
The fifth volume of The New Cambridge Medieval History brings
together studies of the political, religious, social and economic
history of the whole of Europe and of the Mediterranean world
between about  and .
Comprehensive coverage of the developments in western

Europe is balanced by attention to the east of Europe, including
the Byzantine world, and the Islamic lands in Spain, North Africa
and the Levant. Thematic articles look at the fine arts, the vernacu-
lar, communications and other aspects of a period in which the
frontiers of Latin Christendom were expanding vigorously out-
wards; and attention is paid to the frontier societies that emerged in
Spain, the Baltic and theMediterranean islands.
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PREFACE

 volume of the original Cambridge Medieval History dealing with the thir-
teenth century was published seventy years before this one, and carried as its
subtitle The Victory of the Papacy. The thirteenth century was characterised as an
age of ‘completion’, when early medieval barbarism was at last laid to rest and
the great institutions of the Middle Ages, notably papacy and empire, reached
their apogee, even if the empire after Frederick II entered a long and steep
decline. One reflection of this sense that the thirteenth century was the time of
‘completion’ was the editors’ decision to include a number of chapters on cul-
tural developments across a much wider time span. Jessie Weston, the author
of a controversial study of the Grail notable for its influence on T.S. Eliot, was
commissioned to write on ‘The legendary cycles of the Middle Ages’, and
there were chapters on political ideas, chivalry and the art of war. Space was
found for the treatment of Spain, Poland, Hungary, Bohemia and Scandinavia
from the middle of the eleventh century onwards. However, Byzantine history
was reserved for the separate fourth volume, itself re-edited in . The con-
tributors represent a galaxy of the distinguished historians of the time:
Pirenne, Petit-Dutaillis, Powicke, Clapham, A.L. Poole, Jacob, Rashdall,
Altamira, with Oxford for some reason so well represented that it seems more
theOxford than theCambridge Medieval History.
The subtitles used by the volumes in the New Cambridge Medieval History, in

this case ‘c. –c. ’, seem by contrast extremely cautious, even if, as has
been explained in the introduction, the present volume has been constructed
on the principle that the interaction between frontier regions and the old heart
of western Europe is a fundamental theme in the study of the thirteenth
century. Indeed, this is not simply a history of western Europe, and full advan-
tage has been taken of the flourishing state of Byzantine, Slavic and Islamic
studies so as to include important and lengthy chapters on eastern Europe and
on the Muslim neighbours of the Christian states. Rus′, the Teutonic Knights
and the east European kingdoms have all been granted some attention, as have

xvii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-36289-4 - The New Cambridge Medieval History: Volume V c. 1198–c. 1300
Edited by David Abulafia
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521362894
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


the Celtic lands, whose position at the end of the volume is a poor recognition
of the great expansion of distinguished research on this region. Overall, the
geographical range of this volume is far wider than that of the old Cambridge
Medieval History. Europe itself, as Norman Davies has reminded readers of his
massive History of Europe of , is capable of being defined culturally and
geographically in any number of ways, and a generous definition has been used
here. The editor takes it as axiomatic that the history of Europe is not simply
the history of the Latin Christian legacy to modern times; rather than this ‘ver-
tical’ view of European history, a horizontal perspective has been adopted, in
which an attempt has been made to identify and treat adequately the regions
and topics that were important to the thirteenth century itself; hence, indeed,
the space devoted to the Balkans in Professor Ducellier’s chapter. So, too, the
further shores of the Mediterranean, including not merely the states estab-
lished by the crusaders but Mamluk Egypt and the Muslim states in the
Maghrib, which had such close, if not necessarily friendly, relations with Latin
Europe, have been given space in this volume. Nor would it make sense to omit
the Mongol empire from such a volume.
All this adds up to a more demanding agenda than that which the editors of

the old Cambridge Medieval History set when treating this period. Some chapters
simply cannot be presented, in the space available, in quite the concentrated
and detailed form that characterised the old version of this work, especially if
some space is to be found for the results of recent research in the social,
economic and cultural history of thirteenth-century Europe and the
Mediterranean. Clearly a limit had to be drawn somewhere, and treatment of
the Seljuq Turks, who at this time were heavily involved in the Iranian world, or
of Armenia and Georgia, which have only recently once again been admitted
into the ranks of European nations, seemed (though with some regret) to the
present editor to threaten to throw the volume off balance; still, for the Turks
plenty of relevant material will be found in chapters on Byzantine, Mongol and
Near Eastern affairs. Given the extraordinary richness of research on Italy, it
has seemed right to devote separate sections to different aspects of thirteenth-
century Italy, including one section by Louis Green devoted mainly to
Florence. The current tendency to speak not of ‘Spain’ but of the ‘Spanish
kingdoms’ or of the Iberian peninsula is reflected in the separation of the
history of Castile and its lesser neighbours, in the hands of Peter Linehan,
from that of Catalonia-Aragon, in my own hands. Themajor brief accorded to
authors has been the provision of a balanced and authoritative coverage of
political history, with a good leavening of economic, social and cultural topics
as well, integrated where possible into the wider account of political develop-
ments. Most chapters are kept within the confines of the thirteenth century
(with ragged ends), but in some cases, where corresponding chapters could not

xviii Preface
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be found in other volumes, it has made sense to extend the time range, as in the
chapter by Marco Tangheroni on Sardinia and Corsica, and as in Colin Smith’s
piece on the vernacular. On the other hand, W.C. Jordan’s chapter on the
Capetians picks up from the previous volume in , the obvious date. This is
not to pretend that there is anything magical about the dates  and .
Topics such as the presence of the Jews in Christian society have been treated
the same way; authors have been invited to find room for such issues within
their chapters. In addition, several thematic chapters, devoted to major eco-
nomic and social developments and to religious changes in the period, are
intended to set the scene for the political history that follows. Naturally, the
existence of theCambridge Economic History of Europe, of which a new edition of
volume  appeared in , hasmeant that readers could be referred elsewhere
for rich assessments of economic developments in the thirteenth century, and
the excellentCambridge History of Political Thought has also coveredmuch ground
that it has not been thought necessary to survey once again here.
Warmest thanks are due to the authors, so many of whom diligently pro-

vided drafts, final texts and bibliographies without fuss. This is a farmore inter-
national, indeed intercontinental, project than the original volume of ,
with authors resident in Australia, the United States, Israel, Italy, France, the
Netherlands, Norway, Lithuania, as well as the United Kingdom; the 
edition had noAmerican authors at all, surprising then, and inconceivable now.
Where possible, I have tried to obtain the services of scholars who have not
already provided a survey of the topic about which they are writing, so that this
volume is not, by and large, a summary of what can be read from the same pen
elsewhere. As editor, I crave the indulgence of the individual contributors
when, as a result of overlap or other considerations, their contribution has
been altered in some way. Inevitably, some contributors have wanted fuller
annotation or bibliographies than others, and in some cases this also reflects
the very different state of research in various areas of medieval scholarship. It
is a particular pleasure to thank Dr Stephen Rowell of the University of
Klaipeda, Lithuania, for stepping in at short notice to replace the author of the
one chapter which failed to arrive. Professor Roger Wright of Liverpool
University kindly offered his help in preparing for press Colin Smith’s chapter
on the vernacular, after Professor Smith sadly died in . Mrs Sandra Smith
expertly translated the two chapters by André Vauchez and those by Professors
Sivéry and Verger; I myself took the responsibility for translating the chapters
by Alain Ducellier andMarco Tangheroni. Many contributors to the preceding
and following volumes, especially Michael Jones, editor of volume , have
been extremely helpful in discussions of where to make the joins between cor-
responding chapters.
Transliteration from other alphabets has followed the basic rule that an

Preface xix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-36289-4 - The New Cambridge Medieval History: Volume V c. 1198–c. 1300
Edited by David Abulafia
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521362894
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


effort should be made to reproduce the rough pronunciation of the term or
name. In Arabic, the sound change that accompanies the fourteen ‘sun’ letters
has been respected: ad-din rather than al-din; as-Salih rather than al-Salih. The
emphatic S, T, D, and DH have not been indicated, though ‘ayn generally has
been. In Greek, the model has been classical Greek rather than the Latinised
forms often current: Komnenos rather than Comnenus, Doukas rather than
Ducas. However, late medieval pronunciation has not been consistently repre-
sented: Basileus is used rather than Vassilefs, but all the same the formVatatzes
is used (though some bibliographical entries do give Batatzes). Most accents
are now out of fashion in Greek, and little effort has beenmade to incorporate
them systematically when printing words in the Greek alphabet, though the
breathings ‘ (for h) and ’ (silent) have been respected. InHebrew, transliteration
follows the norms of modern Sephardi or Israeli Hebrew, which are fairly
close. In Russian, the distinctive sign ′ indicates the ‘soft sign’ �, as in Pyc�, Rus′.
In Icelandic, ∏ and π have been retained for unvoiced th,� and � for dh (voiced
th). The German ß, indicating ‘ss’ or more properly ‘sz’, has generally been
retained. As for languages written in the Latin alphabet, Catalan forms have
been used in those cases where they have now been revived and English usage
is flexible: Girona, not Gerona, Penyafort, not Peñaforte, but names of rulers
are given in English forms (James not Jaume or Jaime).
This book presents to view a thirteenth century which is more than the

conflict of popes and emperors that dominated the vision of the editors in
. Medieval horizons have expanded. They continue to expand. This
volume will at least enable its readers to see where the horizon is now thought
to be, and, I hope, to pick out some of the details in the fuller picture as well.
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