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PREFACE

Like all historical research, this book was in many ways a collective
enterprise, and I am indebted to many people for their advice and
assistance. Most of all I would like to thank Adrian Lyttelton, who was
my teacher and whose suggestions at every stage were invaluable.
Giovanna Procacci was my first guide to the Italian state archives, and
Giorgio Mori was both gracious and wise in his advice on the location of
sources in Tuscany. To both of them I am grateful. Research is impossible
without the support of the staff of archives and libraries; I am fortunate
that the personnel at the institutions listed in the bibliography were
generous with their time and assistance.

Academic work also has financial bases. I conducted the research for
this book with grants from the Danforth Foundation, the Council on the
Humanities at Yale University, and the Central Research Fund at London
University. 1 thank these institutions for their support.

Finally, 1 have been aided enormously in the completion of the
typescript. Donna Koontz typed the text with endless patience and skill,
and my parents were helpful critics of my use of the language. The errors
that remain are my own.
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ITALIAN TERMS

ABBREVIATIONS
AAT Tuscan Agrarian Association
AlIT Tuscan Industrial Association
ASLU Archivio di Stato di Lucca
CGL General Confederation of Labour
FIOM National Metalworkers’ Union
PNF Fascist Party
PSI Socialist Party
SMI Societa Metallurgica ltaliana

ITALIAN TERMS

affittuario peasant leaseholder
agrari landlords
arditi shock troops in the Italian army
arditi del popolo non-party anti-fascist armed resistance
movement
bracciante day labourer
camporaiolo semi-proletarianized sharecropper
capoccia head of a sharecropping family
caposquadra head of fascist action squads
carabiniere military policeman
collocamento di classe  roster of union men for employment in agri-
culture
colono sharecropper
Confindustria Italian Confederation of Industry
consiglio di
fabbrica factory council
consiglio di
fattoria farm council
X
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Glossary of Italian abbreviations and terms xi

direttorio

famiglia colonica

fascio

fattore

fattoria

imponibile di
mano d’opera

executive committee

legal peasant family

branch of the fascist movement
bailiff

estate

compulsory employment of agricultural labour

latifondo great estate

massaia wife of the head of a peasant family

mezzadria sharecropping system

mezzadro sharecropper

podere peasant family farm

popolari members of the Popular Party

questore local chief of police

ras local fascist boss

sottofattore assistant bailiff

sottoprefetto deputy prefect

stime estimates of debt between sharecropper and
landlord

terrazziere day labourer

ufficio del lavoro

fascist employment office
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