
Organ Shortage: Ethics, Law and Pragmatism

Organ shortage is an ongoing problem in many countries. The needless
death and suffering which have resulted necessitate an investigation into
potential solutions. This examination of contemporary ethical means,
both practical and policy-oriented, of reducing the shortfall in organs
draws on the experiences of a range of countries. The authors focus on
the resolution and negotiation of ethical conflict, examine systems
approaches such as the ‘Spanish Model’ and the US Breakthrough
Collaboratives, evaluate policy proposals relating to incentives, pre-
sumed consent and modifications regarding end-of-life care, and
examine the greatly increased use of (non-heart-beating) donors suffer-
ing circulatory death, as well as living donors. The proposed strategies
and solutions are capable not only of resolving the UK’s own organ-
shortage crisis, but of being implemented in other countries grappling
with how to address the growing gap between supply and demand for
organs.
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Abbreviations

ABOi ABO blood group incompatible
ACE angiotensin converting enzyme
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome
AIT antibody incompatible livingdonor renal transplantation
ATR angiotensin receptor blockers
BBSRC Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research

Council (UK)
BME black and minority ethnic
CCDT Canadian Council for Donation and Transplantation
DCD donation after cardiac death
DMV Department of Motor Vehicles (USA)
DSA donor specific antibody
ECD expanded criteria donor
ESRF end-stage renal failure
EU European Union
HIV human immunodeficiency virus
HLA human leukocyte antigen
HLAi human leukocyte antigen incompatible
HLH haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis
HTA Human Tissue Authority (UK)
ICU intensive care unit
KPD kidney paired donation
LDT living donor organ transplantation
MHC major histocompatibility complex
NCCUSL National Conference of Commissioners of Uniform

State Laws (USA)
NDFC National Donor Family Council (USA)
NHBD non-heart-beating donors
NHS National Health Service (UK)
NHSBT National Health Service Blood and Transplant (UK)
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NHSBT-ODT National Health Service Blood and Transplant –

Organ Donation and Transplantation Directorate
(UK)

NICE National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence
(UK)

NOTA National Organ Transplant Act (USA)
NSF National Service Framework (UK)
OMC Open Method of Co-ordination (EU)
ONT Organización Nacional de Trasplantes (Spain)
OPO Organ Procurement Organization (USA)
PDA Potential Donor Audit (UK)
PGD pre-implantation genetic diagnosis
PMP per million population
QOF Quality and Outcomes Framework (UK)
RCIDT Red/Consejo Iberoamericano deDonación yTrasplante

(Latin America)
RRT renal replacement therapy
UAGA Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (USA)
UK United Kingdom
USA United States
WHO World Health Organization
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