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PREFACE

There are many persons to whom thanks are due for the help and en-
couragement given to me during the writing of this book. I should first like
to thank Professor Patrick D. Hanan. Not only did he introduce me to the
serious study of Tun-huang popular literature but he has consistently given
me expert guidance during all phases of the writing of the book. Professor
James R. Hightower read over portions of the early drafts and made
numerous corrections. I have benefited immeasurably from the high stan-
dards of accuracy and scholarship which he demands of his students.

My debt to Professor Masatoshi Nagatomi is particularly great for his
able assistance on matters of Buddhist doctrine and Indian languages. 1
was especially privileged to be able to consult Professor L. S. Yang. His
vast fund of knowledge in many areas and his great skill in reading T’ang
colloquial Chinese have rescued me from many impasses. Thanks are also
due to Mr George Potter and Miss Deborah White who have helped me
obtain the materials necessary to carry on my research without interruption.

Kate Owen and Elizabeth O’Beirne-Ranelagh of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press deserve special thanks for many good and sensible solutions to
difficult problems. They made the editing of this book a pleasure instead of
a predicament. I am also grateful to the designers and typesetters who,
though faced with unusual specifications, have created such an attractive
printed product.

I am indebted to my colleagues, Joseph Miller, Barbara Ruch, Nathan
Sivin, and Barbara Herrnstein Smith, for their careful criticism of the
Introduction. I am also grateful to my wife, Li-ching, for the many sac-
rifices she has endured, and to my son, Thomas Krishna, who has been
most understanding and sympathetic throughout. It goes without saying
that all the good waves coming from Ohio (Athens, Canton, Kent, and
Columbus) gave me the strength required to complete this work.
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1. Beginning of the Sariputra illustrated transformation scroll (ms P4524).
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