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teachers who wish to increase their knowledge in 
order to prepare for teaching legal English). There 
is also a section entitled Preparing students for 
the ILEC exam, giving advice on how to best 
prepare students for all four sections of the exam.

Each unit starts with a Teacher’s brief, designed to 
introduce non-lawyers to the legal topic of the unit. 
Where possible, the Teacher’s brief relates the legal 
concepts to the everyday experiences of non-
lawyers. To enable teachers to read the briefs 
quickly and to scan them for specific information, 
the most important words and phrases are given in 
bold. These bold terms include key legal vocabulary 
(most of which is explained in the Glossary booklet 
that accompanies the Student’s Book) as well as 
the language skills developed in each unit. The 
briefings also include some useful Internet sources 
related to the unit. Inevitably, given the constantly 
changing nature of the Internet, some of these 
links may not work or may change.

The teaching notes start with an introductory 
discussion, designed to get students thinking 
and talking about the topic from a non-technical 
perspective. The notes then follow the 
organisational structure of the Student’s Book. 
The answers to each exercise are included 
immediately after the notes. (They are also listed 
at the end of the Student’s Book.)

There are also many supplementary activities 
(Optional lead-in/extension), usually designed to 
exploit the grammar and vocabulary from reading 
and listening texts more fully. Not all of these 
activities will be appropriate for all teaching 
contexts: some classes may find a text so easy 
that they need no further support or analysis, 
while others may find a text so difficult and time-
consuming that you decide to move on to a new 
section in the book as soon as possible! However, 
it is hoped that they will make lesson planning 
easier, as they offer a good way of using five or 
ten minutes at the beginning or end of a lesson.

There are also Language and Background notes
throughout the units to explain difficult language 
(usually vocabulary from reading or listening texts, 

Introduction

Who is the ILE Second edition 
Teacher’s Book for?
The International Legal English Second edition
(ILE) Teacher’s Book is aimed at all teachers using 
ILE in the classroom. It is designed to make the 
ILE course as flexible as possible, so that it is 
suitable for a wide range of teaching situations: 
from individual students to large groups; from 
prospective law students to experienced lawyers; 
from single-nationality groups to international 
classes; and from upper-intermediate level to 
advanced and beyond. It is aimed at teachers who 
may have limited teaching experience or little or 
no knowledge of legal English or the worlds of law 
and business. For this reason, more experienced 
teachers of legal English may find some sections 
of the book a little obvious, but it is hoped most 
teachers will appreciate the careful guidance. 
I myself am a teacher, not a lawyer, and 
throughout the book I have drawn heavily on my 
own experience of trying to get to grips with the 
concepts and language of commercial law.

What does the course involve?
Teachers are strongly advised to read the 
introductory sections in the ILE Student’s Book for 
guidance on the structure and contents of the 
course, and how it relates to the Cambridge ILEC 
(International Legal English Certificate) exam. 
There is also a section focusing on preparation for 
the exam on page ix of this book. In addition, you 
should familiarise yourself with the ILEC exam by 
looking at www.legalenglishtest.org.

How is the ILE Teacher’s Book 
organised?
At the beginning of this book, there are sections 
on Teaching lawyers as a non-lawyer (general 
advice for new teachers of legal English), Writing
(ideas for making the writing activities more 
varied and interactive), Games and activities (to 
supplement many activities throughout the course) 
and Using the Internet for research (advice for 
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but also some unusual or difficult grammar 
structures). IPA pronunciation is often given inside 
Language/Background notes, or as separate 
Pronunciation notes. The aim of all of these notes 
is to provide teachers with some background 
before they start a lesson, or to provide answers 
to difficult questions from students during 
lessons. For this reason, the Pronunciation notes 
contain some non-technical terms which may 
nonetheless cause you problems.

For each Listening section, there is a reference to 
both the relevant CD/track number(s) and the 
page in the Student’s Book where the transcript 
can be found.

Each unit in the Student’s Book ends with an 
online research activity and a self-study Language
focus section. This book does not provide specific 
guidance for these (other than answers for the 
Language focus), as they are self-explanatory, 
although there are some ideas for doing the online 
research activities on page xviii. Both activities are 
ideal for homework, either during the course of the 
unit or afterwards as revision. They can also be 
done in class. Needless to say, it is important that 
you, the teacher, try these activities yourself so 
that you are ready to deal with any problems 
students may have with them. The sections on the 
ILEC exam at the end of the Student’s Book 
(Exam focus and ILEC practice test) are also an 
excellent source of ideas for homework.

Each unit contains references to photocopiable 
worksheets, which can be found at the back of the 
book. Instructions and answer keys (where 
applicable) for these activities are included within 
the notes. In most of the units, one of the 
worksheets provides notes for a role-play. A few 
units contain role-plays elsewhere (in the 
Student’s Book or Teacher’s Book), in which case 
there is no separate role-play worksheet.

The Student’s Book also contains six case studies, 
after Units 4, 6, 9, 11, 14 and 16. Notes for these 
are given at the same positions in this book.

How can the book be used with 
different levels?
Although ILE, like the ILEC exam, is aimed at 
upper-intermediate to advanced levels, this does 
not mean that it cannot be used with lower or 
higher levels. The notion of ‘level’ is rather 

complicated when it comes to legal English. For 
example, Student A, an experienced international 
lawyer, may be fairly fluent and confident in 
English, but due to his frequent mistakes is 
classified as ‘intermediate’. Conversely, Student B 
may have technically proficient English, but due to 
her lack of legal knowledge, may struggle with the 
course as much as Student A. For both of these 
students, you should provide plenty of support, 
including supplementary activities, with the aim of 
getting them through the course and their exams.

Student C, on the other hand, is already an 
experienced lawyer with an excellent command of 
both legal and general English. In her case, your 
aim should be for her to master most of the 
language used in the book, with a view to 
producing it, rather than merely understanding it. 
The supplementary activities should therefore be 
used to make the course more challenging.

Even in a mixed-ability group, it is possible for all 
students to make good progress, whatever their 
initial level. You should encourage them each to 
push themselves to use difficult, new or 
sophisticated language as much as possible in 
their speaking and writing, and you should provide 
sensitive feedback and error correction.

How can the book be used with 
different class sizes?
At many points in both the Student’s Book and the 
Teacher’s Book, there are instructions for the 
students to work in pairs. Obviously, if you have only 
one student or an odd number, this will be 
impossible, but for the most part this should not 
cause problems. With one-to-one classes, you will 
have to be the partner in discussions and role- 
plays. Where a role-play includes a lawyer and a 
client, you should always play the role of the client. 
With odd numbers of students, most pairwork 
exercises will work equally well with groups of three. 
In both cases, specific advice has been provided 
where necessary (for example, with role-plays).

There is no upper limit to the class size. For time 
reasons, some activities (such as individual 
presentations) may have to be modified for very 
large groups, but again specific instructions have 
been provided where necessary.

Introduction vii
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Do I have to work through the 
book in order?
You can work through the units in any order you 
like, although it’s a good idea to start with Unit 1. 
The three units on company law (Units 2, 3 and 4) 
are best done in that order, but you may decide to 
do some other units in between to add a bit of 
variety. The same goes for the three units on 
contract law (Units 5, 6 and 7). The Case studies 
can be done at any point, but of course they will 
work better after the units which deal with the 
relevant topics. It is also not a good idea to save 
all the Case studies for the end of the course. 
The Exam focus section and ILEC practice test 
should be used throughout the course – if you 
leave them to the end, it will be too late.

How long does the course take?
Whenever I have taught from International Legal 
English, it has taken me around five 90-minute 
lessons to complete a unit (so around 7.5 hours 

per unit, 120 hours for the whole course). But 
I know teachers who have completed units at a 
much faster rate – as few as three 90-minute 
lessons per unit (so 72 hours for the whole course). 
It all depends on your approach, your students and 
your timetable. Bear the following in mind:

Will you use most of the supplementary 
activities and worksheets?

Will you play lots of vocabulary revision 
games?

Will you allow long discussions to develop 
from the topics in the book (and from 
students’ own professional lives)?

Will you supplement the course with materials 
you have made yourself?

If you set a reading task as homework, will you 
go through it carefully and discuss it in the 
next lesson (rather than simply checking the 
answers)?

I tend to do all of these things, and I believe this 
to be the most appropriate and effective way to 
work with this book. 
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