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A Note on Style and Translation

This book on the whole adheres to the style outlined in Patrick H. Alexander,
ed., The SBL Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early
Christian Studies (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1999). Any modification has been
undertaken in the quest for greater clarity in presentation. I have adopted a
slightly modified system for abbreviating ancient texts as outlined in the fol-
lowing section. Many of the scholarly articles that I discuss have been reprinted
in collected volumes by the authors. In my treatment of these articles in the
chapter notes, I cite the article from the most recent printing in the collected
volume and indicate the original year of publication in parentheses. Full bibli-
ographic information regarding the original place of publication can be found
in the Bibliography.

The translations provided throughout the book represent a combination of
my own as well as those of others. In all cases where I rely on other translations,
I indicate the source and note if the translation has been modified. Passages
from the Hebrew Bible generally follow the New Jewish Publication Society
translation (Philadelphia, 1985). As a modern scholarly book about ancient
society, this work presents many challenges in striving for inclusive language.
As I note several times in the book, biblical and ancient Jewish legal texts
nearly always formulate law employing masculine grammatical forms (e.g.,
“Let no man . . . ”). Modern translators sometimes seek to render this decidedly
noninclusive language into a gender-neutral translation (e.g., “Let no one . . . ”).
In an attempt to represent as accurately as possible these ancient texts and the
social worlds to which they apply, I have retained the literal translation of the
legal formulae with the masculine grammatical forms.
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Abbreviations and Sigla

dead sea scrolls sigla and textual notations

2:4–5 Denotes column two, lines four through five. Used for
better-preserved larger Dead Sea Scrolls.

2 iii 4–5 Denotes fragment two, column three, lines four through five.
Used for fragmentary Dead Sea Scrolls when columns can be
reconstructed.

2 4–5 Denotes fragment two, lines four through five. Used for
fragmentary Dead Sea Scrolls when columns cannot be
reconstructed.

[ ] Lacuna in ancient manuscript
,[א] [a] Suggested restoration by modern editor
,א a Overlapping text represented in parallel manuscript
vac, vacat Portion of preserved manuscript with no inscribed text
,�א� �a� Suggested emendation by modern editor
(a) Additional words added by modern editor to improve English

translation
a // b Parallel text
par. Parallel manuscript
frg(s). Fragment(s)

xvii
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xviii Abbreviations and Sigla

abbreviations of ancient texts

Hebrew Bible and Second Temple–Period Texts

1–2 Chr 1–2 Chronicles 1–2 Kgs 1–2 Kings
1–2 Macc 1–2 Maccabees 1–2 Sam 1–2 Samuel
Amos Amos Dan Daniel
Deut Deuteronomy Eccl Ecclesiastes
Exod Exodus Ezek Ezekiel
Ezra Ezra Gen Genesis
Hos Hosea Isa Isaiah
Jer Jeremiah Job Job
Joel Joel Jub Jubilees
Lev Leviticus Mic Micah
Nah Nahum Neh Nehemiah
Num Numbers Prov Proverbs
Ps Psalms Sir Wisdom of Ben Sira
Wis Wisdom of Solomon Zech Zechariah

Ancient Versions

à Masoretic Text Ä Samaritan Pentateuch
Ö Septuagint åJ Targum Jonathan
åN Targum Neofiti åO Targum Onqelos
åPs-J Targum Pseudo-Jonathan

Dead Sea Scrolls (frequently cited manuscripts)

CD Damascus Document manuscripts from the Cairo Geniza.
1QIsaa–b Isaiah manuscripts from Qumran Cave 1 (superscript numbers

indicate individual copies).
1QS Rule of the Community manuscript from Qumran Cave 1.
4QDa–h Damascus Document manuscripts from Qumran Cave 4.

Corresponds to 4Q266–273.
4QIsaa–r Isaiah manuscripts from Qumran Cave 4. Corresponds to

4Q55–69b.
4QJera–e Jeremiah manuscripts from Qumran Cave 4. Corresponds to

4Q70–72b.
4QSa–j Rule of the Community manuscripts from Qumran Cave 4.

Corresponds to 4Q255–264.
4QMMT Composite text of Miqs.at Ma‘ase Ha-Torah manuscripts from

Qumran Cave 4 (4Q394–399).
11QTa–b Temple Scroll from Qumran Cave 11. Corresponds to 11Q19–20.
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Abbreviations and Sigla xix

Rabbinic Texts

Rabbinic Collections

b. Babylonian Talmud m. Mishnah
t. Tosefta y. Palestinian Talmud

Names of Specific Tractates

‘Abod. Zar. ‘Abodah Zarah ’Abot ’Abot
B. Bat. Baba Batra B. Mes. i‘a Baba Mes. i‘a
B. Qam. Baba Qamma Bes. . Bes.ah
‘Erub. ‘Erubin Git.. Git.t.in
Hor. Horayot H. ag. H. agigah
H. ul. H. ullin Meg. Megillah
Men. Menah. ot Miqv. Miqva’ot
Naz. Nazir Nid. Niddah
’Ohal. ’Ohalot Pe’ah Pe’ah
Sanh. Sanhedrin Shabb. Shabbat
Sheb. Shebu‘ot Suk. Sukkah
Yad. Yadayim Yom. Yoma
Zav. Zavim

modern publications

AB Anchor Bible
ABRL Anchor Bible Reference Library
AGJU Arbeiten zur Geschichte des antiken Judentums und des

Urchristentums
AJSR Association for Jewish Studies Review
ANRW Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt: Geschichte

und Kultur Roms im Spiegel der neueren Forschung.
Edited by Hildegard Temporini and Wolfgang Haase.
Berlin: de Gruyter, 1972–.

BASOR Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
Bib Biblica
BIOSCS Bulletin of the International Organization for Septuagint

and Cognate Studies
BJRL Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of

Manchester
BJS Brown Judaic Studies
BZAW Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche

Wissenschaft
CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly
CBQMS Catholic Biblical Quarterly Monograph Series
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xx Abbreviations and Sigla

CCWJCW Cambridge Commentaries on Writings of the Jewish and
Christian World, 200 b.c. to a.d. 200

Chi.-Kent L. Rev. Chicago-Kent Law Review
CJA Christianity and Judaism in Antiquity
CQS Companion to the Qumran Scrolls
CRINT Compendia rerum iudaicarum ad Novum Testamentum
CSCO Corpus scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium
DJD Discoveries in the Judaean Desert (of Jordan)
DSD Dead Sea Discoveries
EDSS Encyclopedia of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Edited by Lawrence

H. Schiffman and James C. VanderKam. 2 vols. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2000.

EncJud Encyclopedia Judaica. Edited by Michael Berenbaum and
Fred Skolnik. 22 vols. 2d ed. Detroit: Macmillan
Reference USA, 2007.

ErIsr Eretz-Israel
FAT Forschungen zum Alten Testament
FIOTL The Formation and Interpretation of Old Testament

Literature
FRLANT Forschungen zur Religion und Literatur des Alten und

Neuen Testaments
HAT Handbuch zum Alten Testament
HSM Harvard Semitic Monographs
HSS Harvard Semitic Studies
HTR Harvard Theological Review
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual
JAJ Journal of Ancient Judaism
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature
JCS Journal of Cuneiform Studies
JJS Journal of Jewish Studies
JNES Journal of Near Eastern Studies
JQR Jewish Quarterly Review
JSJ Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian,

Hellenistic, and Roman Periods
JSJSup Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian,

Hellenistic, and Roman Periods: Supplement Series
JSOTSup Journal for the Study of the Old Testament: Supplement

Series
JSPSup Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha: Supplement

Series
JSQ Jewish Studies Quarterly
JSRC Jerusalem Studies in Religion and Culture
JTS Journal of Theological Studies
LCL Loeb Classical Library
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Abbreviations and Sigla xxi

Leš Lešonenu
LSTS Library of Second Temple Studies
MGWJ Monatschrift für Geschichte und Wissenschaft des

Judentums
MHUC Monographs of the Hebrew Union College
NETS New English Translation of the Septuagint. Edited by

Albert Pietersma and Benjamin G. Wright. 2d ed. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2009.

NJPS Tanakh: A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures
According to the Traditional Hebrew Text. Philadelphia:
Jewish Publication Society, 1985.

NRSV New Revised Standard Version
NTL New Testament Library
OLA Orientalia lovaniensia analecta
OTL Old Testament Library
PTSDSSP Princeton Theological Seminary Dead Sea Scrolls

Project
RB Revue biblique
REJ Revue des études juives
RevQ Revue de Qumran
SA Scriptores Aethiopici
SAOC Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilizations
SBLDS Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series
SBLSymS Society of Biblical Literature Symposium Series
SBLWAW Society of Biblical Literature Writings from the Ancient

World
SHR Studies in the History of Religions
SJ Scripta Judaica
SJLA Studies in Judaism in Late Antiquity
STDJ Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah
StPB Studia post-biblica
StPhA Studia Philonica Annual
SVTP Studia in Veteris Testamenti pseudepigraphica
TDNT Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. Edited by

Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard Friedrich. 10 vols. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1964–76.

TDOT Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Edited by
G. Johannes Botterweck and Helmer Ringgren. 15 vols.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974–2006.

ThBN Themes in Biblical Narrative
TSAJ Texte und Studien zum antiken Judentum
UCPNES University of California Publications in Near Eastern

Studies
VT Vetus Testamentum
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xxii Abbreviations and Sigla

VTSup Supplements to Vetus Testamentum
WBC Word Biblical Commentary
WUNT Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament
YJS Yale Judaica Series
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
ZfHB Zeitschrift für Hebraische Bibliographie
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