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‘Abr 3, Neolithic site, 172

Abu Thawwab, Neolithic site, 179

agriculture and figurines. See under figurines, prehistoric

‘Ain Ghazal, Neolithic site, 30, 31, 76, 79, 94, 99, 158,
164, 167, 170, 174—175, 175, 176, 179, 181, 182,
200, 202, 203

Amomoloc, Formative site, 34, 35, 78, 90, 102, 103

analytical essentialism. See under historicism

Anatolia, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines
(Near East)

Andernach, Paleolithic site, 105

androcentrism, 12, 13, 14

Arpachiyah, Neolithic site, 192, 193, 195, 196, 197,
200

art history, 2, 6, 49—50, §3—54, 64, 209

world art history, 6-8. See also images

Assouad, Neolithic site, 176

Aswad, Neolithic site, 79, 163, 163, 164, 167, 169

attributes. See iconography

Avdeevo, Paleolithic site, 77, 78, 92, 103

Bailey, Douglass, 7

Bédeilhac, Paleolithic site, 74, 78

Beidha, Neolithic site, 166, 169

Blomster, Jeffrey, 143

Bougras, Neolithic site, 173

Brassempouy, Paleolithic site, 75, 78, 83, 84, 92, 93
Buret’, Paleolithic site, 9o

Byblos, Neolithic site, 179, 180, 181

Cafer Hoytik, Neolithic site, 94, 95, 167, 169
Cantén Corralito, Formative site, 144
Catalhoyiik, Neolithic site, 17, 72, 73, 99, 158, 164—166,
175—176, 184—187, 186, 187, 189, 200, 202, 203
categories
interpretive construction of, 29—30, 33—40, 77, 216
sex and gender, 1, 10, 27, 28, 77, 213
specific to individual contexts, 1, 27, 28, 30, 40. See also
interpretation; contextualization (theory and
method of)

Cayonii, Neolithic site, 79, 163, 165, 167, 169, 172
Chagar Bazar, Neolithic site, 193, 194, 196, 200
Chalcatzingo, Formative site, 48, 89, 90, 102, 113,
136
Chesson, Meredith, 30, 158, 206
China, figurines from, 22, 23
Choga Mami, Neolithic site, 193
Chupicuaro, Formative site, 121, 128, 129, 132, 134,
154
Clark, John, 133, 144
Clatk, T. J., 50, 51, 53
Collier, Jane, 46, 113
Combarelles, Paleolithic site, 84, 106
comparison
between contexts, 1-2, 4, §, 8, 26, 44, 47, 48, 63,
207—208, 209, 210—212
cross-cultural, 16, 27, 29, 44, 210
of interpretations rather than figurines, 8, 9, 32, 48,
210. See also interpretation, rhetorical
dimensions
See also contextualism; historicism; universalism
context
in anthropology, 26—28, 29
in archaeology, 28—29
definitions of, 26, 28, 29, 32, 43
of recovery (archaeological context), s, 28, 29, 45, 48,
58, 64, 98, 105, 110, 122, 153, 210
contextualism
as paradigm, 1, 26, 27, 210
relation to universalism. See under universalism
as resource, 44, 45, 52, 110, 204, 208, 213
contextualization (theory and method of), s, 8, 9, 26,
20—-32, 41, 42, 47, 48, 63, 72—73, 112, 116—117,
210—211, 213. See also categories; interpretation
Courbet, Paleolithic site, 78
Crete, figurines from, 11
Cyphers, Ann, 48, 90, 113, 114, 136
Cyprus, figurines from, 17
Czech Republic, figurines from. See Paleolithic
figurines
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deities
of the ancient Near East
historical, 11, 160—-161
prehistoric, goddesses, 4, 157, 182, 192, 197,
198—200, 201, 202—204, 215—216
cult images, 160, 174, 178, 181, 182
definition, 160
the Goddess thesis, 157—158, 159, 170, 172, 201,
204—206
alternative scenarios, 158, 159, 189, 192, 20T, 202,
204
as the interpretive outcome of iconography and
symbolic analysis, 55, 98, 160—161, 178, 182, 192
primordial Goddess (traditional interpretations), 1, 9,
10, 12, 13, 14—15, 94, 161, 197, 200, 201, 205, 207,
212, 215
Delporte, Henri, 78, 84
Dhra’, Neolithic site, 171
Di Capua, Costanza, 38, 39, 40, 48
Dja’de, Neolithic site, 172
Dolni Véstonice, Paleolithic site, 72, 75, 76, 83, 83, 90, 91,
92,93, 104, 214
Dutch genre painting, 55, 56, 57, 58, 61, 63, 209

ébauches. See Paleolithic figurines, schematization of

Ecuador, figurines from, 13, 20—22. See also Valdivia,
figurine tradition

El Arbolillo, Formative site, 87

Enléne, Paleolithic site, 78

es-Sawwan, Neolithic site, 193, 196

essentialism, 15, 16, 41—44, 212, 213. See also under
historicism

Es-Sifiya, Neolithic site, 173

evidence. See interpretation

femaleness as a recurring attribute of figurines, 2, 9, 1011,
17, 28, 32—33, 40, 76-79

explanations of| 2, 4, 9, 13, 15, 16, 18, 24, 68—69, 72,

88, 107-111, 215217
fertility. See under figurines, prehistoric
figurine

as an analytical category, 19, 45, 73—76, 214

defined, 1, 19, 118.

See also images

figurines, prehistoric

and agriculture, 10, 13, 18—22, 24, 214

feminist interpretation of, 14, 29

and fertility, 11, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22

made by women?, 16, 17, 110, 136, 154, 155, 21§

and social differentiation, 29, 32, 40, 62, 132, 141,
152

worldwide distribution of, 2023, 68.

See also femaleness as a recurring attribute of figurines;
Formative figurines (Mesoamerica); Neolithic
figurines (Near East); Paleolithic figurines

form, 6, 51, 54, $9—61, 66, 81, 167, 209
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Formative figurines (Mesoamerica), 4, 13, 22, 70, 73—76,
78, 86—88, 89—90, 101—103, 118—121, 152—155, 215
as burial offerings, 121, 125, 127-130
compared to sculpture, 101, 142
during Early Horizon, 124, 131, 133, 141—146
hollow versus solid, 74, 102, 142
and inferences on social differentiation, 128, 129-130,
133—130, 141—150
and Olmec style, 88, 124, 133, 141146, 155
promising analytical modes for, 98, 106-107, 108111,
118-126
and the small-scale—politics postulate, 118, 126, 132,
133—136, 140, 141, 142, 146, 150, 152, 154—155.
See also window-on-society analysis
as a spatiotemporal macro-unit, 19, 23, 24, 69, 118, 214
stylistic variation among, 109, 118, 120, 121, 124,
133—134, 141—150
subject matter of, 89—90, 120—121, 132—134, 140,
153-155
acrobats, 89, 121
age as theme, 33, 34, 40, 45, 90, 113, 114, 133, 137,
44
ballplayers, 121, 121
femaleness as theme, 89, 106—107, 120, 154
images of ancestors?, 114, 136
masked or elaborately clothed, 33, 89, 121, 122, 135
social differentiation as theme, 110, 133, 134, 142,
143
supernatural themes, 89, 133, 136—140, 142
two heads or two faces, 89, 115, 121, 137
uses of, 126—131, 132, 136, 140, 153, I5S.
See also figurines, prehistoric; Mesoamerica
France, figurines from. See Paleolithic figurines
Frazer, James, 11, 12
Freedberg, David, 7
Fronsac, Paleolithic site, 84, 106
Furst, Peter, 131, 133, 136, 137, 138

Gagarino, Paleolithic site, 77, 83, 91

Ganj Dareh, Neolithic site, 76, 79, 164, 167, 168

Garfinkel, Yosef, 101, 179, 180

Gawra, Neolithic site, 192, 193, 196

Gell, Alfred, 59, 60

Germany, figurines from. See Paleolithic figurines

Ghoraifé, Neolithic site, 164

Gilgal I, Neolithic site, 171, 171

Gimbutas, Marija, 14, 15, 16, 41—42, 156, 158

Girikihaciyan, Neolithic site, 192

Gobekli, Neolithic site, 99, 100, 170, 172

goddesses. See deities

Gonnersdorf, Paleolithic site, 73, 74, 75, 78, 84, 96, 97,
105, 106

Gopher, Avi, 48, 158, 179

grand history. See historicism

Grimaldi, Paleolithic site, 75, 78, 91, 93

Gritille, Neolithic site, 167, 168, 170, 176
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Grotte Carriot, Paleolithic site, 84, 106
Girctitepe, Neolithic site, 176
Gvozdover, Mariana, 78, 83, 84, 93, 103, 104

Hacilar, Neolithic site, 184, 187, 187, 188, 188, 189, 190,
191, 191, 200, 203
Halaf goddess. See under Neolithic figurines (Near East)
Halaf, archaeological culture, 178, 192, 193, 193, 194, 195,
196, 197, 197, 198, 199
Halaf, Neolithic site, 193, 196, 200
Halula, Neolithic site, 99, 100, 101, 166, 169, 170
Hassan, Neolithic site, 193
Hassuna, archaeological culture, 192, 196
historicism
analytical essentialism, 41—44, 156—157, 167, 201, 204,
212
as a form of explanation, s, 23, 212, 214
grand history, 9, 23—24, 26, 41—44, 157, 159, 161, 162,
170, 204—2006, 212, 214, 215§
long-term structures, 156—157, 159, 176, 192, 198, 199,
201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 200, 216
theory and method, 16, 41, 159. See also contextualism;
contextualization (theory and method of);
interpretation
Hodder, Ian, 29, 32, 40, 41, 43, 58, 156, 158
Hohokam, archaeological culture, 154
Honduras, figurines from. See Formative figurines
(Mesoamerica)
Hoytigek, Neolithic site, 184, 187, 188, 189, 190, 190,
200
hypothesis testing. See under universalism

iconography, 4, 49, $4—58, 64, 97, 98, 109, 124, 133, 160
attributes (in the art-historical sense), 55, 89, 101, 137,
160, 170, 174, 175, 176, 178, 184, 193, 198, 202
narrative, 55, 89, 160, 170, 175, 178, 184, 202
pre-iconographic analysis, 54, 55, 57, 62, 89.
See also images; subject matter
iconology, 49, s4, §8. See also symbolic analysis
images
framework for interpretation of, 4, 9, 49—52, 209
guide to comparison of, 9, 65, 63—66, 107, 115, 117,
152, 157, 160, 178, 204, 2006, 210, 215
modes of analysis of, 4, 52, 53, $4—63, 66, 68, 107, 157,
208, 200—210, 214
questions posed by analysts of, 2, 4, 49, 51, 51, 66, 208,
209
See also art history, iconography
independence of linking arguments, 6, 7, 52—53, 209. See
also interpretation
interpretation
built up from local contextualizations, 45, 72, 73, 82, 98,
107, 152, 211, 214
convergence among analysts, 4, 45, 48—49
impervious to falsification, 16, 17, 44, 68, 205, 207, 208,
210, 212, 213

Index

material patterns reformulated to social terms, 2, 18, 44,
48, 63—064, 606, 68, 113, 116—117, 150—153,
158—159, 207, 208—210, 211, 214

models of temporal form, 116, 122, 159, 201

rhetorical dimensions, 9, 17, 44, 45, 63, 64, 112—118,
150—153, 156—157, 158—159, 208, 210, 212,
213—214, 216

theoretical constitution of evidence, 2, 17, 18, 44, 48,
62, 68, 207.

See also categories; comparison; contextualism;
contextualization (theory and method of);
historicism; images; universalism

interpretive archaeology, 4, s, 47, 52

Iran, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near East)
Iraq, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near East)
Israel, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near East)
Isturitz, Paleolithic site, 75, 78, 97

Italy, figurines from. See Paleolithic figurines

Japan, figurines from. See Jomon, figurine tradition

Jarmo, Neolithic site, 76, 79, 82, 94, 95, 97, 163, 167, 169,
200

Jerf el Ahmar, Neolithic site, 172

Jericho, Neolithic site, 170

Jomon, figurine tradition, 20, 22, 23, 24, 214

Jordan, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near East)

Joyce, Rosemary, 30, 40, 48, 49, 90, 113, 114, 115, 117,
128, 137, 154

Kashkashuk, Neolithic site, 193

katsina dolls, 55, 59

Khotylevo, Paleolithic site, 77

Klein, Cecelia, 131, 137, 138, 140

Knauft, Bruce, 116, 117, 118, 125§

Kosk Hoyiik, Neolithic site, 188, 189, 189, 190, 190, 191,
192

Kostenki, Paleolithic site, 75, 77, 85, 91, 92, 103, 104

Kubler, George, 8, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 209

Kuijt, Ian, 30, 158, 206

Kurugay, Neolithic site, 188, 189, 191

Lalinde, Paleolithic site, 106

La Marche, Paleolithic site, 78, 97
Laugerie Basse, Paleolithic site, 78

Laussel, Paleolithic site, 104, 105, 107

La Venta, Formative site, 102, 102, 146, 147

Maghzaliyah, Neolithic site, 167

Mal’ta, Paleolithic site, 75, 76, 77, 90, 92

Marcus, Joyce, 17, 28, 60, 90, 114, 126, 134, 136, 145

Mas d’Azil, Paleolithic site, 74, 78

McDermott, LeRoy, 17, 91, 92

meaning (culturally specific), 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 210,
213. See also contextualization (theory and method
of)

Mediterranean, figurines from, 11, 12
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Mellaart, James, 158, 175, 185
Meskell, Lynn, 14, 164, 165, 189
Mesoamerica
chronology, 69—72, 118
regions
Basin of Mexico, 125, 127, 137, 138, 147-150
Guanajuato, 118, 125, 127
Gulf Coast, 102, 125, 133, 144, 146
Morelos, 125, 127
Oaxaca (Valley of), 17, 60, 89, 114, 125, 136, 142, 144
Soconusco, 33, 46, 125, 125, 142, 144
Tlaxcala, 34, 35, 36, 38, 40, 103, 121, 125, 126, 138,
148, 149, 147—150
Ulaa Valley, 89, 113, 118, 125.
See also Formative figurines (Mesoamerica)
metanarrative, 205, 21§
Mexico, figurines from. See Formative figurines
(Mesoamerica)
Mezin, Paleolithic site, 84
Mezraa Teleilat, Neolithic site, 176, 177, 202, 203
Middle East, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near
East)
Miller, Michele, 179, 182, 203
Morss, Noel, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18—22, 24, 156, 213
multiple local contextualizations. See under interpretation
Munhata, Neolithic site, 166, 179, 180, 181
Mureybet, Neolithic site, 172, 173, 200, 202

Nahal Oren, Neolithic site, 171
narrative. See iconography
Near East, chronology, 69—72. See also Neolithic figurines
(Near East)
Neolithic figurines (Near East), 12, 20, 22, 70
compared to images on pots, 189, 191
compared to painted imagery, 173, 175, 189
compared to statuary, 99, 173, 175, 180
compared to tokens, 85—86, 161
formal coherence of (in types or horizons), 79, 164, 176,
179, 183, 193, 194, 196, 198, 203
promising analytical modes for, 98, 106—-107, 108111,
170, 172, 178, 192, 193—194, 197, 202, 204, 200
schematization of, 79, 84—86, 94—95, 109, 184, 191, 196,
198, 199
gradation of schematization, 8o, 161, 162, 164, 171,
172, 173, 176, 178, 181, 201, 202, 200
as a spatiotemporal macro-unit, 19, 23, 69, 79, 214
subject matter of, 93—95, 161, 162, 175, 180, 181-182,
184—189, 192—198, 201—204, 205
femaleness as theme, 79, 93, 106—107, 161, 177,
179, 190, 192, 193, 194, 196, 198, 200, 201,
203, 205
gesture as theme, 94, 172, 174, 176, 179, 184, 190,
193, 196, 199, 200
Halaf goddess, 197, 198, 199, 203
person associated with animal(s), 184, 185, 186, 187
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phallic in form, 94, 173, 175, 176, 179, 203
Pillar figurines, 94, 162
prominent pubic triangle, 192, 194, 196, 197,
200—201
Seated Anthropomorph thematic complex, 79, 81,
9495, 96, 159, 161-169, 170—178, 179, 183, 194,
199, 201, 203
Yarmukian matron, 182, 198, 202, 203
surrounded by halo of figurine making, 20, 21, 23, 24,
214
by time period
Ceramic Neolithic, 177—201
Earlier Pre-Pottery Neolithic, 171—172, 202
Later Pre-Pottery Neolithic, 73—76, 79, 84—86,
9395, 99—101, 162—170, 201, 202, 215
transition to the Ceramic Neolithic, 172—177,
202203
uses of, 180, 206.
See also deities
Netiv Hagdud, Neolithic site, 171
Neuchatel, Paleolithic site, 84
Nevali Cori, Neolithic site, 79, 94, 99—100, 164, 169, 170

Olmec style. See under Formative figurines (Mesoamerica)
Orrelle, Estelle, 48, 158, 179
Ozdogan, Mehmet, 176, 182

Paleolithic Eurasia, chronology, 69—72. See also Paleolithic
figurines
Paleolithic figurines, 11, 22, 48, 72
compared to engravings, 73, 84, 105, 106
compared to other mobiliary art, 84, 103, 106
compared to parietal art, 84, 106
compared to sculpture, 104
and the profile-figure complex, 73, 78, 96—97
promising analytical modes for, 98, 106—107, 108—111
schematization of, 77—78, 82—84, 92, 109
as a spatiotemporal macro-unit, 19, 69, 214
subject matter of, 90—93, 96—97
clothing, 91—92
femaleness as theme, 77—78, 90, 92, 93, 96, 106—107,
110
by time period
Gravettian, 72, 73—76, 77—78, 82—84, 90—93, 103—106,
215
Magdalenian, 72, 73—76, 78, 84, 96—97, 103—100,
215
Panofsky, Erwin, 8, 49, 53, 54, 57, 58, 209
paradigm, s, 27, 208
Paso de la Amada, Formative site, 22, 33, 33—34, 38, 40, 46,
78, 86, 9o, 102, 103, 104, 113, 116, 117, 120, 121,
122, 133, 134, 137, 144, 145, 210
Pavlov, Paleolithic site, 93, 104
Pavlovian, archaeological culture, 75, 76, 83, 90
Petersfels, Paleolithic site, 76, 78, 84, 106
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Pillar figurines. See under Neolithic figurines
(Near East)

Playa de los Muertos, Formative site and tradition of
figurines, 30, 40, 48, 90, 113, 117

pluralist archaeology, 4—5, 44, 68, 207

postmodern themes, 14, 27, 49

Ptedmosti, Paleolithic site, 9o

processual archaeology, 4, s, 8, 11, 16, 17, 18, 24, 47, 52,
117

Ramad, Neolithic site, 79, 84, 99, 164, 170, 173
Real Alto, Formative site, 37, 38, 40

Renaud, Etienne, 10, 11, 13, 16, 22, 203, 213
Renfrew, Colin, 16, 17, 18

representations. See images

rhetoric. See under interpretation

Rice, Patricia, 48, 49, 92

Russia, figurines from. See Paleolithic figurines

Sabi Abyad II, Neolithic site, 166, 170, 176, 200
Sahara, figurines from, 22
Salibiya IX, Neolithic site, 171
Samarra, archaeological culture, 192, 193, 194, 196
San José Mogote, Formative site, 60, 89, 90, 114, 116, 125,
142, 144, 145
San Lorenzo, Formative site, 102, 127, 142, 143, 144
Sarab, Neolithic site, 173, 174, 202
schematization. See under Neolithic figurines (Near East);
Paleolithic figurines
Schmandt-Besserat, Denise, 85, 174, 200
Seated Anthropomorph thematic complex. See under
Neolithic figurines (Near East)
security of background knowledge, s, 6, 7, 52—53, 209. See
also interpretation
Sejourné, Laurette, 114, 136, 137, 138
sex and gender
and age, 27, 30, 38, 39
attributions, of figurines, 12, 29—30, 33, 40, 45
Sha’ar Hagolan, Neolithic site, 179, 180, 181, 182, 182,
183, 184, 184, 185, 186
small-scale—politics postulate. See under Formative figurines
(Mesoamerica)
Smith, Michael, 131, 140
Songor A, Neolithic site, 193, 196
South Asia, figurines from, 12
Southeastern Europe, figurines from, 12
Southwestern United States, figurines from, 23
St. Sebastian, 2, 3, 4, 6, 55, 209
style, 23, 49, 51-52, 59, 76, 81, 88, 118, 124, 133, 134,
142, 146, 149, 150, 152, 155, 159, 164, 176, 181,
183, 187, 189, 194, 203
diachronic analysis of, s9—60, 66, 120, 122, 155
synchronic analysis of, 60-61, 66, 81, 88, 109,
120
Suberde, Neolithic site, 166

Index

subject matter, 6, 23, 33, 34, 40, 46, 49, SI, 58, 59, 64, 84,
87, 88, 201, 203, 209
generalized human subjects, 55—56, §7—58, 62, 132
specific subjects, 55, 56—57, 64, 88—98, 114, 160, 170,
176, 184, 194, 197, 199, 215
Summers, David, 7-8, 54
symbolic analysis, §8—59, 64—66, 98—107, 109, 121, 160,
178, 192, 196
symbolic structures. See historicism
Syria, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines (Near East)

Teotihuacan, Mesoamerican site, 126

testing. See under universalism

Tetel, Formative site, 23, 34, 103, 121

theory, social, 8, 146, 210, 213

Ticoman, Formative site, 87, 150

Tlapacoya, Formative site, 89, 127, 133, 135

Tlatilco, Formative site, 13, 72, 114, 115, 121, 128, 129,
130, 132, 134, 136—137, 140, 154, 214

Tolstoy, Paul, 128, 129

Turkey, figurines from. See Neolithic figurines
(Near East)

types (relation to synchronic stylistic analysis), 66, 118,
120, 121, 146—150

Ucko, Peter, 12, 14, 130, 132
Ukraine, figurines from. See Paleolithic figurines
Umm Dabaghiyah, Neolithic site, 20, 173, 174
universalism
and grand history, 11, 26
hypothesis testing, 8, 11, 17, 19, 24, 47, 115, 116, 208,
214
implicit in contextualist interpretations, 9, 16, 24, 44,
107, 1SO—IST, 211, 213
in relation to contextualism, 16, 26—27, 28, 41, 44—47,
68, 111, 112, 115, 208, 210
as resource rather than paradigm, 11, 16, 18, 44, 52,
208
universalist explanation (in general), 4, s, 10, 107, 212
universalist logic
expansive implications of, 9, 45, 46, 112—115, 120,
150—1ST, 211
social content of, 17, 44, 112
stability of, in relation to evidence, 46—47, 112, 114,
151
strength of, 110, 116, 141, 150, 152
use (intended purpose) of figurines, 61-62, 64—66, 98—107,
110, 122, 170
Voigt-Ucko framework for study of, 62, 130-132, 140,
153, 217

Vaillant, George, 87, 148

Valdivia, figurine tradition, 13, 21, 23, 37, 34—40, 48,
200

Victoria Lona, Naoli, 131, 137, 138, 140
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Voigt, Mary, 17, 62, 130, 131, 158, 188, 206

Willendorf, Paleolithic site, 11, 13, 15, 91

window-on-society analysis, 30—32, 46, 62—63, 64, 89—90,
94, 98, 110, 120, 121, 122, 126, 133—136, 152,
154—155, 170, 178, 192, 194, 210

Wylie, Allison, s, 6, 52, 53, 208, 209
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Yarim Tepe, Neolithic site, 192, 193, 193, 195, 196, 197, 197
Yarmukian, archaeological culture, 48, 176, 178—182, 184,
188, 198
Yarmukian matron. See under Neolithic figurines
(Near East)

Zacatenco, Formative site, 87, 87, 139, 148
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