
LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS 

AN INTRODUCTION 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


LANGUAGE AND 
LINGUISTICS 

AN INTRODUCTION 

JOHN LYONS 
Master, Trinity Hall, Cambridge 

; .. "~,,, .. CAMBRIDGE 
::: UNIVERSITY PRESS 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

British Library Cataloguing in Publication data

Lyons, John
Language and linguistics
1. Linguistics. I. Title

410 P121 80--42002

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in

this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate. Information regarding prices, travel

timetables, and other factual information given in this work is correct at
the time of first printing but Cambridge University Press does not guarantee

the accuracy of such information thereafter.

cambridge university press 
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,

São Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cb2 8ru, UK 

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521297752

© Cambridge University Press 1981

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1981 
Nineteenth printing 2009

isbn 978-0-521-23034-9 Hardback
isbn 978-0-521-29775-2 Paperback

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents 

Preface ix 

I Language 
I. I What is language? 
1.2 Some definitions of 'language' 
1.3 Language-behaviour and language-systems 
1.4 Language and speech 
1.5 The semiotic point of view 
1.6 The fiction of homogeneity 
1.7 There are no primitive languages 

Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

2 Linguistics 
2. I Branches of linguistics 
2.2 Is linguistics a science? 
2.3 Terminology and notation 
2-4 Linguistics is descriptive, not prescriptive 
2.5 Priority of synchronic description 
2.6 Structure and system 

Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

3 The sounds of language 
3. I The phonic medium 
3.2 Phonetic and orthographic representation 
3.3 Articulatory phonetics 
3 -4 Phonemes and allophones 
3.5 Distinctive features and suprasegmental 

phonology 
3.6 Phonological structure 

Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

3 
8 

II 

17 
24 
27 
31 

31 

34 
37 
46 
47 
54 
59 
64 
64 

66 
69 
72 

84 

89 
95 
98 
98 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


VI Contents 

4 Grammar 
4. 1 Syntax, inflection and morphology 100 
4.2 Grammaticality, productivity and arbitrariness 104 
4·3 Parts of speech, form-classes and grammatical 

categories 109 
4-4 Some additional grammatical concepts II3 
4·5 Constituent -structure II7 
4.6 Generative grammar 124 

Further reading 129 
Questions and exercises 131 

5 Semantics 
5. 1 The diversity of meaning 136 
5.2 Lexical meaning: homonymy, polysemy, 

synonymy 144 

5·3 Lexical meaning: sense and denotation 15 1 

5·4 Semantics and grammar 156 

5·5 Sentence-meaning and utterance-meaning 163 
5.6 Formal semantics 170 

Further reading 175 
Questions and exercises 176 

6 Language-change 
6.1 Historical linguistics 179 
6.2 Language-families 184 
6.3 The comparative method 192 
6-4 Analogy and borrowing 201 
6.5 The causes of language-change 207 

Further reading 21 3 
Questions and exercises 21 3 

7 Some modern schools and movements 
7. 1 Historicism 216 
7. 2 Structuralism 218 

7·3 Functionalism 224 
7-4 Generativism 228 

Further reading 235 
Questions and exercises 236 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents 

8 Language and mind 
8. I Universal grammar and its relevance 
8.2 Mentalism, rationalism and innateness 
8.3 Language and the brain 
8-4 Language-acquisition 
8.5 Other areas of pyscholinguistics 
8.6 Cognitive science and artificial intelligence 

Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

9 Language and society 
9. I Sociolinguistics, ethnolinguistics and 

psycho linguistics 
9.2 Accent, dialect and idiolect 
9.3 Standards and vernaculars 
9-4 Bilingualism, code-switching and diglossia 
9.5 Practical applications 
9.6 Stylistic variation and stylistics 

Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

IO Language and culture 
IO.I What is culture? 
10.2 The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis 
10.3 Colour-terms 
IO-4 Pronouns of address 
IO.5 Cultural overlap, cultural diffusion and 

translatability 
Further reading 
Questions and exercises 

Bibliography 
Index 

vii 

238 
242 
248 
25 1 

257 
262 
264 
264 

266 
268 

276 
281 
286 
290 

297 
298 

301 

303 
312 
317 

322 
329 
330 

333 
35 1 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-29775-2 - Language and Linguistics an Introduction
John Lyons
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297752
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface 

This book is designed for the course, entitled 'Language and 
Linguistics', which my colleagues and I teach to first-year students 
at the University of Sussex. Very few of these students come to the 
University with the intention of taking a degree in Linguistics. 
Some of them, having had their interest aroused by the course, do 
in fact transfer into Linguistics from other subjects. The vast 
majority, however, go on to complete their degree-work, as we 
expect that they will, in the discipline which they originally chose 
as their major subject in applying for admission. Our aim, 
therefore, in teaching 'Language and Linguistics' is to introduce 
our students to some of the more important theoretical concepts 
and empirical findings of modern linguistics, but to do so at a 
relatively non-technical level and in a way that emphasizes the 
connections between linguistics and the many other academic 
disciplines that are concerned, for their own purposes and from 
their own point of view, with the study of language. I trust that this 
book will prove to be equally suitable for similar courses on 
language, which now exist at many universities, polytechnics and 
colleges of education, both in this country and abroad. I hope that 
it will be of some interest also to the general reader who wishes to 
learn something of modern linguistics. 

This book is broader in coverage, and less demanding in its 
central chapters, than my Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics 
(1968). It is correspondingly less detailed in its treatment of many 
topics. But I have appended to each chapter a list of suggestions 
for further reading. This should be comprehensive enough for 
lecturers and instructors using the book to make a selection 
according to their knowledge of the field and their theoretical 
preferences; and they can add to my list of books a number of 
important journal articles which, unless they have been reprinted 
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x Preface 

in accessible publications, I have as a matter of policy excluded. 
The Bibliography is geared to the annotated Suggestions for 
Further Reading and is representative of most, if not all, points of 
view. For the benefit of students using the book without 
specialized guidance, and to help the interested general reader 
who wishes to go further into the subject, I have picked out about 
twenty general textbooks and collections of articles and asterisked 
these in the Bibliography. Here too I have been careful to make a 
representative selection - representative both of different theore­
tical viewpoints and of different levels of exposition. 

Each chapter has associated with it a set of Questions and 
Exercises. Some of these are straightforward revision questions 
that can be answered without further reading. Some - especially 
those containing quotations from other works on linguistics - will 
oblige the student to consider and evaluate opinions different from 
those which I put forward myself in this book. A few of the 
questions are quite difficult; I would not expect students to be able 
to answer them, without assistance, on the basis of a ten-week 
course in Linguistics. On the other hand, I think it is important that 
students taking such courses should be given some sense of what 
Linguistics is like at a more advanced, though not necessarily more 
technical, level; and it is surprising what can be achieved by means 
of a little Socratic midwifery! 

I would make the same comment in respect of the one problem 
that I have included (after the chapter on Grammar). I invented 
this many years ago, when I was teaching a course at Indiana 
University, and it has been used since then, by me and by others, 
as a fairly demanding exercise in linguistic analysis. Anyone who 
can come up with a solution that satisfies the demands of 
observational and explanatory adequacy in less than two hours will 
not need to read the central chapters of this book! 

Although Language and Linguistics is very different from my 
Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics, it is informed with the 
same sense of the continuity of linguistic theory from the earliest 
times to the present day. I have not included a chapter on the 
history of linguistics as such, but within the limits of the space 
available for this I have tried to set some of the more important 
theoretical issues in their historical context. And I have written a 
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Preface Xl 

brief chapter on structuralism, functionalism and generativism in 
linguistics, since the relations among these movements are, in my 
view, either neglected or misrepresented in most textbooks. In 
particular, generative grammar is commonly confused, on the one 
hand, with a certain kind of transformational-generative grammar, 
formalized by Chomsky, and, on the other, with what I have here 
called 'generativism', also propagated largely by Chomsky. In my 
own very brief treatment of generative grammar in this book, as 
also in my Chomsky (I977a) and elsewhere, I have tried to 
maintain the necessary distinctions. Personally, I am fully commit­
ted to the aims of those who use generative grammars as models 
for the description - for theoretical, rather than practical, 
purposes - of the grammatical structure of natural languages. As 
will be evident from this book, I reject many, though not all, of the 
tenets of generativism. Nevertheless, I have presented them as 
fairly and as objectively as I can. My aim, throughout, has been to 
give equal weight to both the cultural and the biological basis of 
language. There has been a tendency in recent years to emphasize 
the latter to the detriment of the former. 

I must here record my appreciation of the assistance given to me 
in the writing of this book by my colleagues, Dr Richard Coates 
and Dr Gerald Gazdar. They have both read the whole work 
in draft and made many helpful critical comments, as well as 
supplying me with advice in areas where their expertise is greater 
than mine. Needless to say, they are not to be held responsible for 
any of the opinions expressed in the final version, the more so, as­
I am happy to affirm publicly - we still disagree on a number of 
theoretical issues. 

I should also like to express my indebtedness to my wife, who has 
not only given me the necessary moral support and love while I was 
writing the book, but has also served as my model general reader for 
several chapters and has corrected most of the proofs for me. Once 
again, I have had the benefit of the specialized and sympathetic 
editorial advice of Dr Jeremy Mynott and Mrs Penny Carter of 
Cambridge University Press; and I am very grateful to them. 

Falmer, Sussex 
January 1981 
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