior knowledge
of linguistics, it shows how these grammatical differences are linked mainly
to particular words, and provides an accessible account of contemporary
English as it is actually used.

JOHN ALGEO is Professor Emeritus in the Department of English, Uni-
versity of Georgia, Athens. His previous posts include Fulbright Senior
Research Scholar, University College London (1986—7), Guggenheim
Fellow (1986-7), and University of Georgia Alumni Foundation Distin-
guished Professor (1988-94). Over the past forty years he has contributed
papers to a wide variety of books and journals, including 91 book reviews.
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theoretical and descriptive contributions to our knowledge of national varieties of
English, both written and spoken. The series covers a broad range of topics and
approaches, including syntax, phonology, grammar, vocabulary, discourse, pragmatics
and sociolinguistics, and is aimed at an international readership.
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Preface

The study on which this book is based began about forty years ago as a casual
interest in the subject engendered by Thomas Pyles’s history textbook, The
Origins and Development of the English Language (now in its fifth revised edition,
Algeo and Pyles 2004). It was focused during a year (1986—7) the author spent
in the Survey of English Usage at University College London as a Fulbright
Senior Research Scholar and a Guggenheim Fellow. In those days, the Survey
was only beginning to be converted into electronic form, so at first research
involved hunting through paper slips and copying information by hand. Later,
as the Survey was computerized, electronic searches became possible, initially
only at the Survey office and later through a CD anywhere.

The present study later benefited from the collection of citations made by
Allen Walker Read for a historical dictionary of British lexical items. My wife,
Adele, and I then set out to supplement Read’s files with citations we collected
from more recent material than he had used, including citations for grammatical
as well as lexical matters. Our own corpus of British citations is now about three
million words in size. That is not large for a contemporary data file, but it consists
entirely of citations that we had reason to suspect exemplified British use.

Work on this book was delayed by a variety of other duties to which its author
had fallen heir. It is now presented, with painful awareness of its limitations,
but, as the French are fond of saying, faute de mieux. Undoubtedly, British and
American English are grammatically different in ways not reported here. And
some of the grammatical differences reported here may be less certain than
this book suggests because of difficulties in identifying and substantiating those
differences or because of the misapprehension of the author. Nevertheless, I hope
thatit will be helpful in pinpointing various areas of structural difference between
the two major national varieties of the language.

xi
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