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This is a major new study of the cultural foundations of the Tudor 
plantations in Ireland and of early English imperialism more gener-
ally. John Patrick Montaño traces the roots of colonialism in the key 
relationship of cultivation and civility in Tudor England and shows 
the central role this played in Tudor strategies for settling, civilizing, 
and colonizing Ireland. The book ranges from the role of cartography, 
surveying, and material culture – houses, fences, fields, roads, and 
bridges – in manifesting the new order to the place of diet, leisure, 
language, and hairstyles in establishing cultural differences as a site 
of conflict between the Irish and the imperializing state and as a jus-
tification for the civilizing process. It shows that the ideologies and 
strategies of colonization which would later be applied in the New 
World were already apparent in the practices, material culture, and 
hardening attitude towards barbarous customs of the Tudor regime.

j oh n pat r ic k mon ta ñ o  is Professor of History at the University 
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Más non podrá el tiempo y la fortuna
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My original vision was of a Dickensian opening that involved discus-
sion of the affection for all one’s children that did not preclude having a 
favorite or perhaps a reverie on how writing a book was akin to conceiv-
ing, carrying, and giving birth to a child. However, a certain lady very 
acutely pointed out that I have no children and that men really have no 
idea about the travails of childbirth. Suitably chastened, I am neverthe-
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it has any chance of seeing the light of day.
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several months amidst the beautiful and congenial atmosphere of the 
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sources of support I wish to express my most sincere gratitude.

The opportunity to travel to archives provided by the support from 
these sources further places any researcher in the hands of archivists 
and librarians. The vast majority of these devoted people remain 
anonymous soldiers in the campaign, but are nonetheless essential to 
the successful outcome of any endeavor, and I cannot say how indebted 
and grateful I am to the staffs at the Huntington Library, the Bodleian 
Library, the Public Record Office, the British Library, several County 
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